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lf NEGROES AND DISASTERS
It takes a great disaster, such as

i a train wreck ,a great war or even
i the sinking of a ship to give occas-
' gion for negroes to prove to all the
world that moble blood flows through
their veins although this blood may

} not be “blue.”
Lk y The sinking of the S.S. Vestris gave
: occassion for M. Chas. H. |Tuttie,
United States Attorney in the Court
| i ; of Inquiry, to make the following
statement: “I have seen in one or
two quarters, some criticism of the
it colored members of the crew; and
I think it only fair to say that, so
far as T know or have any informa-
} 3 tion, the testimony just given by Mr.
Joseph Boxhill today is typical of the
conduct of the colored part of the
crew. Not only does the evidence
indicate that they showed no insub-
¥ ordination or cowardice, but on the
i‘ { contrary, the evidence shows affirm-
atively that they obeyed orders and
' stayed in the stoke holds as long as

anything could be done, and that sub-
! sequently—and I know this will be
: further emphasized by the evidence—
f the colored members of the crew dis-
! played real heroism in dragging peo-
{ ple from the water into life boats
! { and in supporting helpless people
while in the water. I think it only
fair that this statement should be

made at this time.”
Herbert J. Siligman, director pub-
licity, N.A.A.C.P., who attended the
' ! morning session of the court writes:
“A little black man walked quietly on
. the stand at the Court of Inquiry to-
Al day and in a clear voice, told the
4 story of the sinking of the Vestris.
Lionel Licorish was at the wheel of
the ship while the list grew steadily
At ‘ greater. He stood by for orders ana
i carried messages from the Captain

B

of the ill-fated ship to the carpenter,
askng him to stop the inflow of water
at the port and half doors. He stood
on the bridge awaiting the Captain's
orders until near the very end, and
helped passengers into life boats.
Then, when thg ship was so far gone
that no one could stand on the deck,
he loosened the straps holding No.
14 lifeboat so that it would float when
the steamer was down, himself slia
off the deck into the water and swam
away from the ship in order to avoid
being drawn under by the suctfon.
When he turned around to look, the
steamer “was gone, out of sight in the
ocean depths. The empty lifeboat

he had loosened was floating in the | and pa
water. He swam to it, got oars, res-|as thr

cued 20 passengers and crew and

o men bailing all night until rescue | acros:

came.” exam]
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And thus runs the simple but beau-
tiful story of bravery and self-sacri
fice of black folk in the face of dan-|his
ger and disaster. So is the story of | make A
the Negro porter in a train wreck of | black ]
a few months ago, himself mortally | live anc

from the deBris until exhausted, still | home i1

when a physician bends over him hts | ters m
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