
j

Y-Tt r~&'TCW. A PVIPW.
108

The scavenger-beetles f eed on decaylng veg-

etable and animal tissue and also on small,

living animaIs; the larvae are said to fred entirely

on living forms, such as insects, mnails, tadpoles,

etc.
About 150 species belonging to this famnily

are found in North America.
Representatives of both these famnilies, are

readily secured by sweeping the bottoms of

ponds with a dip-net. They mnake good subjects

for sehool study, and can be kept in aquaria,

covered with cheese cloth, for a long time,

when properly supplied with food. When f ree

ini nature, they fly f rom pond to pond and. are

frequently found near electric lights in towns

anid Villages.

The adult form of the May-beetle or June-bug,

as it is c4illed in some localities, is too welI

known- to need further description. Fig. 5 is

given to illustrate its life history. Note the

shape and position of the larva in its little

underground home. These larvae are 'th well

known white grube, often turned out by the

1o.They feed on -the roots of grass, corn

and garden plants, but thxe aduit is'said to feed

at night- on the leaves of various shade and

fruit trees. 'The pupal gtage. is also passed

underground. Dig in garden earth for larval

a.nd pupai forms. The adult form, quite inac-

tive, is often found in the ground, during spring

and earlIy summer. Is it likewise found in the
fait?,

Compare the M1e history of thxe May-beetle

-with that of aiiother familiar beetle, the Colorado

potato-beetle..
~How many stages, are present in the if e cycle

ofI he potato-beete?
1*ow do. these comp>are with similar stages of

the May.1ete de ah fteebeetles as

Iii what form osecofteebtl ps

the winter, and where?
These and other questions f romn the teacher,

if properlyanswered, Nwill tend to develop this

Une of work and bring many happy surprises

to the- intgrested te4lcher.
The insects zneationed in this article belong

to the order 1 Coleoptera, (Gr. koleos, sheath:

««r, wing). Tbey ah agree ln possessing

~ hardene,*eaths te cover the hind *rings (hence

theiwn),and. biting mouth-parts.. The Col-

eoptera are true beeties, flot ,"bug .' In their

life cycle, -they undergo a complete eUtmor-

phosis-; their larvae are called grubs.

The Coleoptera 'is a, large and important

order; there are said to be about twelve thousaA

species in North America, north of Meico. We

find a representative of the order, the sacred

beetie, the Scarabaeus of the ancients, carved
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on the monuments of stone Of ancilent. EgYPtlt

and history tells of the important part it, played

in the reliâon and symbolism Of that country,
And in. oux own day, we have- hardly begjtn to

compute either the harmn or thxe benefit, arksin
f rom the habits of the various species of this

order, to the agricultural and other industrial
operations of our countrY.

ITme cuteinlu "isarticle have buis coPied frtHo imsaY nto
iogy; Sndersn and jackon; ad Gm" alZOOIMogy, LiavI" Kmd ulll
thiough tIbe peridm of their pubU.làaMeusGlas à CuOWWs
Bout=. )alp

SU 1 RE 0F THE "PEP."

A laborer in one of our plantations a few days ago vent ttP
to one of the overseers and ini a ser joue maimer, wich evlduit-

ly showed thathe was really seeking enlightment, Mid inIe

local vernacular, which we can not attempt to reprod#w'

" Massa, is it truc that before the war the KaJd« -,Mt bs&,~
of rice to King George and told him, 'KiÇng Georps. 1 geêA
many soldiers as they is rice in the bag,' and that King GeM$

sent the Kaiser a bottle of nigger peppers anid tel him:
only got as many soldiers as je in this pepper bottl, but .ùý

jut bite one and then you'Il eee if your eoldienuliloe ?"'
Barbo4oos Standard.
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