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t1aîî its jiredeoessoi'. It includes l'The
'Storv of Ir-is," one of the mnost Iieautiful
anîd pathetic romianîces that lias ever i)een
Nvritteîî. "Ti Poet at the Breakfast
Tlable "is usuallv conidered to fait rather
l'elow the other two in Point of miernt.
Intrinsically, lîowever, thiere is probably

critics, in thejir'estiînate, forgot to attow
foi, the fact tliat the strikiîîg noveity of
-the series liat sonîewvlat worîî off before
the appearanice of the third volumle.

Brietiy, tîjen, tiiese tliree books contaiîî
a reco>rd oif Conversations aiieged to have
taken place at the table of a Boston board-
iiig l,-iotise. A large îîumobcî of characters
aire adînirably depicted tlîrougliout the
series, ami tlieir various virtues or weak-
liesses are conînienteîi on ini the autlior's
Iasides." Ait kiîîds of topics are dis-

.ulissed( ini a iiveiy anîd eîîteî'taiîiing fashion
science, art, hiteratu îe, philosophy, re-

ligion, aind social niannei's and custonîs.
Tlîîroug)îout this curiously variegated web
the author lias woveni a delicate tlîread of
romance.

"lRomnance! Was there ever a board-
ing-house in thje wortd whiere the seei-
ingty prosaic table hiad îlot a living fresco
for its backgroùûnd, where you coult see,
if you had eyes, the smnoke andi fire of
Roule upheaving sentiment, or the dreary
craters of smoutdering or burnt-out pas-
fiioii5 7" (Tie Professor.)

Ami so we sit clown îvitl the other
hoarders to an intellectual b)aji iuet--an
eniotional symposium ; and we en.joy, as
the author puts it, "a feast of reasoîî and
a regular freshiet of soul."

These books sparkle and gtow with the
inost brilliant scintillations and corusca-
tions of wit and hunior; there is a per-
fect display of literary pyrotechnics which
'diazzle and amuse the reader.

Then there are some graphie and poetic
,descriptions of old houses, gardens and
trees. Add to ail this several of the
author's best poemns and most humorous
verses, and a faint general idea may 126

ohtaiiied of the Contents of tiiese <light-
ful volumes.

The bîooks of the "lBreakfast Table
series are regarded by the critics nainly
.s works of huinor and sentimnt. But
a mîore permnanent impression of quite an-
<tier cliaracter is frequently made on the
inini(l of tiiose who rend theni carefulty.
Tlîey reatty exert a very powerful influ-
enice ini thîe directioni of liberalizing relig-
iolns oiion). I 11111 hot sure tiat Dr'.

lltie'teaciigs %vouid be coiîsi<terei

Sounid ai mo g thle uîrt i o<ox doctors o<f ouir
varloUS tiîeotogical hlls. But as thlese
very doctors also pi'overbialiy differ very
vigrouslv ainiig timeniselves upoiî tiiese

questions, it nîay lie tlîat a iayianýs de-
cision 1.5 calied foir to settie the îiiatter.
At all evemîts wve îieed not fear to investi-

gate a religion wiîose oiîly creet is ''Ouir
Fa'tiier,," and Whlose Prncipal Ci niiîieutary
is the Il 8enio on the Moulit."' Such a
religioni Dr. Itoînies professes and eîî<ta-
î'ors to Carry ixîto practîce.

The worhl is wiser and mîore charitable
now tiîan it was, or' tiiese bîooks (anid espe-
ciatty "lThe Professor ") 'vouid have been
burnt-long ago by the conîion. langînan,
if, indeed, tlîeir autiior couid have lîappiiy
escaped the saine fate! As it is, hie ini-

curred considerable odium f romn a certain
ciass at the tinie of their first publication.
The opinîionîs expressed tlierein on reli-
gious questions were undoubtediy mnost
advanced for tlîat time, and eveîî now
there are a large number of persons who
have umot overtàken tlîem.

The influence of these books in this
direction is the more beneficial and power-
ful on account of its indirectness. If
the opinions iintroduced here and there
throughout the series were expressed ini

the ordinary style and coliected ixito one
volume, with ahl the irrelevant matter ex-
ctuded, it is quite certain that such a book
would flot have nearly so wide a reading
as this series lis reoeived. It is safe to
say that it would scarcely 12e read at ahl


