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ment, and which the local Parliamenthas passed y largeniajorities, and that,
in the ninds.of others:it stirs. natioal antipathies and recollections of-former
conflicts, which designing politicians seek to improve to 'their own selfish ends,
cannot I fear be doubted. It is therefore emphatically a measure whibh should
have been approachedwith calmness and caution, by ail at least who are not
directly interested in the issue. Unfortunately, however, this has been by no
means the case. Not only have appeals to passion of the most reckless descrip-
tion proceeded from the local press, but they have received encouragement
from quarters from which they had little right to look:for it. Passages such
as the following, in which a London journal of influence treats, of the British
population as affected by thé measure in question.:-" They are tolerably able
" to take care of themselves, and we very much misconstrue the tone adopted
" by the English press and English public in the province if they do not find
" some means of resisting the heavy blow and great discouragement which is
" aimed at them," are read with avidity, and construed,.to mean that sympathy

bwill be extended from influential quarters at home to those who seek to annul
the obnoxious decision of the local Legislature, whatever be the means to
which they resort for the attainment of that end. -

9.· The scenes by which the city. of Montreal has been lately disgraced, are
the natural fruits of an agitation of this charactér, operating on a people of
excitable temper, who have been taught to believe that a race which they
despise, and over which they have been wont to exercise dominion, has obtained
through the operation of a constitationai system an authority which it could
not otherwise have acquired. Hence, more especially, their vehement indig-
nation against me personally, and. the conviction, in many cases I doubt not
perfectly sinCere, that I have been guilty of a serious dereliction of duty because
I have not, as iiy predecessors have often done before me, consented to place
myself in the fro«'t of an agitation to counteract the policy of Parliament. The
nature of the constitutional doctrines which practically obtain in this section of
the community, is curiously exemplified by the fact, that it is not the passage
of the Bill by an overwhelming majority of the representatives of the people,
or the acquiescence of the Council, but the consent of the Governor which
furnishes the pretext for an exhibition of popular violence.

10. When Ileft the House of Parliament after giving the Royal Assent to
several Bills, to which I have referred, I was received with mingled cheers
and hootings by a crowd by no means numerous which surrounded the entrance
to the building. A small knot of individuals consisting, it has since been
ascertained, of persons of a respectable class in society pelted the carriage with
missiles which they nust have brought with them for the purpose. Within
an-hour after this occurrence a notice, of which I enclose a copy, issued from-
one of the newspaper offices, calling a meeting in the open air. At the meeting
inflammatory speeches were made. On a sudden, whether under the effect of
momentary excitement, or in pursuance of a plan arranged beforehand, the
mob proceeded to the House of Parliament where the members were still
sitting, and breaking the windows set fire to the building and burned it to the
ground. By this wanton act public property of considerable value, including
two excellent libraries, has been utterly destroyed. Having achieved their
object the crowd dispersed, apparently satisfied with what they had done. The
members were permitted to retire unmolested, and no resistance was offered
to the military who appeared on the ground after a brief interval, to restore
order, and aid in extinguishing the flames. During the two following days a
good deal of excitement prevailed in the streets, and some further acts of
incendiarism were perpetrated. Since then the military force has been
increased, and the leaders of the disaffected party have shown a disposition to
restrain their followers, and to direct their energies towards the more consti-
tutionàl object of petitioning the Queen for my recall, and the disallowance of
.the obnoxious Bill. The proceedings of the House of Assembly will also tend
to awe the turbulent. I trust, therefore, that the peace of the city will not be
again disturbed. The newspapers which I enclose contain 'full, and I believe
pretty accurate, accounts of ail that has occurred since Wednesday last.

11. The ministry are blamed for not havîng made adequate provision against
these disasters; that they by no means expected that the hostility to the Re-
bellion Losses Bill would have displayed itself in the outrages which have
been perpetrated during the last few days is certain. Perhaps sufficient atten-
tion was not paid by them to the menaces 'of the opposition press. It must be
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