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A Plain Talk Between Oursekes Con
cerning This Paper

PAST! PRESENT ! FUTURE?
It Has Had a Past ! It Has a Present ! Shall It Have a 

Future?

young people of the 
fields Bible Study 

literary classes, boys' clubs, girls’ 
report having 

highly gratifying in spi 
counter attractions. On 
f the circuits, especially in 

larger towns, the report of loss through 
moving picture shows caused deep con
cern. The chief opposition that has to be 
faced in the smaller towns and villages is 
the dance hall.

the work among the 
District. On several 
classes, l 
societies, 
that was

prog 
ite of the

THE ANSWER RESTS WITH ITS PATRONS AND FRIENDS
If you care about it, read this article. You may find it illuminating. If 

you do not, pass along. You may find something to 
interest you farther on.

There are fully 
only a slngl 
mailing sheet.

There are many places, 
where the Era Is passed 
the appointed leaders of 
Ings, and then simply for ass 
the preparation of the topics, 
unwise and unfair, and looks like indif
ference or penurlousness, or both.

There are many hundreds of League 
Officers who are not subscribers. How any 
person holding any official relation to the 
young people's work, or occupying any 
office in any League or Young People’s 
Society can do intelligent or progressive 
work or keep in touch with the growth 
of the Church’s activities among the 
young people without the Era, we cannot 
understand. If only all our officers took 
the paper, our subscription list would 
greatly and immediately grow.

Now note that every League has been 
asked by personal request from the Gen
eral Secretary and Editor to appoint an 
Agent for the Era. and thus provide both 
the Book Steward and the Editor some
one in every society with whom to cor
respond in the Interest of the paper.

The Editor has personally addressed 
those who are the only subscribers at 
their post offices, asking for their co
operation in securing new names.

He has written all the officers whose 
names and addresses he has who are not 
subscribers, soliciting their subscripts 

He has sent out many sample copie: 
pastors, presidents, secretaries and others, 
that they may at least have some slight 

tance with the
er thirteen full years of trial, the 

Epworth Leagues, other Young People's 
Societies and Sunday Schools of Cana
dian Methodism do not appreciate the Era 
enough to give It their support and make 
It self-sustaining, the Editor is of the 
opinion that the Book Committee might 
well question its responsibility or obliga
tion for the continued publication of It 
month after month at a loss.

Young people, do you not feel v 
Editor somewhat ashamed and humili
ated that, with an aggregate membership 
of 80,000, we are not maintaining 

ring business basis?

Two thoughts were suggested on read- 
the above : 1, the manifest tendency 

substitute some other form of Young 
People’s Society for the Epworth League ; 
and 2, the need of the Church becomln 
more and more the centre of 
life of the young people In u 
munlty. Here is an extract from 
received recently from one of the best 
known of our eastern ministers. It states 
the case clearly regarding our first 
thought:

ÎK s whereBOO post office 
of the paper iilng " Plain Talk ” was 

rgtnally as an editorial 
pages. On consultation 
of the Periodical Depart- 

om, and on his advice 
in the paper, but was 

t form and a copy was sent 
lsters and Young 

ts. That was

*T*HE followl 
I written o: 

for these 
Manager 
the Book Ro 

not printed 1 
In leafle

the com- e copy
we are told, 

und among 
eekly meet- 
sistance In 

This Is

with the 
ment of

issued
to all our min 
Societies' preslden 
1910. A second issue was similar 
culated in Janu

ment of 
unwise

People’s 
In June,

The thought of 
Periodical Depart- 

Book Room was that It might 
to expose our weaknesses, and 

our readers should not be lectured 
on tne matter of circulation, for not they, 
but the non-subscribers, were to blame 
for the coi iparative fewness of < „ 
patrons. But it is time to speak out, 
whether wise or unwise, the editor deems 
this an opportune issue in which to " tell 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth ” concerning this paper.

to get our view-point in J

Other organizations that are a sort of 
modification of the Epworth League are 
being introduced, and seem short-lived. I 

convinced that the Epworth League, 
mpleteness of its organization 
i adaptability to all conditions, 

equalled and cannot easily

ary, 1912. 
if the

in the co
and in its 
has not been 
be surpassed.

be
that 

: th
That conviction Is worth thinking 

over, and we believe the judgment lead
ing up to it is sound. As to the Epworth 
League's place in the social life of the 
community, we think that a careful per
usal of Mr. Bishop’s article further on in 
this issue will prove most suggestive. 
Our sympathy Is with young people who 
like pictures. They should have them, 

the Church should see that the pic
tures that attract are morally wholesome 
and artistically beautiful. No unclean 
thing, whether for eye or ear, should be 
tolerated, and a high moral sense and an 
acute moral conscience should so exist In 

llty by an awakened 
r streets and all they con- 

safe places for our boys and 
way. God pity the young 
nder the spell of the dan::

1910, read 
s b

rcular to which reference 
een made above. Here It is:lia

TWEEN OUR-A PLAIN TALK BEI 
SELVES.
June, 1910.

number of The Canadian 
which he prepared 

1908), Dr. Crews, who was
this important statement

‘ItIn the 
EpworthCtM

ry commun 
rch that oui 
shall

Church that 
tain shall be 
girls In every 
folk who are u 
hall. And while you pity them, too, do 

ely for forming 
ites and compan 
ffers them nothl

editor, made 
arding it: "

Its
Ion list 
ent. the

ubscrlpt
off to any appreciable exti 

suit will be that the Era will go
altogether, a consummation de- 

etted. Let it be under- 
the Epworth 
ts own is for 
support in a

;.es
not blame them sever 
dance hall last 
your church o 
ister

voutly to be regrf
d that the only way for 

League to have a paper of i 
its members to rally to its 
loyal and enthusiastic way.”

Immediately following the appearance 
of this editorial paragraph unexpected 
changes, consequent on the death of Dr. 
Withrow, took place. Dr. Crews became 
editor of the Sunday School publications, 
and to the writer, as part of his duties 
as Secretary of the Gent 
Sunday Schools and Yo 
Societies, was given editor 
the Era.

Though our subscribers have not de
creased in number, we have not very 

increased, and we regret to 
ur Leaguers have not generally 

nded to the former editor's last call 
ally to Its support In a loyal and 

enthusiastic way." Just why this has 
been the case the present editor has been 

It his concern, as far aa possible, 
out. While he is not responsible 

publication of the Era. he is 
naturally intensely interested in the busi
ness success of the paper, and wants 
to see it where it never has 
self-supporting and paying basis.

Here are a few facts that an examina
tion of our records and mailing sheets 
has shown:

There are a number of Lea 
other You

forming 
ships If

ra them nothing to min- 
to their social natures or affords 

them wholesome recreation and healthful 
pleasures.

pa
ml arqualn

If.

“ We urge our minsters, Epworth 
League Presidents and League workers 
in general, to do all in their power to de
velop the prayer spirit in our Ep 
League meetings, even though it 
mean less topic reading, and tha 

this resolution be sent each min 
„ Epworth League President.”
This Is part of a minute of proceedings 

f our central District Meetings,

eral Board of
°f d ung People's 

lal charge of
paper on a pay 

Of course the paper does not please 
What paper ever did or ever 

while so 
majority

at one o
and touches a vital matter. We have 

asure in 
it contai 
■ Circles

congenial. Missionary Societies are 
able; but an Epworth .League is 
than any of these, more Indeed 
put together. It is essentially 
Club, as truly as was that at Oxf

glorious campaig 
ife and growth.

ybody.passing on the recommenda- 
ilns to all our Leagues. Ltt- 

i are good, Social Clubs are

materialilly 
t o will

the great
either writ........
so In words of ki

Mo me have criticized It, 
of those who have 
ken of It have done

say tha
"°r It hnd°lly apprêt

Your General Secretary has many 
duties to perform besides editing the Era, 
but though various calls on his time and 
strength may come, he will continue to 
do his best to give to the Church a prac 
tirai and helpful paper dealing with 

anlzed Sunday School and young 
people’s work, but he reminds the whole 
body of Methodist youth of what Dr. 
Crews wrote in his last Era editorial, 
and which is quoted In italics above.

These are some facts that ought to be 
widely known and for which the Editor 
has no apology. They are plainly stated 
and honestly expressed. The issue re
mains with you.

Let us all work together, and so make

than all 
a Holy 

ord when
"The

making

Wesley started his 
inward spiritual 1 
Epworth League includes 
literary topics, It exercises a wholesome 
social influence, It raises missionary 
money; but it cannot fulfil Its office and 
ministry by these alone. It must breathe 
the vital atmosphere of 
meetings must be pe 
of prayer, all Its 

pted by 
genders, and 
how to l 
it is a

study of
been, on a

prayer, all its 
>d by the spirit gues and 

ng People's Societies where not 
Era is taken. What kind of

rmeatc
activities must be 

the motive which 
unless Its mem

prayer en- even one
progress ran they ever expect to make? 
What kind of a society can they ever 
hope to be?

yer life,pray and live out the pra 
failure as an Epworth Lei


