
CONTENTS

CHAPTER I Pack
Concerning a Deception Practised by the People of Upper Canada Prior to July, 1812—Apparent- 

incapacity for IMence—Efforts of General Himcoe—Militia Acte and their Imjiotency—Lukewarm 
House of Assembly—Lack of Military Preparation—Small Regular Force—Flank Companies of 
Militia—Difficulties in Defending Province—Despondency of Sir George Prévost—Confidence of 
Americans—Unexpected Result—Opinion of Wellington—Defeat of four American Artniss 9

CHAPTER 11
The Raising of the Yorks—Larger Boundaries of the Original County—Varied Population within Present 

County Limits—Village of York —United Empire Loyalists -French Emigrés —German Settlement— 
Quakers—American Settlers—Joseph Willeoeks—The Flank Companies of York Militia—2nd Regi
ment Recruited at Burlington -First and Thin! Regimen ta—Colonel Cruikshank’s < >ninion as to Origin 
of the 12th Regiment—Officers in York Regiments—Graham—Chewitt—Al The “Fighting
Judges"—McLean—Robinson. ........... 13

CHAPTER 111
How the York Mii.itia went with Brock to Detroit and How Peter Robinson’s Rifle Company 

Kept Tryst—Parade of Militia on Garrison Common—General Hull’s Proclamation- Brock’s Pro
clamation —The Mackinac Exjieditioii—Hull’s Invasion—How Brock Crossed to Niagara and Back—
Brock Calls for Volunteers at York—Officers Selected—Route from Burlington—Visit to Six Nations 
—Reasons for Water Route—Diary of Voyage—Arrival at Fort Malden—Orders Issued by Brock en 
route -Brock’s Boat runs Aground—Character of Brock and his Volunteers—Results of the Kxiiedi- 
tion —Arrival of Peter Robinson—Acts as Escort to Brock—Narrow Esca|>e at Buffalo—Arrival at 
Fort Erie.......................................................................................................................................................... 17

CHAPTER IV
Push on the York Volunteers—The Frontier Defended by Brock—Critical State of Affairs—Brock’s 

Disposition of Troops—Van Rensselaer's Plan—Attack on Queen-ton—Cameron Starts for Qucenston—
Brock Gallops to the Scene of Action—Attempt of Brock t Recover the Heights—“Push on the 
York Volunteers"—Death of Macdonell—Pickets join She: Column—Sheaffc’s Dispatch—Effect
of Brock’s Death ....... ....... 23

CHAPTER X
How General Sheaffe pi t the Quietus on the York fensible Condition of York—Description

of the Village and its “Fortifications"— Channel i- -Sheaffe’s Duty—Conduct of Defence—
Explosion of Magazine and Death of General l*ik« \lilitia Ordered to Treat for Terms—American 
Sharpness—Names Addisl after Capitulation Signed—Plucky Interference of Dr. Strachan—Futility 
of Resistance. ............... 27

CHAPTER VI
The Ingredients of Sedition -Formation of Patrician Class—Land Grabbing—Clergy Reserves—Agita

tions—Gourlay, Collins and William Lyon Mackenzie -Political Methods of the Day—Family Com
pact —Attitude of Militia—Higher Officers of the Militia—Mackenzie’s Black List—Weakness of the 
System. ............... 31

CHAPTER VII
The Fovjt Thousand Muskets at the City Hall—Two Distinct Periods in Mackenzie Rebellion What 

Mackenzie's Revolt Depended on —The Four Thousand Stand of Arms—Character of Sir Francis 
Head —The Mackenzie Movement takes a Military Direction -Head sends the Regulars to Quebec— 
Mackenzie’s first plan to get the Muskets—The Restlessness of Colonel Fitzgibhon His Snubs and 
his Precautions—Mackenzie’s Second Plan—Date fixed for December 7th, 1837—Rolph Changes the 
Date—Outbreak of Rebellion—Jarvis' Picket Head Dresses Himself—Arrival of McNab from 
Hamilton—Defeat of Rebels—Where were the Colonels?—Description of the Militia in 1837.

5
33


