~ fand that Higgins, when he

POOR DOCUMENT

the gang always worked things at anyrate.
For instance, if that party @id it, perhaps
he planned to be home around that time,
or within a short time. Hardly anybody
can fasten the time down to the exact
ninute when they have no special reason
to remember it.” o

“Do you think Oulton carried a purse?”

“No, I would think a miser would
consider a purse too expensive. He would
probably invest in a bag or ‘old stocking.
Now I tas ‘once told of an old miser—
‘Course I am not saying who, you know
—who always carried his money that]

“Well now, this old miser—I am not

. saying who either, yow’ll mnotice Holm—

‘What kind of a bag did he carry his
money in?’ asked the reporter.

“My old miser—course I'm not saying
who, you know”—with a sudden know-

.ing laugh and elevation of the heavy eye-

lids—“Well, he carried something like an
old pocket cut out of a pair of
pants—the other old miser.”

“Well, was it really a pocket?”’

“Yes, it was really a pocket tied with a
string; which: he carnied—I mean the
other old miser I heard about.” :
Division of Spoil.

‘“How about the division of Oulton’s
money ?”’

“Well, of course they’d divide—that is}
you know if there was more tham ome. I
kind of think more money was expected
to be found in the house. The old fellow
I heard about—the other old miser, you
know—he used to carry a pretty big
sum . sometimes.”

“As a matter of fact, Holm, have you
ever heard it said that it would be easy
to kill the —well, the other miser?”’

“No not exactly that, but I have heard
it suggested that it would be easy to get
in his house and get the money out from
under his pillow. He was watched sev-
eral times putting it there, you know. I
mever heard it suggested to kill him, but
T have heard chloroform talked about.”

“What do you think happened right
after Oulton was muardered?”

“They would probably search him first
and then ransack the house. Do’ I think
the braises came from a fall? No, I guess
mot. A ‘tirt wouldn't fall ‘heavy enough
to break ‘his nose. If ‘& ‘man trips over
anything ‘he puts out’ his' arm=‘so—and
that breaks the fall to'a '¢értain extent.”
. {“What ‘would e’ the probable actiods
of ‘thesé 'péople ‘after the fire was dis:
covred?” - ! bkl i

i
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Lay. Lew: for Developments. -
“I ‘ghink they would go back to the
house first thing. Amd say, don’t you
think if the ‘police had been half smart
they would have watched who was there
firet? I would have. Then, some of the
ones who did ‘the deed might hang rouwad
all night on the look out for money, and
agdin they might have followed the erowd
to where the body was taken to hear the
opitiion of the people. You.can bet they
watched the police, all right.” ;

“Jf a man had been arrested that night
when' the “crime’ was . discovered, you
think  he -mfight have known something
of ‘the murder?”’

“Well, yes, I.should think that he
would know something about it. Wouldn’t
it ‘be matural if a man had been in tobe
habit, of getting into a house at a certain
time for a gooed while and he went one
might-and couldn’t get in at the: msual
hour, that he would think something.was
wrong? I would. Why would a man: go,
back some hours after?” :

“Well, what you think would be likely
to happen the day after such a crime?”
asked the reporter.

“Well, I guéss whoever did it would
lay ‘low, await 'developments = and'™see

.which way'the police was ‘working. There

may have been two men and they may
have worked it together—one outside, the
other hidden on the inside. Then one
would probably ‘have things ready to skip
out if matters went wrong. My impres-
sion would be to that effect. I wonder if

FACTS POINTING TO MURDER.

‘According to expert med-
ical’ testimony, Oulton’s
wounds could not have been
self-inflicted, or the result
of an accident.

There was no explanation
as to the origin of the fire,
other than that it might have
been’ started by the mur-
derer or murderers to con-
ceal the crime. ;

The man had not been dead
more than twelve hours.
Rigor mortis had set in.

Culton was known to have
carried bags of money con-
cealed about his person.
When searched at the un-
dertaker’s; not a cent -was
found, nor were the bags in
which the money was kept.
‘It was stated by those who
‘knew him that he was liable,
through a-weak 'heart, to oc-
casionally fall, but Dr. Scam-
mell’s autopsy revealed the
‘fact thatthe heart and other
organs, were in exceptional-
ly good condition. :

. Oulton kept several large
rocks Iin his bed. These
rocks he would heat, and use
.after the warming pan fash-
‘fon. There was no proof to
bear out the theory that, sud-
-denly becoming weak, he
had fallen on his bed, his
head coming in contact with |
‘the rocks. :
.- It is noteworthy that Holm
.gpeaks of fire as useful in
‘destroying signs of foul play,

testified in his own defense,
sald that a suggestion was
made about burning Doher-
ty’s body- thereby introdu-
cing a matter which had net

been mentioned before.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE OULTON TRAGEDY,

[

April 23rd.

other lad.

This was shortly before 10 o’cloak.

old hermit’s house.

‘Wm. Searle.

alive

believed he had been murdered.

person or persons uzknown.

Jsaac G. Oulton, an aged Douglas avenue rechme; was found -dead in his
home between the hours of 8 and 10 o’clock on the evening of 'Wednesday,

His skull was badly crushed and this with other suspicious circumstances
led to the belief that he had been mundered.

Between the hours mentioned. Thomas IGillespie, of 50 Elm street, who
had for years been caring for the old hermit, went to his home with his sup-
per. He could not gain admittance, but again returmed with his son and an-

They made an entry through a door in the rear, and by the light of a
Jamp which they brought with them, saw Oulton lying dead—on his bed. There
were deep gashes in his skull, and the face was mutilated.

acquainted Coroner Roberts with” what had happened and the boys went home.
The coroner detained Gillespie and telephoaed for the police.
‘While waiting, an alarm of fire came in—a fire which proved to be in the

The firemen, forcing their way in found Oulton as Gillespie had described.
The bed clothing was burning, but the blaze was quickly overcome and Oul-
ton’s body removed to an undertaker’s shop. :

At the subsequent coroner’s inquest-the jury comprised Joseph Court, Chas.
Colwell, E. M. Sprague, F. A. Young, Albert McArthur, J.

Thomas Gillespie swore that on Tuesday evening Oulton had supper with
him, and left shortly afterwards for his home. He did mot see lum again

He also swore that early in the Week a man named Kendricks made a writ-
ten agreement with Oulton concerning board and lodging.

The thouse Gillespie occupied was owned by Oulton and in a room of this
house Kendricks was to take up his quarters.

After Oulton’s death Kendricks could not be found, but a rent agreement
in QOulton’s writing was found in his house.

Mrs. Cameron, of Metca!f street, awore she saw Oulton oa the Elm street
dump about 10 o’clock on the morning of Wednesday, April 23rd. He was
‘ talking to a stranger. James Williams, of Sheriff street, swore he saw d:ceased
“at Douglas avenue that eveming about 8 o’clock.

Doctor Scammell swore that from the appearance of OQulton’s wounds he

A most searching investigation was made, but there were no arrests. The
coroner’s jury brought in a verdict that Oulton had been murdered by some

Leaving the body as it was, Gillespie

V. Russell and

v

Oulton was known to carry home more
money that might than usual. I should
say he would, and of course in that case
that particular night would be selected.”

Time for ‘the Crime.
- Holm here gave some interesting in-
formation concerning the way in. which

the burglaries he was concerned in were:

¢ommitted. )

“Now our gang always selected Thurs-
day or Friday night for such things.
Why? Oh, say mow, you're not up in the
game, are you? Because there’s always
more money in the tills Thursday and
Friday night. Saturday night ’s no good,
but if” you do it on Thursday or Friday
you are pretty sure to get the stuff left
on Mcnday and Tuesday, too.

“Now, Oulton might have collected
rent, or had more money than usual
that day. The pemson who was most in-
timately acquainted with his affairs would
be the one to know this. Now, say, look
here, I guess you’re on the dead square
all right, but let ’s get off this and I'll
tell you about - the Brownville racket.”

Before the interview ended Holm was
pressed to say whether his assumptions
were correct. His reply was: “Self-praise
isn’t much of a recommemndation, but T
think I might say my guesses are about
right. I think I’'m a pretty good guesser.”

Holm then detailed the particulars of
the Brownville trp. = Acording to his
statement Higgins was one of ‘the prime
movers -in . the affair and not only carried
a club, but supplied the lead they were

filled with. He told Holiy he bought the

lead at a plumber’s on King Square.

In referring to a certain burglary, Holm
made the remark that. if he were sure a
certain man was dead he would give the
whole thing away. 1t was suggested to
him that perhaps the reporter wduld re-
member if the name had ever appeared
in the obituary columns, when, quick as a
flash, came the rather oynical remark:
“No, I guess not; the papers don’t bother
with long notices when such fellows drop
out.”

Holm was asked if it were true that one
of the boys in the crowd usually followed
Detective Killen’s steps from the time he
left the .central police station at 7 in the
evening until he went off duty-

“Not always,” said he. *“But we dud
when there was anything doing. It was
always safer to know where Paddy was
when there was a job on. The boys are a
little bit scared of him.”

The young prisoner told, with the ut-
most coolness, how, about the time dis-

4 grganization came to the gang, there was a

plan to rob the Opera House. With sang
roid he said: “And if anybody had hap-
pened ‘along about that time, just heard
the noise and came to find out where the
trouble was, well there is a long stairway
there, and a man might fall down it I1n
his hurry and get killed. Of course that
would be an accident, wouldn’t 1t?

“It isn’t true,”” he went on, ‘‘that the
erowd was regularly organized. Just a lot
of us would get together and plan burg-
laries as they came up.”

In connection: with -the Kennedy burg-
lary Holm said:.. ‘‘Goodspeed and I plan-
ned the first Kennedy robbery. I wanted
to buy the information from him of where
certain things were located inside, because
he worked there; but he said-sooner than
take a small share, he would go in it with
me-”

Holm uses excellent language and is a
bright talker. Once during the discussion
of the Oulton murder he said: “My re-
marks: are merely assumptions. If I am
assuming too much tell me, for I know
that is a_ dangerous thing to do when re-
porters are around.”

Holm says-he "was'never:a reader of

| dime novels, but preferred, as he expressed

it, “more splid reading,” preferably his-
tory.

‘ The reporter agreed to keep certamn
statenients ““a dead secret,” and unthink-
igly ‘made a remark 'to. the ecffect that

Holm would see the promise was . kept
when his statement appeared in the paper.
The boy of many parts instantly repued,
with a comical grimace: “Well, don’t you
think that paper’ll be kind of old when
I see it. It will be a good while before 1
get a chance to read the papers.” "

MBERT COUNTY
~ TEACHER'S INSTITUTE,
Opens at Hopemill-iarge At-

tendance — President’s Address
Followed by Discussions. ‘

Hopewell Hill, Sept. 26—The 25th anual
session of the Aidbert County Teachers’
Institute opened here yesterday, with an
unusually large attendance of teachers
drom all parts of the county. The weather
has been exceptionally favorable and with
the' cordial hospitality of the residemts of
the willage, the visitors have been having
an enjoyable time. The following teachers
were present; T. E. Colpitte, W. M.
Burns, J. T. Horseman;, Moses W. Mil-
bon,; L. R. Hetuerington, E. A. Coleman,
J. . Alfred Bannister, ‘W. C..Anderson,
J. R. Branscombe, Fraak H. Blake, Bliss
©O’Blenis, Arthur W. Barber, Henry, Har-

'vey Stugrt, Marion R. Atkinson, Julia. ¥.

Brewster, Bentie B. Shives, Hattie L. Mil-
ton, Orpah A. West,M. Elizabeth Tingley,
Mangaret K. Smith, Emma A. Smith,
Jennie A. Smith, Violet M. Steeves, Glen-
dine T. Brewster, Gerirude A. McAnulty,
Helena A. Daley, Mildred P. Milton, Clara
L. Moore, S. Rebecca Bennett, Mrs. J. T.
Horseman, Mary A. MkcLeod, Maggie C.
Simpson, Martha J. Avard, Evelyn R.
Bennett, Annie E. Deery, Josephine Daw-
son, M. Beatrice Steeves, Susie E. Steeves,
Edna M. Floyd, Sophromia A. Colpitts,
L. Edna James, Ethel E. Swanson, Mamie
Stewart, Celia M. Colpitts, H. Caroline
Welling, Deborah E. Bishop, Bessie B.
Horseman, Minnie E. Colpitts aad A.
Grace McGorman.

Rev. Mr. McPherson, who was present,
was elected honorary member of the In-
stitute.

The following committecs were appoint-
ed:
Reception—Misses Grace MecGonman,
Orpah West and Mamie Stewart.

Nominating—Misses Evelyp Benmnett,
Miltoa,  Josephine Dawson, Mrs. J. T.
Horseman, W. E. Anderson and ‘E. A.
Coleman.

Public meeting—H. H. Stuart, W. M.
Burng and T. E. Colpitts.

Anditor—J. T. Horseman.

Press—W. M. Burns and H. H. Stuart.

The president, T. E. Colpittse gave af

very excellent address of welcome, in
which he regretted the absence of Inspec-
tors Smith and Steeves, as well as Doctor
Inch, who was not at home. He eulogized
the value of ithe teaching prcfession
which he considered equal te, if not su-
perior, to the clerical, in moulding char-
acter. It was the teacher’s duty in so
far as possible to hake good citizens, and
the responsibility of the members of the
profession was great.

During the morning session a carefully
prepared paper on Discipline was read
by ‘W. C. Anderson, which was discussed
by J. T. Horseman, Rev. Mr. MecPherson,
W. M. Burns, the president, and others.

The general tenor of the discussion would
seem to indicate that physicai punishment
should mot be necessary to good govern-
ment.

Canadian Has Smallpox
Leominster, Mass.,, NSept. Z—Wm, b.
Martineau, a young French-Canadian who
came here from Canada two weeks ago,
was found to be suffering from smallpox
today. i
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PERHAPS HIGEINS
WILL ESCAPE THE
GALLOWS FINALLY

Will Be Sentenced to Death
on Oct. 7, But There Wil
- Be an Appeal.

HIS FATE IS IN DOUBT.

Report of Proceedings, Together
With Jury's Recommendation for
Mercy to Be Sent to the Secretary
of State—More Aboutthe Pris-
oner.

Frank Higgins will not be sentenced for
the murder of Williamn Doherty until
October 7. That was the decision reached
by, Mr. Justice Landry Friday
ing.

His honor opened court at the u-ual
bour aad a noticeable feature was the
¢omparatively small attendance of spec
tators. s

After the opening ceremonies, Mr. Mul-
lin, counsel for Higgins, stated that he
bhad not had sufficient opporbunity to
look into the legal aspects of the ‘case
since'"the adjournment, as he had been
very busy in the Exchequer Court. ’

He had four points in his miad and
coubd make a bald statement of them to
the court but was not in a position to
elaborate them. He had had no time to
consult authorities and. therefore was not
prepared to present a mnished legal argu-
ment.

Judge Landry replied that the case was
of great importance to Mr. Mullin’s client
and that he would allow him all the
latitude possible.

Mr. Mullin said that he wished to pre-
seat an dbjection to geme directions given
by his honor to the jury, but that he had
not received a copy''of the charge from
the stenographer. :

His honor answered -that it was' Mr.
Mullin’s right to make objections to any
point in his charge and consequently with
Mr. McKeown’s 'consént, he would ad-
journ court until Octdber 7.

After a winspered comsultation between
the judge and counsel, his honor anndunc-
ed the passing of sentence on Frank Hig-
gine would be deferred until October 7 be-
cause of Mr. Mullin’s-desire that his argu
ment should be presented before sentence
is passed. As he cobld see mo harm in
this application his honor granted it.

It is understood that Judge Landry wil!
be obliged to pass sentence of death upon
the prisoner, but before the sentence
takes effect he will forward a report of
the proceedings together with the jury’s
verdict and recommendation to mercy to
the Oanadian secretary of state. It wili
then be brought before the dominioa gov-
ernment and after the ministers pass upon
it, giving their individual opinions, as to
the advisability of complying with the re-
commendation, it will be brought before
the governor-general. If hie excellency de
cides to endorse the recommndation he
has the power to do so, but it is under-
stood that in any case his ~decision is
final.

morn-

SUSSEX MAY FIGHT

THE SCOTT ACT,

Sussex, Sept. 28— (Special)—There is
talk here of an agitation for the repeal
of the Canada Temperance ast. The
advodates of the movement claim thal
the act can be repealed. They say that
the sale of liquor has not been suppress-
ed that any one with the price can ob-
tain it, perhaps not by the glass, but in
larger quantities, which is not desirable.

They also say that the act has been
in force since 1880 and the loss in revenue
to the county during that time has been
enormous.

Sussex needs a policeman to supress an
element from the outside who make the
night hidecus with their cries, but who
are mot molested for the want of this
official,

On the other hand there are those who
claim that the sale of liquor has been re-
duced and that repeal would be a re-
vvograde movement that rroperty hae in-
creased in value since the act came into
force and that the, people generally are
more presperous. This is met by the as:
sertion that we are living in an era of
prowperity.

SUSSEX EXH!BITION.

Special Trains on Tuesday and Wednesd .y~
A Fine Shcw Coming :

A special fast train will leave St. John
at 11 a. m. on Tuesday and Wednesday,
Sept. 30 and Oct. 1, for Sussex to accom-
modate those who purpose attending the
racing there on those days. *A special low
rate has been made for the round trip,
which will doubtless be taken advantage
of by many persons trom this city.

There is a good field of entries in all
classes, and in the free-for-all some fast
time and close heats are anticipated.

‘I'here can be tew pieasanter outings
than a visit to the pretty town of Sussex
on a race day- Thé classes are all filled
with an excellent field of horses and splen-
did racing is anticipated. ‘Lhe track 1s
only three minutes walk from the I. C.'R.
depot.
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CTCBER 1, 1902.

“SUICIDE,” SAYS THE JURY,
' IN THE WOOUEN CASE.

(Continued from page 1.)

“Am about to take life and the stuff I
take does not do I will use something else
for this has been in my mind for some
time. We will atarve out of this world
as I am no more use to myself. Jobhnny
will have to do the best he can, and what
is life and I put this where no one will
find it for a long time, as there is no
blame on you for what I am about to do.
I cannot see and I am better out of the
way. You was always good to me ‘and
here is some of my hair, so good bye

“THOMAS WOODEN.

“] am alone here and this is the time
I can take it when there is no one to ece
me. Do not cry for me.”

The other letter, written from Emerson
Camp last October, eould not be made
out,

Her Manner Pugnacicus

Mrs. Wooden’s manner on the stand to-
day was somewhat pugnacious, and when
Mr. Baxter, by special favor of the coro-
ner, addressed the jury, there was a touch
of grim humor in the way she interpreted
his remarks. There was a sudden start
and a ewift flush of anger as Mr. Baxter
said that at the inquiry some weeks ago
he regarded Mrs. Wooden’s statements in
some respects as remarkable at least, and
felt that there was something' unexplained
in the whole regrettable affair.

It was only when Mr. Baxter went
on to say every suspicious circum-
gtance in regard to poisoning had
been cleared away and innogence es-
tablished beyond a doubt that his client
regained her shaken confidence.

Mr. Baxter made an excellent address
and at the finding of the verdict and while
waiting for it also, he was congratulated
on ail sides.

Though the crowd evidently waited and
hoped for sensational developments the in-
quiry was devoid of any dramatic inci-
dents. There were one or two little hap-
penings,’ however, which enlivened the ses-
sion. One was when Mr. Baxter sharply
reprimanded a clergyman during the ex-
amination of a witness relative to the let-
ters mentioned. The witness gave it as
his .opinion that Jecceased had never writ-

| ten the letters, when sharp and quick came

Mr, Baxter's reprimand.
Rebuked a Witness.

“What’s that you say,” said he, turning
to the clergyman who sat near him. “You
said ‘same here’ to that remark. I noticed
your biased attitude upon a former occa-
gion. I consider your conduet unbecoming
a clergyman.”

The minister sought to explain and later
he and the counsel indulged in a wordy!
war during which Mr. Baxter told the
clergyman he considered the latter ‘had
disgraced his sacred calling by his un-
charitable and prejudiced conduct.

Again, just as the case was given to the
jury, a lady who had been a voluble wit-
ness marched up to the gounsel with all
the signs of war written on her face. She
bad’ taken to herself the remarks regard-
ing gossip having had much to do with the
accusation against Mrs. Wooden and felt
she had a reputation to vindicate. The
gallant counsel beat a hasty retreat before
the lady’s storm of words..

While the jury deliberated spectators
and those connected with the case offi-
cially and otherwise spent the intervening
time in discussing the probable outcome.

No Poison.

The first witness to be examined today
was Morris V. Paddock, of St. John. He
testified that though he had applied very
searching and unfailing tests no sign of
strychnine or other alkaloid poisoning had
been found in the portions submitted to
him for examination. Mr- Paddock’s testi-
mony was brief and completely exploded
the poisoning theory-

The testimony of Doctor Dundas, who
had made the autopsy, was wholly techni-
cal and was given in response to counsel’s
questions as to the effect of bullet wounds
on the brain. From previous experience
he would say it was impossible for de-
ceased to have inflicted both wounds,
though cases quite as remarkable have oc-
curred.

Martin Allen, sworn, related a conver-
sation between himself and deceased two
or three days before the shooting. 1t
showed Mr. Wooden was in bad health
and despondent.

The Widcw Call=d.

There was a buzz of excitement when

the name of Mrs. Jemima Wooden 'was,

called and a deep silence prevailed while
her testimony was being given. She was
examined by the -coroner and gave the fol-
lowing evidence:—

I remember the night of *January 6. On
that night my husband slept downstairs,
though his bedroom was on the floor
above. He objected to going upstairs. He
requested me to remove the feather bed
as he said it was too warm. He slept
with his trousers on but gave no explana-
tion of why he did so.

To Coroner Pride—I did not see anyone
round except the family on the morning
of the shooting. When John went on his
errand and I to the barn my husband was
alone. I am positive of that. It is pos-
sible that some one could have gone in
without my knowledge. I have no sus-
picion that any one did so. The revolver
which was found on my husband’s breast
belonged to my son and was kept on the
corner shelf in the kitchen. I have seen
my husband take the revolver down and

look at it many times. The first time was
a week before his duath, about two months
after 1 destroyed the poison. 1 began to
feel uneasy two days before his death
Shaiply Questiored.

Crown Prosecutor Allen here sharply
questioned the witness as to why she had
the revolver on the shelt the day before
her husband’s death but did not see him
with it

Continuing, she said: I am not pre-
pared to say the revolver was not there
Monday afternoon; I ncver said anything
to my son about taking the revolver away
and did not remark on its absence to any
one. I can’t swear the revolver was not
loaded on that day but know that upon
other occasions when he handled it it was
not loaded. I do not swear it was not
loaded the last time he had it. The cart-
ridges lay on the shelf with the revolver.

The letters found in Wooden’s pocket
were here produced and recognized by the
witness as those found by her.

She continued: I showed it to my step-
son the day I found it. I will swear 1t is
taken such pains to destroy the poison
and yet leave the revolver under de-
ceased’s hand The witpess became some-
what confused under the questions but
said all her fear was of poison. She saw

in my husband’s handwriting, although 1
have only seen him write one letter two
or three years ago-

‘Her Counsel Yakes a Hand.

To Mr. Baxter—When I destroyed the
poison, I thought all danger was remaved.
There was nearly always Some one ia
the house with him. On the morning of
death I sent John for a neighbor because
of his illness. He was acting queer. He had
pains in his legs and back, but was no
worse that morning than usual.

St-pson’s Action.

He told me I needn’t be in any hurry
back. I asked for an investigation be-
cause of reports which I understood came
from my stepson. I knew that my hus-
band’s death left me only dower rights.

Harry never asked me abeut his father’s

death. He stayed here until June and
then because of some disagreement with
John left. Previous to that time I heard
no talk of murder. I never told Mus.
Charlton my husband vomited the day be-
fore his death or had bad spells during
the day. I never said he ‘“hollered out”
during the night. I never told her the
reason  he called John was because my
husband said he wanted him to come
down so that he could tell him to take
care of me.

The Dead Mar's Son.

Harry Wooden, son of deceased, testi:
fied as follows: I first learned of my
father’s death on January 8, by telephone.
I came home because of this. Found my
step-mother feeling badly. The next mworn-
ing Mrs. Wooden told me that the day
before my father died she came in from
a call at William Kingston’s and found
my father lying sick on the floor. He had
fallen while vomiting and had bcea un-
able to get any further. She said she
thought he had grip as he complained of
pains in the head and legs. Father had
been unable to get upstairs and had been
put into bed where he was found. She
told me he had had bad epells and kep!
calling for Johnnie all night, and said
when she asked father why he wanted
John he said so that he might teil him to
be a good boy to take care of her. Johnnie
did not go in to see his father before
going to his rdom.

She said she had missed the revolver
that evening as had Johnnie, but he
thought she had taken it away. She de-
scribed my father’s sickness on the night
previous to death. Mrs. Wooden said she
sat by the stove all night. She wasafraid
to go to bed and aftenwards felt if she
had doae so he would probably have done
away with her as she fancied he had the
revolver about him, though nothing had
been seen of it when she took off his vest
and removed the feather bed.

When Johnmie got up at daylight she
gent him up to feed Wallace’s colt and
later to see his aunt.

Said People Might Talk.

Continuing witness told the circumstance
of Mrs. Wooden going to the barn as re-
lated to hmm by her, and of the finding of
the body. :

Continuing, he eaid, before the fumeral
she asked me about keeping the coffin
closed at the church, saying she tnought
it better to do so as people might talk.
Later she appeared anxious to know if
the\coffin had been opened in. church. In
March Mrs. Wooden and I had some con-
versation about holding another inquest,
and she asked me if I supposed. they
could tell anything if the body was taken

up.

I left homie in June because of a dis-
agreement with my brother John. It was
about this time I heard there were sus-
picions of murder and that she had said
I was going crazy and ehe feared I
would put an ead to my life. All along
there was a good deal of talk and on
July 11 1 asked my step-mother if sae
kneiw what the people’s opinion of her
was. I told her it was the same every-
where one went. She said ‘that is as much
as to say I put him out of the way,’ to
which I said ‘Yes’ I said the only way
to stop talk was to have another -inquest.
She said she wanted it done. We had
some further “conversation and the next
afternoon she came down where I was
staying with the letter which she claims
was written by my father. It was rolled
in a scrap of newspaper with a lock of
hair enclosed.

The letter was produced and after long
and earnest scrutiny witness said it was
the same one.

Said It Was Queer,

Continuing, the witness said: I said it
was queer it had only been found now,
and when I asked who wrote it she didn’t
say very much., Later Robert Clark and I
made a copy of the letter. I never saw
much of my father’s handwriting but my
opinion was and is now, that he didn't
write that letter.

It was at this juncture that the clergy-
man referred to made the remark “Same
‘here,” which roused Mr. Baxter’s. indi-
gnation and brought about a legal and
clerical tilt.

The witness. continuing said “The same
night when I asked about strychnine Mrs.
Woodea said she burnt all there was in
the house last fall but father might have
kept some of it for all she knaw. She
gave it as her opinion that he poisoned
himeelf. When I again saw the letter re-
ferred to I noticed that it had been rub-
bed and the letters blurred.

The cross-examination by Mr. - Baxter

mwas searching and severe, but the witness
did not vary his original statement in aay
way.
John O. Wooden, son of deceased, was
next witness and told of the injury to
his father’s head while in the woods last
fall, a limb falling on him and cutting it
severely. His father wrote a letter home
and enclosed it in one of his son’s. Wit-
ness told of his father’s gloom and/worry
and of significant remarks. The testimony
from this on was practically the same as
that given by Mrs. Wooden.

Mrs. Mantha Charlton, a sister ef the
deceased, took the stand and said she had
heard John say his father “hollered” and
when asked why he didn’t go down to
sce what was the matter he rephed that
he was afraid as he thought his father
had gone crazy and he was afraid to go
near him,

The balance of Mrs. Charlton’s evidence
related to things told her by Mrs. Weod-
en about her husband's condition the day
preceding his death and which were de-
nied by Mrs. Wooden in her evidence.
Mrs. Charlton’s testimony regarding con-
versations with Mrs. Wooden were cor-
roborated by Margaret Charlton.

The jury retired at 10 minutes past
5 and at 6 o'clock returned, the verdict of
suicide recorded above.

Kitled at Salem
Salem, Mass., Sept. 28—The badly mangl-
ed body of an unknown man about 35
years old, was found beside the track this
morning. i
From papers found in the pocket it’is
believed his name was Napoleon Revet,
but mothing further is known of him here,
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MISSISSPPIAS
BURN A NEGH
AT THE STh.

Husband of Wronged Woman
Applies the Torch to
Pile of Fagots.

FIEND HAD CONFESSED.

Had Been Guilty of Murder in Addi-
tion to the Crime for Which He
Was Tortured—Admitted the Jus-
tice of the Punishment.

Corinth, Muss.,, Sept. Z—Writhing 1n

the flames of fagots piled high by hundreds
of citizens, Tom Clark, alias Will Gibson,
a negro, was burned at the stake here at
a late hour today.

Clark had confess:d to one of the most
atrocious assauits and murders in the his-

tory of Mississippl, and that that he de- *

served his awful fate. On August 19 last
Mrs. Carrie Whitfield, the wife of a well- *
known citizen, was found dead in Dner
home. Inwvcstigation showed that she had
been assaulted. Her head was practically 3
-evered from her body-

Dibgent search lalded to disc.ose the o
identity of the murderr. Iinally suspicion -
pointed to Clark, and he wasg arrested
yesterday and brought here. The negro
confessed to the murder, and also said that
several years ago he killed two men on an
excursion train in Mississippi. He told
of an outrage perpetrated by himself on
a negro woman,

After hearing the confession, it was de-
cided that the negro should be hanged.
Ciark said he deserved cath, but asked
that the execution be delayed until today,
30 he could have a farewell interview with
his mother and brother, who lived in
Memphis.

Meanwhile the news of the negro’s arrest
and confession spread rapidiy over the
surrounding country, and today’s incoming
trains brought hundreds of people into the
city to witness the lynching.

At 3 o’clock the prisoner, heavily man-
acled, was taken from the jail by a posse
of armed men, and foltowed by a Jarge
crowd, was led to the east gate of the
negro cemetery. Fagots and wood had
been piled high around a stake, and the
negro was secure'y fastencd to the 1ron
rod.

Clark was asked if he had any desire to
make a statement. He again said that he
deserved the fate prepar:d for him, and
asked that a letter be delivered to his.®
mother and brother.

He appealed to his brother to raise his 4

children properly, admonishing them to be-
ware of evil companions. Kinally the word
was given to fire the pile”

The husband and brofher of Clark’s vic-
tim stepped forward and applied torches,
and in a moment the flames leaped up-
ward, enveloping the trembling negro in
smoke and fire. The clothing of the doom-
ed man was soon ignited and as the Hames
grew hotter his skin began to parch. ‘Lhe
negro moaned piteously at this juncture
and the agonized look on his face told ot
the torture he -was undergoing.

Finally his head fell forward on his
breast, and in a few minutes he was dead.
The flames were fed by the crowd until
the body was burned to a crisp. The gath-
ering dispersed in an orderly manner, and
the town assumed its normal condition.

J. B § SUTHERLAD
DIES AT AMHERST.

Amherst, Sept. 26— (Special)— After
some weeks of illness of typhoid, J. R. 8.
Sutherland, of Westville, Pictou county,
died here this morning at the residence
of the chief of police, J. H. Arthurs. The
deceased, who was the traveling represen-
tative of the Drummond -collieries, was
taken ill at St. Martins (N. B.), but was
able to reach Amherst, going direct to
the home of his aunt, Mrs. Arthurs, where
medical aid was at once summoned, and
all that human ekill could accomplish was
done. He was a son of the late Robert
Sutherland, of Westville, and was well
known throughout the maritime prov-
inces. His mother and one brother, J.
W. H. Sutherland, editor of the West-
ville Free Lance, who survive him, were
present during his last hours.

MR, MOTT APPEARS
T0 BE A “DEAD DA

Dalhousie, N. B., Sept 28— (Special)—The
opposition in Restigouche couaty has been
relying on Mr. Mott being able to form
a ticket with Councillor John Culligan,
jr., of Durham, whose father polled such
a large vote at the last local e'ection.

There is a regular panic in their ranks
now that it is known that all the Culligans
have signed a requisition pledging their
support to Labillois and MecLatchy.

The government is so strong -in this
county that Mr. Mott’s friends are advis-
ing him to retire from politics.

A Warm Social Club
East Weymouth, Mass., Sept. 28—A fire
which at one time threatened to do seri-
ous damage started early this morninz
in the rooms of a social club in Peak’s

block. The flames were extinguished, how- ‘

ever, after doing $5,000 damage.

National Chaplain A. 0. H.
Syracuse, N. Y., Sept. 28—Right Rev.
Jgseph J. Glennon, bishop of Kansas
City (Mo.), has been appointed national
chaplain of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians in America.
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