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IL is possible, however, that wve are tking too serions a view of the
matter; and, indced, the endorsement of the book by s0 extrava ganit a
humourist as Mark Twain would incline one to treat the collection as a
hunge joke. But a joke, seemingyly, it is not, unless we view ourselves as
the victims,,in paying for an expensive and elabomate education for our
children wbicb is only so rniueh lumber in the mind, and whicm but too
readily manifests itself in the thin disguise of a veneer of culture. In one
respect-and this itself is a solace-tlie littie boo0k before us is not to be
taken au serieux, or to be considered as furniisliing authentic illustrations
of bow IlEnglisb is Taugbt." For the consolation of the anxious parent
we tbink it well to say, anmd we hiasten to share witb him this view of the
matter, that the book is a mere collectioîî-by no means, we consider, an
exaggcrated one-of tliose aînusîng mîisconceptions or lialf-conceptions of
one's meaning fouîîd in the inuids,, of little ones when tbey are attentively
bent on imitating the speech of their eIders, or- wlîen eîîdeavouriîîgy to gmrasp
thougbts too mature for tbciî muuids. he mental discipline of the school
should, of course, reduce to sottie order the chaotic mass of facts poured in
such abundance into tlîe youtbful mmiid. But too mucli sbould not be
expected of a school regimen whiclî lias no chance to do its work, and
whicb is bandicapped by congested courses of study and plethoric pro-
grammes. If such books as IlEnglisb as She is Taugbt " will serve to
abridge and simplify our sehool programmes, in view of the lamentable
resuits of more ambitions educational efforts, the collection of sncb answers
to examination questionîs as are Imere exhibited will miot have been mnade
in vain. We comimend the work to the notice of the [Ion. the Minister
of Education, and appenîd a few sanîples fromn its an-iusing pages for the
delectation of our readers. Under Il Etymology " here are a few choice
definitions: Alias-a good man iii the Bible ; Colservative-a person
interested in politics wlio does not like NMml. Gladstone; Egregious-feeding
in flocks; Emiolument--a lieadstone for a grave ; Epicac-a man who likes
a good dinner; Idolator--a very idol person ; Intemioper-one who muns
away to get mamîied; Matims-somnetbing to weam oii the feet; Mendacions
-what can be mended. Here is a nlice discrimination between prose and
poetry: "lProse tells tbings that are truc riglît along just as tbey are, and
poetry makes it up as you go along." Equally good is the following:
"The importe of a country are the things that are paid for; the experts
are the things that are not." Ujider IIGeography " we have this tit-bit:
"The two most famous volcanoes of Europe are Sodom and Gomnorrah."
IlStock-ra8on " is said to be "lthe occupation of Canada," and classed with
this are the followirg:-" Brish Amnerica is overturned by queen Vie-
torier; " and I he rapids of St. Lorence is. caused by the canoes of tbe
Indianes." An extract front Tennyson is liere delightfully analysed :-" I
would that ny tonigue could uttem "-means it's too mucb trouble to write
out bis ideas.

The following choice niorsels occur under IlHistory ":-Il Qucen Isabella
of Spain sold bier watcb and cîmain a2id ot- milliniery sO that Columbus
could discover Amnerica;" " Kink Louis decleamcd ware algainst Kink
William wbo conmanded tlîe Emiglisbi fout-ces" "The Stamp Act was to
make everybody stamip aIl mnaterials so they slîould be nuIl and void
"England was niamed by the Aiigels ;" "'rie Celts were dniven out of
England into Wlmales ;" l'Alfred the Great reigned 872 years. Hie was
distinguisbed for letting sornie buckwbeat cakes bumn, and the lady scolded
bim ;" "A nigbt errant is a mnan w}mo goes around in the nigbt in seaî'cb
of adventures ;" "The Middle Ages coic in between antiquity and pos-
terity; " "lSt. Bamtholomnew was mnassacred in 1492 ;" IlJulius Cisar is
noted for bis fanmous telegrama despateli I came 1 saw I conquered." Under
"Literature " we firmd these: "Holrmes is a vemy profligace and anîusing

writer ;" IlCottorn Matlier was a writer wlmo invented the cotton gin and
wrote histories; " " Fox wrote a very good book about Marters; " IlAdamu
Bede a prominent writem of bis time for hie tbrew bis soul and body into
hie writings ; " "lIn the Canterbury Tale it gave accounit of King Alfred
on bis way to the sbmine of Thmomas Bucket ;" IlMacbeth was terrified by
the gbost of Bancroft ;" IlFrancis Bacon wrote under tbe name of Ovum
Organum ;" IlBurn's chief poemi was called Tanîoschanta."

Here are a few gemis under Pbilosopby, Physiology, etc.: IlDrops of
water are generally spberical for varieus reasons known only to the gracions
Providence wlmo bias formed thcm ;" "A body will go just as far in the
first second as tbe body will go plus tlîe force the gravit y and tbat's equal
to twice wbat the body will go ;" IlPhysillogigy is to study about your
boues stummick and vertebry ;""Disease is more common to somte people
than to otliers ""The organs of digestion are the stomach liver spleen
and uten8ils ;" "The gastriejuice keeps the bones from. ceaking;" "Eating
rapidly the food does not give tîme saliva tinie to get into the înoutb ;"

"The bones need conîstant. oiliîîg. Tbis oil is called cartilege and runs
from ail tbe glands in the body ;" IlThe eyes arc set in two sockets in a
bone whicb turns up at tîme end and then becomes the nose ;" IlVowel
sounds are made by keepimig tic moutlî wide open and consonent sounds
by keeping it shut." G. MEECRîet ADAM.

RECENT FICTION.

OF notable Englisb publications, several timat have recently appeared are
front the well-known bouse of Ward and Downey, London. IILouisa," by
Mrs. Katharine Macquoid, is in many respects a very superior novel. The
story is simple, but singrularly attractive, and recails in plot and action a
certain memamkable nove1 of last year-1" Col. Enderby's Wife "-by the
daugliter of Charles Kingsley. Tliere is the sanie middle-aged busband,
grave, bonest, straightforward, and adomîng; the saine pretty littie ingénue
in the person of the busband's niece; the samne languorous Italiail back-
ground of olive-groves and statuary, ruined palaces and bandkerchief stalls,
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and much of the saine catin and gentie wisdom shown with regard to the t
tbings of this world as well as of the next. The situation is not novel; in
fact it is only one phase of the miserable old story which takes for granted
in these modern days that no niarriage is happy, and that most marniages
are inistakes. Francis Hiobart, the artist, upon whom the author hias
lingered with evidently.jealous care, is, after aIl, a lay-figume, and it is with
the unhappy and self tortured Guiseppe Monalli and his misguided wife
that the reader will feel niost sympathy. Altogether, Mrs. Macquoid
lias givenl us, in II Louisa," somte very careful analyses of certain dangerous
and familiar humnan symiptoms, and if the book nowbere rises to greatness,
it is far above mediocrity, and presupposes a high order of culture and
intimate knowledge of humait nature in its authoress.

IlTiuaý LADY DitUsILLA " is a psychological romance, a kind of publication
înuch in vogue at present. Iu this case theme is very littie attempt at
romance, but plcnty of psychology ; indeed, whole chapters are devoted to
introspective analyses of peculiar and mostty vemy distressing propensities,
both mental and bodily, on the part of the narmator. This unfortunate
gentleman helngs to the elcounters,> to the weakly superstitious and the
strongly imaginative, and a severe nerveus shock so affects bis entire systemt
afterwards that lie becomes a prey to the most painful and alarming sen-
sations. le cannot open a book without lighting on seine thougbt or
anecdote bearing upon the world of spirits, hallucinations, dreams, warn-
îîîgs, presentiments. Every dlock becomes, to his distorted vision, an
instrument of vengeanice for sorte unknown crime ; especially when the
hour of noon or miidniglîit arrives does hie experience the most distressing
paroxysms of acute fear. Finally lie is haunted by the number tbimty-three,
foigets soute words altoge ther, andi how to speli and read a great many
others, and, i n fact, discovers gradually that lie is in inanifest danger of
becoming permianeintly iieritally unsound. The author, Thomas Purnell,
lias distiiîctly writteni or coînpiled in this book mucb that is valuable
regardiiîg mental states, anti while lie lives iii ant age wliere there are too
many workers in the saine field to allow of his inaking such a namne as did
De Quincey, yet in soute respects his book much resenibles the curious
IlConfessions" of the notable opium-eater. There are traces of carelessness,
howevem, in the English that proclaint it long after De Quincey, and here and
there traces of haste and of ant inaccuracy wliicb leads to confusing results.
The hair wvhichi nervous prostration had on pa 'ge 101 "blanched," is o
p)age 251 described as "hLlack, sliglîtl y tinged with graty." The book is,ii
fact, a kitnd of mixture of Gaboriau, Louis Stevenson, and Bain on the
Humian Mid, but it is none the worse reading for such divers ingredients.

"Tii MASTER 0F THE Canan,)oNiFs," by George Manville Fenn (also fromi
Ward andt Downey>, is a novel of the good old kind. It appears almost
strange that sucli a novel eau stili be written, tbough, once written and
publislîed, it need flot appear strange if anybody takiing it up refuse to put
it down tili tinished. That is the prevailing characteristie of these novels.
A few înay despise theim, very fcw inay openly admire them, but every-
body reads them. George Eliot and lier imitators have lived and died,
Ilenry ,Jaines is stili with us, the despiser of incident, the creator of
important iîothings ; even Hiowells writes on, unscatbed (publicly> by the
commients of the Saturdaky Review, than wlîicb, by the way, notbing could
be imore pemfectly aînilîhilating atient lus nîost recemt novel, and, yet, ifl
spite of all these rei giling ideals of fiction, a book like the Il Master of the
Ceremonies "cari be written 1 It is delicious, so consisstent, so thorougb,
showing such uîîity, sucli directness of purpose, sncb consecration teoOne
tixed ideal 1 With eighty-seven chapters, and somne of tbemt witb such
headimgs as these :The Flickerimîg Flame ; Clouds; A Night to be
l{iemnbered ;After the Storni ; A Nigbt Bird Trapped ; "IImpossible ; "
elToo Late; " "Surrender! " After the Storm (2> ; Dick catches-Shrimps ;
A Stormy Scene (possibly No. 3) ; he Stormy Cloud Bursts ; After the
Stomi (3).

Here we have the genuine old mnelodrama, dear to the old English
heart: Duels, snîîtY boxes, murder, debt, and rapacity, love that couldn't
possibly run smnooth, crime that is fastened successively on three people,
but belongs naturally to a fourth much înoustached person, military,
civilian, and scapegrace types in just the correct admixture, and a granîd
spectacle at the close of loving hearts re-united, virtue triumphant, and
vice pmciperly punished, inake up the material out of whicb these eighty-
seven cîapters are constructed. Perhaps the best of these chapters is the
opening one, containing, as it does, sucb a cbarming and unaffected descrip-
tion of the quaint old bmouse by the sea

IlEarly nmorning at Saltiiville, witb the tide down, and the calai $e A
shimînnering( like damtasked and deadened silver in the suashine."

This house, belonging to the M. C., or Master of the Ceremonies, is pre-
sided over by Claire, his sweet andi flower-loving daugbter. How prettY
is this l)icture:

"lAbove the screen of flowers, a somothing ivory white and tinged with
peachy pink kept darting in and out. Now it touched a rose, and a shower
of petals fell softly down ; now a geraniuim leaf that was turning yellow
disappeared ; now, again, a twig that had borne roses was taken awaY.
After a sound tîmat resembled a steely click, then the littîe crimson and
pumple blossoms of a fuchsia weme toucbed and sbivered and twinkled il
the liglit at the soft mnovemnents among the graceful stems as dying flowero
weme swept away."

This graceful writing is about ail vouchsafed to us in the present book
by its author. Directly the plot commences, his love of intrigue alid
action sweep hitm on front one event to another without cessation, aîîd, we
believe, Mm. Fenui bas sacriticed to incident bis undoubted talent for descrip-
tive writing. We humbly submit that tliere is enougb material in the
"éMaster of the Ceremonies " for tbree or four six-sbilling novels.

As an example of wbat Mr. Fenn is capable of when lie chooses t
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