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“No Room for Them at the 1an.”
BY EBLLA A. SMALL,

No room in Bethlehem’s crowded inn
For the infant Christ to le,

Though hevalded by shining ones,
Who greeted him from the sky :

No hume threw apenats friendly doors
T'o weleotne n Saviour born,

Thouuh heaven rejuiced, and angels sang
Fheirprinse in the carly morn,

No room in the inn for the Prince of Peace,
Thoagh o budhant moving star
Announeed his bicth on Judea’s plain
To thuse who camo from afar
To kneel with their offerings at his fect,
And worship with gitts and gold
The holy Child, in s lowly place,
By prophiets so lung foretobd,

No reom -for he came in humble guise,
And nat with a gorgeons tein

No toval pageantiy or show
Uslicted ints coming 10 men,

Opening lus exos in aomanger rade,
Fit prelude of days to come.—

For the bitds have warm nnd coxy nests,
But the Saviour had no home

No room for the Christ who came 10 save
A workl enshirondad in sing
No room how it echoes wdown the yearse
For the Son of God wattan,
No roum for him whe brougit to man,
Throagh the Father's wondrous love,
‘The hope of & changeless, better life
With him in o home above,

No room for Jesus ! O can it he
That e loved us so much in vain?
Can we close our hearts to his pleading voice,
While he waits, and ealls again ?
No room ¥ While ho listens to hear us speak
T 1eaponse to his loving call,
Do we say, I know thou wouldst enter in,
hut I have no room at all?
O blessed Christ 1 Thy mercy and graze
Jre as Hmitless as the sea;
Lt thy Spirit incline uy now to say,
There i room in my heart for the !
Make room for Jesus & to all we cry 3
Hix friendship is constant and truc,
And waen he gathers his prople home,
He will have a welcome for you.

Christmas Time.

Toe origin of the festival of Chruistinas is at-
tibnted to Pope Telesphorus, who died am, 133,
amd it was tirst celebrated in the months of April
and May. 1o the fourth century, Pope Julius 1.
erdered an investigauon to be made concerning the
day of Christ’s nativity, and the theologians to
whom the natter was referred united in agreement,
tixing the day upon the 23th of December.

This day was chosen as a sort of compromise ;
for it is certain that the archives of Rome were
not adsays authentic. However, the decision was
uniformly aceepted, and from that time the Nativiy
has been celebrated thronghiout the Ghureh on the
T truth i3, that the day of Chaists
nativity is not known boyoud peiadventare, and,
indeed, prominent Jewish writers aver that the
birth took place in the uoddle of the night.,

Chrisunas day has always been considered in the

same day.

double ight of a holy commenoration anl a cheer-
ful festival.  Durmg the Middle Ages, it was cele-
biatad by spectaddes of diamatic mysteries, per-
fornnd by personages in grotesque mashs and out.

sh costumes.  The bishops and clergy joined
with the people in singing cwticles, or earols;
enlivening the seene by dances, music fron guitars,

violiny, tambuours, and organs—each person bearing
in his hand o lighted waper.

Some of the canticles were very aaive o and the
only ancient record of these mediieval carols is a
single leaf, preserved in the Bodlein library, in
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a volume of * Christinasse  Carolles,” printed by
Wynhin de Worde, jn 1521,

The carols of the Welsh are especially celebrated,
and have, as well as the Freneh and German cane
ticles, been collated and published.  The Calabrians
still preserve this custom, by descending from their
mountain homes to Nuples or Rome, chanting their
willd musie ab the shrines of the Virgin Mother.

At midnignt on Christmas-eve, it is the custom
throughout England and the Continent to ring all
the bells,  The chnrches in France and Ttaly are
mgonticently adorned, and a collation provided for
the assembied multitude.

In the Lrotestant distriets of Germany and
Northern Fuvape, Christmas is called the ¢ Chil.
dien’s Festival™ The Christmas-tree, which has
become an institution among us, is of German
origin; and Christmaseve is o voted to giving
presents, especially between parents and children,
brothers and sisters, by wmeans of the so-called
Christinsaares. A large yew bough is ereeted in
one of the parlours, fighted with tpers, and hung
with manifold gifls, each marked with the nawme
of the person for whom it is intended, but not with
the nme of the donor.  The family party being
all assembled, the cadrane are disteibuted amid
Josful congratulations wnd happy romping,  Buy
a more sober scene ensues 3 for the mother takes
this occasion to point out to the daughters, and
the father to the sons, their errors and short-
comings,

Formerly, and stll in Northern CGermany, the
presents made by the parents were sent 1o one
person, who, dressed in high busking, 1 white robe,
a mask, and an enormous flax wig, is called the
Kuecht Rupert. Thus, becoming the bughear of
the children, he goes from house to house, received
with comic pomp and veverence by the parents,
calls for the little ones, and distributes the sifts in-
tended, according 10 the character which is given
them for obedience.

The charming Duteh superstition of Santa Claus,
the rabicund, litte, fur-clad, white-bearded friend
of children, who drives over the housctops on
Christins.eve, with his sleigh full of toys, drawn
by reindeer, and, dropping down the chimneys,
stafls every little stocking  with  presents, still
lingers in the customs of domestic life, if not in its
beliefs [ hope it may be many an age before the
litde stocking ceases to be hung at Christmas-eve
near the chimneypicee, where Santa Claus will be
sute to see it, and to be taken down at daylight
fuli freighted wita gifts.

In Eughwud, Christinns has always been n re
ligious and merry-making festival, without distine.
tion of rank or caste.  The revels begin on Christ-
mas-eve, and used 10 continve —in old times—till
Candlemas  (Febroary 2ud), every day buing a
holiday till the twelth night (January G, I
the houses of nobles, a ““lovd of misrale,” or *abbut
of unreason,” was appointed, whose oliice it was
to “mahe the ravest pastimes to delight the be
holder.” s dominion lasted from Ail-hallow Eve
(October 31st) till Candlemas,

The larder was always stocked with capons,
hens, turkeys, geese, ducks, beef, mutton, venison,
pork, puddings, pics, nuts, plums, sugar, and honey
—the tenants being entertained in the hall, and
thelord of the manor encouraging everything con-
ducive to wirth,

The ¢« yule log,” or Christians block, was placed
upon the fire, and eapected to last until Candle
The tine was passed in wassail 3 wogéther

S,
with music, conjuring, viddles, hot cockles, fool.
plough, snap dragon, rvepartees, and forfeits, . The
favourite dish nnd pidee e résistance was a soused
bhoat's head, borne to the table, with great so

lemnity, upon a silver platter. ‘The tradition is,
that this custcan originnted at Quedn’s College,
Oxford, in commemoration of the valour of a
student who, while promenading, absorbed in Aris.
totle, being suddenly attacked by a wild boar,
rammed the volume into the throat of the nggres.
sor, erying ¢ Gracum est,” till he had fairly choked
the beast to death.  The custom is still observed at
Queen’s Coliege, where the dish is hrought in to the
chant of an old half-Latin ditty :—
“ Capnl apro defiro

Reddens tades Domino,

Tho bore’s head in hande bring I

With garlands gay, and rosemary ;

I pray you all synge merrily, .

Qui estis in convivio.”

The custom of devorating houses and churches
with evergreens, is derived from ancient Druid
practices, The holly, ivy, rosemary, bays, laurel,
and mistletoe, were the favourite trimmings, and
never removed il Candlemas.  Chaplets of these
were worn about the head, and  “kissing under
the rose,” and “whispering under the mistletoe,”
are allusions to this practice,

But the old customs in England have lost their
primitive chameter; the gambols and carols are
nearly gone by; family reunions and evergreen
decorations Leing nearly all that remain of the old
festivities,

The way in which our forefathers celebrated this
day may be imagined by reading the folllowing
deseriptive lines te—

“¢ On Christinng-cve the bells were rung
Un Christinas-eve the mass was sung ;
That only night in all the year
Saw the stoled priest the chalice rear.
Then opened wide the baron’s hall,

To vassal, tenam, serf, ard all;

Power laid his rod of rule aside,

And Ceremony dofied hiy pride.

The heir, with roses in h:s shoes,

That night might village partner choose.

All hailed with uncountrolled delight

And general voice, the happy night,

That, o the cottage as the crown,

Brought tidings of salvation dowa.

Eugland was merry England when

Old Christins brought his sports again,

A Christmas gambol oft would cheer

A poor man's heart throughout the year.”
-]

Companion Pictures.

Avottigr handseme reminder of the continued
enterprise of the Youtl's Companion, the favourite
family paper, has come to us in the form of a
Coloured Announcement Card, printed in fourtcen
colours. It is folded in the centre, and has on
either cover companion pictures.

Spring is represcrued as a beautiful maiden who
is rc-wrning through the tields, her hands filled with
trailing arbutus—that delicate spring flower which
grows so plentifully in many localitics. On the
companion page, the farmer’s daughter 1s pictured

coming through the harvested grain, carrying a
well-filled pitcher wad basket.  The beaver of the
noenday lunch is a weleome sight to the hungry
reapers.  The interior of the card contains an areay
of authors and articles for the coming +olumne un-
surpassed by any paper.

This beautiful cad is only an indieation of the
great enterprise of Zhe Companiim, which has made
it a National Family Paper, with wore than 130,000
subseribers.  Nowhere can there be obtained so
miuch entertainment and instruction for so little
money (only SL75 a yeary.

If you subscribe now, you will receive the paper
free to January Ist, 1890, and for a full year from
that date,

The publishers otfer ta send specimen copies and
this Coloured Announcement Card free.  Address
ZThe Youtlh’s Gompanion, oston, Mass,
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