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THE QUESTION OF PRICES.

For some time now the banks, us
wian of our business men are pain-
fully aware, have been cutting down
Ppretty heavily in the loan and discount
©ue of their business, and credits have
been somewhat difficuit to obtair in
2any cases, the tendency having been
to restrict all loans to absolutely es.
sential business. As o
banks are in a stronger position as
regards immediately available assets.
A writer in the Financial Post ex-
presses the view that further im-
} Terevement in the bauking position as
the result of deflation in commodity
yalues is to be iooked for as the posi-
tion of the wholesaler and retailer ad-
Justs itself to a new and more stable
Pasis of values. The argument is ad-
vanced by many students of the situa.
ticn that the retaller is not inclined
t> bring his prices down,
trade and industry are suffering be-
cause goods are not moving. The
problem of the retailer under the cir
cumstances is rather a difficult one.
Undoubtedly he should be prepared to
nake some adjustment of profits and
even suffer a loss in some cases if he
iz stocked with goods bought at too
high levels. But he should at the
same time keep in view replacement
velues and endeavor to market his
guods on the value of new stock rather
than the cost price of goods on his
ghelves. Also he should be prepared to
cut his margin on the .replacement
value more closely than usual for the
time being in order to facilitate trade
in an unsettled period. Retailers who
fsnore the basis of replacement values
and endeavor to take usual profits on
cost prices are not only likely to get a
smaller share of the holiday trade
tnan usual, but to find that after the
turn of the year they have still stocks
on hand which must be disposed of
at greater sacrifices.

On the other aand, pamic sales by
retailers such as are indicated in
some centres where goods are being
sacrificed at “any old price,” are not
heaithy. There are cases, of course,
when this may be necessary. There
are always some business men who
are caught in a period of deflation.
However, the banks are showing a
dizposition to aid the retailer until
such time as goods can be absorbed
without undue sacrifice in prices. The
public is entitled to lower prices and
bavers are holding out for them, but
there is always a tendency for buy-
ers to postpone purchasing for actual
needs in a falling market, with the
result that there may be an accumu-
lation of requirements which will
b:ing a reaction when the low point
is reached and demand revives on a
market comparatively short of goods.

and that

A COMPARISON AND A CONTRAST

Mrs. Terence MacSwiney is the
widow of an 'rishman who had a con-
gtitutional objection to some of the
iaws of his country, so he not oniy
evaded them himself, but instiga.ed
anc¢ co-operated with others to do like-
wise. As a result he came into cou-
flict with the authorities, who at.er
g ving him a trial sentenced him t) a
poison term. He regarded this as a
g-eater injustice than the laws to
which he objected, and decided thai
rather than undergo the imprisonm-nt
he would starve himself to death. He
@i so, despite all the representatioi:
that were made to him not to be so
foolish, because he would not thereby
gain any remission. The authori‘ies
were roundly denounced on all 3ilos
4nd branded a3 murderers, and shoals
of resolutions expressing indignation
at the brutal treatment he had re-
ceived, were forwarded to Mrs. Mac-
Swiney, who is now glorified as the
widow of a martyr, who died because
+he would not bow down to a law which
he comsidered was contrary to the
@pirit of freedom as he saw it.

Mrs. Beverley Trumble is the widow
©® a hotel keeper, who for years had
been selling liquor in the ordinary
ocurse of his business, as allowed by
law. Some time ago the law was
changed, and the selling of liquor was
made {llegal. This interfered with his
business, and Trumble not only resent-
ed it, but evaded it himself, and con-
spired and co-operated with others to
do likewise. His premises were raid-
ed by the authorities, one of whose

emissaries, a minister of the Gospel,
" without any preliminary palaver at all,
whipped out a revolver and shot him
d on the spot. There was no
harge made against him, he was
en no opportunity to inquire what
He was simply
without a
of sy h
sent to his widow, no sor-
n expressed for her and

result, the)

 orphaned children; instead of the
SEDO of the outrage Dbeing

apd Beverley Trumble were equally
law-breakers; yet one, who dies of his
own volition, is hailed as a martyr and
those said to be responsible for his
death are branded as murderers, and
the other, who was murdered, is re
gerded as having deserved all he got,
and the man who killed him is hailed
a3 the martyr because he has to stand
trind for his act.
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GERMANY'S GROWING TRADE.
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war had not been on many
s before it was the settled deter
mination of all Englishmen that never
again should the trade-mark ‘“Made in
Germany” be found on articles offered
i for sale in Great Britain, Trade with

Gormany was to be over and done with
for all time; never again should Ger
nan-made goods desecrate an English |
slop.  Yet what do we find? The |
lesson that England was supposed to
have learned at such heavy cost has
been entirely forgotten, and during
the year 1919 more than $200,000,000
worth of German-made goods entered
Eungland. Besides this, German com-
merce is again ocompeting in the
United States home market and a con-
siderable amount of these enemy goods
has already entered Canada. These
facts are a rude jolt to those who
thought the war had ruined Gernl.’my|
industrially. The truth is that Ger
meny has demonstrated unsuspected
eccnomic strength, and there is reason
to believe that during the entiré period
of the war her factories were busily
engaged in manufacturing and storing
goods ready for the time when they
could be scattered throughout the
world with deliberate intent to regain
world trade supremacy. In this there
is @ tremendous menace facing the
a'lled nations unless some means of
protection is adopted. 'This fact alone
has dealt free trade a death blow in
cr.gland, and the question which
stalesmen have to face today is
wliether they are going to permit
Germany to dump her goods here and
there and everywhere to the utter de-
moralization of general trade condi
trons, and with the one studied object
o! ruining competition and thereby
atiaining commercial supremacy.

The advocates of free trade, faced
with such possibility, are adopting
sume strange arguments in order tn
bolster up their economic arguments.
One of the strangest is that recently
advanced by Sir Albert Spicer, a pro
ncnent British business man and
neied free trader. Commenting on
the Australian tariff he declared that
he was interested in two business
hcuses in Australia, and, although they
got advantages from the tariff, they
haa to concede large advantages tlo
(e employees and in other direc-
ticts, which demonstrated clearly
that there were two sides to this tar!i¥
question. -In other words, employers
should stick to free trade or they
would be compelled “to concede large
advantages to their employees.”

What do the British workmen think
of such an argument? They are not
to have protection in case their wages
may be raised. Accordirg to this
roted free trader, protection wouil
improve the condition of the British
wcrkmen; it would encourage him to
ask for higher wages, and employers
are. therefore, advised to st'ck to frea
t ade in order to avoid conce:sions to
their employees. Sir Albert Spicer
grievously libels his fe''>w British
manufacturers if he assumes they will
acvcept his argument.

Workingmen in Canad2, who are
alying themselves with tae free trade
rucvement, should remeaiber that if
Carada adopts free trade the indus
t'.ec of the Dominion wi'l have tec
compete not only with the cheap labor
»{ Germany, hut the still ch=aper labos
o! Japan.

e e e e

Today is the festival of St. Andrew,
the patron saint of Scou:und, the day
that Scots the world over. foregather
to celebrate. He is alsc the patron
sa'nt of Russia, but condi::ons in that
unfortunate country just at present
prebably do not lend themselves verv
readily to anv kind of celebration.
Circumstances in this couai1y also are
zot so favorable nowadays to festivity
making as they formerly were, and the
gutherings of the past year or two have
lacked a good deal of the “Scotch”
flavor they formerly p d. And
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ord{ ent upon its proceedings. The %
tted.

member who nominally
House has been most rarely attend:

siiy for his absence is admil
irconvenience was none the less ex-
cossivi ily the Prime Minisie
has in Mr, Bonar Law an admirable
deputy. Unremitting in daily attend-
ance, ‘of Parli Ty pre-
ceaure, a ready speaker, courteous in
mavner, a universal favorite, he fills
the situation well as it may done.
At best he lacks the authorny or mi
Leader, and is occasionally embarrass-
ed by consclousness of the fact.

In the nameless, unfinished novel
found among his papers after his
death Disraell wrote: “The House 0.
Commons {8 a jealous mistress, and
will not grant success without due at-
tention. The greatest attention you
can pay a woman is to give her yout
time. and It s the same with our Sen
ate. A man who is always in his place
bacomes a sort of favorite.” This dic-
tum applied to the private member. It
is more imperative when dealing with
the case of a leader of the House. “Un-
less you are always there,” Disraeli
used to say, “how can you lead the
House of Commons? How can you
fow the men?' He certainly livea
up to his own precept. Betore ques-
tions were called on he was seated on
the Treasury Bench, and there he
remained, with brief interval for din-
ner till the business of the sitting was
accomplished.

In his fascinating “Life of Benja-
miv Disraeli,” a book that removes
fiom the face of “The Sphinx,” and
reveals a very human man, Mr. Buc-
kio mentions a habit new to me, as it
wili be to others familiar with the
House of Commons forty-five years
agu. Throughout the Sessions Dizsy
usually toak a hasty dinner at the Cab-
inet table in the dining-room of the
House, Qeccasionally Mrs, Disraeli
came down in her brougham, with
something nige for dinner. The car-
riage drawn up in one of the remoter
courts, the Prime Minister joined her,
and more or less comfortably dined.
What a deathless snapshot was here
available. As yet the day of the kod-
ak had not dawned.

Disraili’'s attitudé on either Front
Hench was the more notable by con-
trpst with the gyratioms of his great
opponent on the other side of the table.
I"or hours he gat impassive, with arms
folded and beadl bent forwardfl not free
from syspicton that he slept. Close ob-
servation would show that he was par-
ticelarly widerawake. His eyes (with
the exception of his white, plump
hands the last feature in his personal
appearance to grow old) were ever
alert, especially watchful of right hon.
gentlemen on the opposite bench. He
rarely spoke to colleagues at either
¢'bow, making an exception in favor
0° Lord Barrington. It was only in
duli times, in the dinner hour or at
its approach, that he thus relented.

This contrast of demeanor in the
House as between Disraeli and Glad-
stone was especially marked im the
division-lobby. * Passage through it
on a crowded night usually occupied a
quarter of an hour. Gladst grate-

m‘ Sam Crosa
‘all covered with black #
‘on his way home |

Sissiety. Mr. Benny Potts,
evening, being all the ferthar

War

1 aint saw 2 Germia
Exter! Teddy Hunt Bites A

bleeved it.
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day afterncon to prove it was hoilow

with his father by apeshil invita tiun and the rest beiiig « mistery.
tie Alixander went erround ta the Little Grand last Thersday

them haying enuff money to buy a tickit, and they admired
the plcktures outside s wile and then went back.
Pome By Skiany Martin,

Ive swum in the mitey ocean ¥
Ive wawked on the m ltey land,
But sints the grate wear in Europe

Teddy bit the iceman on one ankle last Satidday morning, and
the. iceman kepp on chasing Teddy erround the yard and 8id
kepp on chasing the iceman and telling him Teddy ony did it
in fun, the iceman not stopping to lissen till he had to on ac-
count of being out of breth and even then not acting as if he

Intristing Facks About Intristing Peeple. - Lew’' Davis can
punteh himselt almost all his mite in the nose without making
it bleed but he objecks to enybodying elts irying.

LY
NN N800, 008 490 ¢80 808444

“jest, In time
m the office, Sam

Mr. Leroy Shooster and Mr. Ar

they went on account of none of

is H. .

bund.
Iceman! Sid Hunts fox terrier,
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high estate. For a Prime Minister
lesding the House of Commons Peaca
hath het victories not less renowned
that War, u
i

" WHAT OTHERS SAY |

A Purchasable Commodity.
(Boston Transcript.)

A Belgian woman, who lost her hus-
band in a railroad accident, received
from the ecompany $2,000 by way of
compensation, Shortly afterwards she
read of a traveller getting twice as
much for the loss of a leg. She went
to the company and protested that the
difterence was unfair

“Madam,” said the official, “the two
awvards are perfectly fair. Four thou
saud doHars gwon't provide the may
vith a new leg, but for $2,000 you can
easily get & new husband.”

Something of a Jokel

(Bdmonton Journal.)
Newspaper jokes are usually good
jokes. Ome of the hest of them comes
from Regina. An arrangemen! was re-
cently come to by which the two dall-
jes there, despite the difference of
their political views, were to be pub-

lished from the same building and with
the same printing plant. But, as we
know, thé human factor very often
brings welblaid plans to grief. Some-
bocy blundered and one morning the

ed'torial page of The Post made its
appearance.in The Leader. Just im-
agine how ' frightful the mortality
among newspaper readers would be in
Ecdmonton if such a thing should hap-
pen here! /

fal for the opportunity, seated him-
solf at the table, dealing with his cor-
respondence what time the throng of
his supporters filed past. Lord Row-
torn, long time Dizzy's private secre-
tary told me in later years of a hab t,
o! his old chief illustrative of pains-
taking effoit to “know ta> men” it
fcrined the party he led When the di-
v:a.on-bell rang he made off t¢ tho .oh
by in the first flight of memktrrs. Dur-
ing early spring and winter monihs
of a session a cheerful fire burced
the division-lobby. With his bick to it
i¥rzy stood, his coat-tails hunz over
his arms, apparently intent on nothing
more important than warming himself
in true British fashion. But his keen
ove was on the passing throng. His re-
sourceful secretary had jotted down
for his use the names of one or two
of his followers with whom, for varied
reasons a few minutes’ conversation
was desirable. As one passed Digey
signalled him with friendly nod. When
i* was time to move on to the wicket
t harmless, quite accidental, con-
fabulation had probably unravelled a
ccil which, neglected, might have
hamipered the machinery of the Gov-
errment.

In espect of close attendance on
a night sitting, Gladstone and Dis-
raeli were by exception akin. In
charge of his second Home Rule Bill
in his eighty-fourth year, Gladstone re-
mained at his post from half-past four
n the afternoon till whatever hour of
the next morning the Bill was before
the House, Nor was he a passive
spectator. He closely followed the
remarks of every speaker, however
personally unimportant, jumping up
ircessantly to correct, explain, or per-
suade. In the depths of the dinmer
hour, when the assembly had fallen be-
low the maximum of a quorum, he,
with hasty glance at the clock, hurried
out behind the Speaker's Chair to
snatch a meal at Downing-street. 1
frequently timed his going and return-
ing, and found he never exceeded for-
ty minutes, Since he walked there
and back, this did not leave much op-
portunity for those twenty bites at a
morsel of meat he once extolled as
necessary to good digestion.

Other times other manners. Dur-
ing Mr. Balfour's Premiership, when
many innovations were introduced in
Parliamental customs, the Leader of
the House was not always found in
his place when guestions began. Like
Charles Lamb at India House, he made
up for coming late by going away
early. His colleagues were not slow
to follow their leader on this alluring
path. Alike under Gladstone and Dis-
raeli other members of the Ministry
sedulously sat through a debate—"a
row of extinct volcanoes,” as Disrael’,

ing across the table at the serricd

@

t¢ think that it iz & Scoicaman whao
ass been largely responsib'e for bring.
ing about this state of affairs!

Ir Mr. Lindsay Crawfd is eo ter
riMy_boncerned about conditions in
Irolend,. why does he zct go over
therg ‘/and gee what he can do to
smvoth mitta~s out. W2 <adly fear,
however, that Mr. Craw’ rd s, Uk
X)-m‘w a long-distancy

e M54 o

ranks, once described them, Today it
is the custom of Ministers to bolt as
goon as questions are over, sooner f
their persomal contribution to re.
sronse be completed, not returning till
ealied by the division bell. There ‘s
nc commoper gight in the present
Hous@than to find the Treasury Beonch
in sole possession of the Minister in
charge of current-debate.

That is an undesirable state of
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OVERSHOES

-Of -

RUBBERS

The recent storm has
made a pair of either of
these a necessity.

We handle the best
grades only in Overshoes
and Rubbers.

Our clerks know how to
fit you correctly and this
means a lot in the wear.

Let us supply you with
vour next pair.

:?t::u MCROBB | :?rek;tm
L 8T. JOHN.

LadiesKeep YourSkin
Clear, Sweet, Healthy
With Cuticura Soap
and Cuticura Talcum

Cabinets containing from
Silver and Electro Plate.

Make your selection now
plete.

'Phone
M. 2540

MCAVITY'S

24 pieces up, Sterling

A good showing in all the most popnlu patterns.

while stocks are com-

1117
King St.
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ESTABLISHED 1864
OPTICAL SERVICE
Unexcelled is What We Offer.
We grind our own lenses, insur-

ing you a service that is
PROMPT AND ACCURATE
Send Your Next Repair to Us.

ry that wi

In
q We offer

Aakl,

e B T S
o take the advice of a re
experienced house like

Valuable Advice

q No man can afford to spend
« 4 days, months, and even vears
in acquiring a knowledﬂ: of

wel-
uard him in all
refore it is well

Buying Watches

scores of excellent styles ia

watches. A complete range of prices; de-

b "

« and a desire

P
24 2

q
to sell you only that which will serve your
best «- de our etock 10 your

] Ferguson & Page fs

The Jewelera—King Street .

D. BOYANER,
111 Charlotte Stréet

i Coal is costly and
{ scarce; therefore, cut
| down your fuel bills
| by the use of

' Storm Windows

We have reduced our price on these ten per cent. and
can give you prompt delivery.

Order now, save your coal and be comfortable.

wnnsSsms———

HALEY BROS., LTD.

- §t. John, N. B.

| ‘Outside Sashes

i for your windows, and

storm doors, which we
can furnish promptly.
They keep the house
warmer and pay for
themselv e 8 many
times over.

LET US MEASURE
YOUR WINDOWS.
AND DOORS~——NOW.

ﬁ

ENGLISH
BALATA
BELTING

'Phone Main 2000

MAIN 1121 90 GERMAIN STREET.

MURRAY & GREGORY, LID,

If You
Want
THC
BEST

D. K. Mc.AREN, LIMITED, Manufacturers

Oak-Tanned
LEATHER
BELTING

ST, JOHN, ‘N. B. BSOX 702

YOUR HORSES SERVE
YOU FAITHFULLY

Why not gerve them equally well
by giving them O-Molene feed, the
best money will buy? Our horse
feed has geined its reputation on
quality alome. It bufids fine strong
horses, trom steady feeding. The
best is always the cheapest. Try
O-Molene.

Fresh Broiled Lobsters
Choice Oysters

Olive Oil i

Brown’s Clams '

WM. LEWIS & SON,

FIRE ESCAPES
Stractural Steel, Bolts end Rods.

ST. JOHN, N. B.

been

Brown’s Dainty Dinner Dish

SMITH’S FISH MARKET,

25 Sydney St. M. 1704

The Best Quality at a Reason-
able Price,

AGENTS FOR

DUPLEX CHURCH
ENVELOPES

Order early for the New Year. -

F
Engravers and Printers

When Age Begins
To Tell on Sight

Along about forty most
people begin to notice that »
it is a little more difficult
to see clearly at close sight.
This is a natural condition
easily taken care of by
properly = fitted  glasses,
Without  glasses the con-
stant strain will cause seri-

Market Square. St, Jobn.

ous trouble.

EVENING CLASSES
For Winter Term

Begin Monday, Oct. 4th,
Nights: Mon., Wed., Friday

“Quality talks”

things, worth attention from the re

bul'ets hus np charms for the Irish
camplon. + s

forming hand of the Prime Ministes
 condfe-. uﬂnh'iu%i:
:.'u"o mmmm&

Hours: 7.30 to 9.30.

The glas: must be fitted
by a person skilled in this
gclence. At Sharpe’s you
get this skill, and in addition
real personal Interest is
taken in the benefit, com-
fort and satisfaction you
will recelve from the
glasses.

g g
© Two .h::' o

21 King St

A
HEAVY
WEIGHT
ROOFING

Crown Mica Roofing is one of
the heaviest roofings om the
market. With a/good felt base
well al  with hal
makes it more durable tham the
lighter weight roofings so com-
monly sold.

Also Red Crystal Shingles

The Christie Wood-
working Co., Ltd.

186 Erin Street

Mayor
of the
Sunday, that until it had n

Schofleld sald he wa
same opinion oxpress

oaid the things he was charged

myfag, the council could not

the meeting. He was willing,

i councll would veote the nec

j money, to send a stenographer
meeting and take the speegh,
enything seditions was sai
would have the proof snd coul
action,

Up To The Mayon

OCommissioner Jones said he

r of this kind called for

of the best Jjudgement

JMyor and was not one to be b
Y the: coundil at all.

His Worship said he did nc
that way about it. He though
end every member of the c
should bear his share of the t
sibility.

Commissioner 'Thornton sa
agreed with the Mayor and wa
willing to take his share of t
sponsfbility for what ever acti
council might take. It had
charged that this man had sai
tain things and he felt sure
making the charee could back
and prove what they said. Ther
one line of action which mig
taken if he made any seditious
ments and he assured the me
that it would be and that w
stop the meeting right there.

Commissioner Frink suggeste
the oath of office taken by the
be read. This was dome by the
mon Clerk. ‘The omth calls upo
Mayor to defend the Crown fre
sodition and traitors, and
Schofleld said he was quite res
carry out the oath,

Need Legat Opinion,

mmissioner Frink said it s
to "him that the question to
it was the power of the city to
I the meeting and for this they
have the opinjon of the City Sol
He féit it'a matter for the Ma:
Commissioner of Public Affairs
Worship might fairly be terme
“master of the city” ‘or the *
of the civie diocese” and actio
up to him. according to hie
Judgement.

Commissioner Bullock agreed
Commissioners Jones and Frinl
it was & matter for the Mayor |
with

Commissipner Frink moved
‘further comsideration of the 1
bo laid over until the opinjon
City Solicitor on the legal rigl
the city be: secured and a ¢
meeting of the councll be call
the chair to receive the report.
ried.

{ N (Copyright, 1820, by Gross-Atla

Paris, Nov. 39.—Information

ing the French Government,

stated, points to an organized at

on the part of Germans desiro

i securing emtry into France fo

i terior motives, to lay claim tc
genship in Alsace - Larraine,

French authorities say there

a systematic manufactu

documentary evidence t0 provi

§  citizenship.

As a the French
ernment have decided to mm
strict examination of all crede
of foreigners residing in France.
f@irst will be made in Paris,
thera will be a round up of all fc

R is understood that the F
Government does'not intend to
the inquiry troublesome for fo

i ers have a legitimate reason for

i in Paris, but these person:

H required to assist the authc

" deal with foreigners of do

] ents seeking refuge ir
capital.




