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be more interesting, and useful to his family and |
and better equipped to perform his duties as a citizen,

—

IT WORKS BOTH WAYS.

The Prince Edward Island speech from the throme
makes proud mention of the fact that ‘the value of
the crop of that province has doubled in ten years. As
the population has r ined constant or decreased, it
would appear that the average income of the people
has increased one hundred per cent. This looks like
prosperity. On the other hand it is certain that a
large part of this gain is in price and not quality. Now
the farmer is the largest consumer of his own produce,
and from this part of his crop he gets no benefit from
the increased value. He gets benefit from the higher
price of his surplus crop, unless he has to spend these
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MACHINE NOTICE TO MR. CROCKET.

The Toronto (Globe is a machine organ mitigated
with short spasms of high political morality. Once a
month or so it laments such transactions as the pur-
chase of a $700 wharf by the government for $5,000.
Sometimes it regrets a condition of affairs under which
a party manager gets a $§ 3 rake-off from a dredging
contract. Once the Gl reproached the Secretary
of State for his conduct in incorporating a race gambling
association. But Mr. Murphy seemed easily able to
silence the Globe's criticisms, and the Ottawa machine
easily turns the organ from lamentation over the
rake-off to abuse of those members who expose the
rake-off.

Mr. Crocket, of York, is one of these members who
trouble the Globe. That journal does not like to de-
fend such deals as the Richibucto or MecAvity rake-
off. Such defence would not be necessary if they were
not brought to light. Therefore the members who
drag the facts to light must be suppressed.

The Globe, therefore, warns Mr. Crocket that his
course is dangerous to himself and points out that all the
New Brunswick Conservatives except Dr, Daniel and Mr.
Crocket were defeated last election. The moral seems
to be that when a member makes charges he helps his
But the Globe next

own election but hinders his friends.

points out that an Ontario member who did some ex-
posing was himself defeated. As the Conservatives got
a m n Ontario it would seem that a man who

h campaigns injures himself, but helps his
lled the fact that
n the last par nent, carried on
rosecution, and swept the provinces

condu

lobe might have rec

nhers

pr ds in buying supplies at prices equally enhanced.
The man who would be laying up money from his
surplus crop when prices were low would lay up more
now. He who just made both ends meet with low
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prices would be in the same position now if merchand
has increased in price in the same proportion as farm
produce. He who does not raise quite enough to pay
for his supplies is worse off with high prices than with
low. But as a matter of fact prices have not doubled
in ten years, and farm produce, as retailed in the shops,
has advanced in price more than other commodities,

The effect of higher prices on the individual family
is thus various. But we learn that it is inconsistent to
rejoice over the increased value of the produce of a
province, and at the same time to mourn over the
increased cost of living.

THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT.'
The sessions of the British parliament now opening
will probably witness some interesting developments.
It may be the only session before another election.
It may close with the Unionists in power. It may
witness a succession of Liberal triumphs. Mr. Red-
mond is the man to determine how the session shall
proceed and what the end will be. He holds the
controlling interest.
Here is the state of parties at the beginning of this
parliament, and of the last one:—

New parliament, Old parliament.

Unionists «i .« s oo o5 oo oo 208 158
Ldberal .. oo i ae se on on SIB 387
LabOr i, vs o oo on nnve ss il 41
Nationalists .. oo oo oo oo oo 82 84

The Nationalists are not a united party. One group

of eleven, under Mg. O’Brien, is hostile to the regular
body and is expected to work with the Conservatives
on the budget question. With this alignment parties

stand 284 to 386. Mr. Redmond’s, 71 members can
destroy the administration whenever they will The
Nationalist leader has not hesitated to remind the
country and the government of the position. But

while he has made his power known he does not say
when or how it shall be exercised. The interests of
his party and his cause, and the obligations of com-
radeship will favor his support of the Asquith ministry
until it is in a position to act on Irish questions.
Changes in the ministry are not important. Mr.
(Gladstone goes out. Mr. Pease and Mr. Samuel go
in, the former to the sinecure post of the Duchy of

Lancaster. Mr. John Burns is not promoted, The
Home Department, a major portfolio, has been filled
by the promotion of Mr. Winston Churchill. These

I Columbia in the following election

driving the timber grabbers into private life,

point ¢ that Mr. Ames, and Mr..Foster, and Dr, Reid !(Ir‘nmn’, Mr. Haldane, Lord Morley and Mr. Birrell, and
Mr. Tavlo nd Mr. Boyce, and Mr. Blaine, and Mr inf course the Lord Chancellor. The others have salaries
il Mr. Lennox, 1 Mr. Northrup, with l]w‘hull as large and a relatively inferior status. These
pirits of the parliamentary committees are [include Mr. Burns, Earl Crewe, Mr., Buxton, Mr. Pease,

ent authorized to go on with the necessary l.\h’. Samuel,

ating public expenditure, i —_— —

and his comrades 1 easily see the| The Fairbanks affair at Rome seems to have been
hind the ( e's attack. They are ;magniﬁml far beyond its importance. As Mr. Fairbanks
e, at the middiemen cannot be t‘-\w)b“’dilmd long before arranged to deliver an address to the
with Those who ack the grafter must|nfethodist Episcopal Mission at Rome, it went without
look out f1 fter at election time. They are|saying that he would keep the engagement, even though

the day of

1ed that
Crocket if he

revenge
continues, may expect the fate of

Mr, Bennett,

Such warr z is not necessary.

ley and all his beneficiaries will

The

ho expose the public works rake-off,

nd that the rake-off is supposed to

campa fund, and that the fund will be
riticism in the press, but in
i wijl not close their
mouths and prevent exposu The government is not
dealing with men who can be fr tened to a stand-
still, Mr. Pugsley found that out at the humiliating close
of his own career in provincial politics, but it seems that
he and his friends must be taught the lesson again, The
government as well call off the dogs. No one
fears them.

used, not only to s

parliament. But know

may

THE HIGH SCHOOL.

It will be a long time before the people of St.
John permit the High School to be dropped from

the public school system in this city. Such a course
would leave St. John in a worse position than any other
towne and many villages in this province, or in Nova
Scotia and Edward Island. A young person
who has passed with credit through the High School
eourse has a fair start on the road to good scholarship.
To that boy or girl who cannot go to college and has some
thirst for knowledge, the avenues of culture are open.
A good reader thereafter may become a highly cultivated
man or woman. Such a student may become a linguist
or a mathematician, a theologican, a scientist, an
authority in any branch of philosophy. The young High
Bchool graduate who, makes use of his advantages,
need never allow himself to be called an uneducated man.
So much the city of St. John, and the other cities
and towns offer freely to their youth. It is offered
to rich and poor alike, costing no.more than the time
given to school work. The High School is the poor
man’s college. Those who have means use private
schools at home or boarding schools, academies, and
colleges elsewhere.. It would not matter much to the
wealthy and exclusive if the High School was no longer
maintained. But if the chance is taken from the
son or daughter of the poor, there is no substitute,
Every year on the list of graduates of the High
School, and often among those who have taken the
post graduste grade, are the sons and daughters of
working men. The parents weré not able to get such
training, but they desire that their c¢hildren should have
. advantages superior to their own. They make some

Prince

1t could !Kenna, Sir Edward Grey, the Earl of Elgin, Mr. Lloyd-

will come, and that|pe ghould miss an audience with the Pope.

Mr. Crocket knows |receive a public man who was identifying himself with

major positions are now held by Mr. Asquith, Mr, Mec-

The Pope
considers this particular mission an institution hostile
{to the Church of Rome, and did not think it fitting to

jit. Of  course the Pope must have known that Mr.
Fairbanks would keep his engagement, and of course,
the latter would not have asked an audience had he
understood the situation.

It is reported that Mr. Geoffrion will be chairman

of the Lumsden committee of inquiry. This is a
plausible report. Mr. Geoffrion has been tried and
proved. He was chairman of the public accounts com-

mittee when many searching questions were ruled out.
He was chairman of the Hodgins committee, which
burked the former Grand Trunk Pacific inquiry. The
appointment of Mr. Geoffrion to the chair of this com-
mittee will give a fair idea of the government pro-
gramme in regard to it.

When Sir Wilfrid Laurier gets done sending letters
and telegrams to Mr. Carvell, and using Mr. Pugsley
as a private negotiator, perhaps he can be induced to
give a direct answer to the Valley delegates as he
promised last year. As yet there is no undertaking
to which the premier or the Minister of Railways is
bound. The time seems to have arrived when the
undertaking of the federal government should be in
proper shape,

The .St. John Sun again makes
Great Britain will keep ahead of Germany in Dread-
noughts with her own construction programme and that
therefore she needs no help from Canada. This witness
is true. Britain will keep on taxing her people to
defend the Empire, so long as the people of the British
Islands can spare another dollar. Canada may refuse
to assist and will still be protected. Why should we
pay anything?

It was a mistake to suppose that the first act of
the Asquith cabinet after the gemeral election would be
the abolition of the House of Lords. The first act

it clear that|™
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THE FORELOPER

This poem has hitherto been looked
upon as “lost,” only the first six lines
remaining within the general memory
of men, including the author. The
entire poem, fourteen lines in all, was
recently discovered in the columns
of a Pacific Coast publication:—

The gull shall whistle in his wake, the

blind wave break in fire,

He shall fulfil God's utmost will un-

knowing His desire;

And he shall see old planets pass and

alien stars arise,

And give the gale his reckless sail in

shadow of new skies.

Strong lust of gear shall drive him

out and hunger arm:his hand

To wring his food from a desert nude,

hig foothold from. the sand.

His neighbors’ smoke shall vex his

eyes, their voices break his rest,

He shall go forth till South is North,

sulléh and dispossest;

And he shall desire loneliness, and his

desire shall bring

Hard on his heels a thousand wheels,
a people, and a king ;

And he shall come back in his own

track, and by his scarce cool camp

There he shall meet the roaring

street, the derrick, and the stamp;

For he must blaze a nation’s ways

with hatchet and with brand

Till on his last won wilderness an

Empire’s bulwarks stand.

~—Rudyard Kipling.

A Daily
Short Story

THE ROUND T

By Stuart B. stone.

After the morning sun had warmed
the wooden bench of the Cobtown
saddler, and after the good wives
were ensconced at home with the
tasks of carpet beating, turnip digging,
housecleaning, ironing and cooking
dinner, the seven elders seated them-
gelves in the place of high council.
Uncle Hank Summers began the de-
liberations in & high, flutelike voice.
“By heck, I'll tell you what, gen-
tlemen. That ’ere Panama canal
ought never to have been started in
on. Why they'll still be diggin’ that
diteh in 1999, a-spendin’ eighteen mill-
jon dollars a minute and a-dyin’ of
plague, ganders, ager, skeeter-bite and
yaller fever! By heck, I reckon I
ought to know!"

The others nodded concurrence and
spat intricate figures npon the side-

alk.
“Moon riz red last night,” croaked
the Free Zion Methodist preacher.
“It’s a plague-taked bad sign. Wouldn't
surprise me a bit if we had some more
of them ’Gyptian plagues and an
earthquake and a flood. No, siree, it
wouldn’t.”
For fifteen miutes they told over
the ominous signs and portents of
the last century. Then Col. Abijah
Biggs took up the doleful chain.
“Crops 18 wuss around here than
they've been since I was knee-high
to a tadpole. What's the use of liv-
in’, I'd like to know?”
There was a fifteen-minute confer-
ht and devastation,

in connection with the peers was to make a b
or retiring member of the Asquith cabinet a member
of the House of Lords.

it seems that the government has not taken over
Mr. Osman’s wharf quite s0 much as Mr. Pugsley
represented. But the taking over was complete so
far as concerned the payment of the bills.

Alberta is in trouble and will have to be reconstructed.
This trouble has largely come to the ministry on ac-
count of the weakness of the opposition. Let us hope
that the same cause will not produce the same re-

It seems that the Rutherford administration of g 05,

ence on

“There's a heap of right bad boys
in Cobtown,” commented Anderson

eeler. “I don't know what'll be-
come of us, A-stealin’ eggs and rob-
bin’ chicken roosts and throwin’ rocks
and such,”

There followed an
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and I been lookin’ for the end of the
world every day.”

There was a general sigh and then
another head shaking.

A great, plump man in a check suit
and crimson vest approached the coun-
cil bench with palms extended and
pink face wreathed in smiles. “Here
you are, gents, Take—chew—and
prosper. Best plug tobacco in the
world—at all dealers. Have a sample
—save your tags!™

Ezra Hardcastle took a deliberate
chew at the small sample plug, then
looked up with a beautiful smile. “By
heck, that's fine terbacker. 1 feel
a thousand per cent. better already.”
“Me, too,” declared Anderson Wheel-
er. “Look at them boys playin’ cute
tricks, I tell you there’s a fine crop
of kids.”

“Yes, indeed,” allowed Simon Bol-
ivar Tompkins. “The country's all
right with them comin’ on.”

A tambourine jingled across the
square and a wandering medicine man
took up his siren call. The elders
ambled over, blissful, smiling, chew-
ing ruminatively.

“Wouldn’'t be surprised if it didn't
rain,” commented Col. Biggs. “Make
fine crops sure.”

“Yes, indeed,” said the Free Zion
preacher. ,

The world had turned rose color
once more.

THE COURTS.

EQUITY COURT.

February Sittings.

The February sittings of the su-
preme court in equity opened yester-
day morning. Chief Justice Barker
presided. At one o'clock the court ad-
journed sine die.

The case of the Hon. William Pugs-
ley vs. the New Brunswick Coal and
Railway Co., was set down for hear-
ing, but on the application of the de-
fendant’s counsel, the case goes over
until the March sittings on the court,
unless taken up in the meantime.
This is only & collateral matter, and
the chief issue will not be tried until
a much later date. This hearing was
an argument on the demurrer of one
of the defendants, Bruce, at present
of Newfoundland.

Royal Trust Co. vs. McLean,

Mr. Frey R. Taylor, in the matter
of the Royal Trust Co. and Lawrence
McLean, trustees under a certain
trust mortgage in which the Alexan-
der Gibson Co.,, {8 a party of the first
part and Edward Jones and others
of the second part, vs. the Bank of
Montreal and others, moved to take
thojbul pro confesso against the de-

£ d inquiry
of the bad boy
ain’t no states-
when I went to

at Little Rock”
Downs.  “No|

possibilities

there
like
th

1 Alex. Gibson, for want of an

‘on defendant’s solicitor, returnable
yesterday. Mr. W. A, Bwing, K. C,, for
the defendant, informed the court that
an answer had been filed.

Allison vs. Gibson.

answer, Mr. Taylor had served notice | hal

[SALE
OF |

WALL PAPER

20 p. c.
Discount

'Phone 697

H. L. & J. T. McGOWAN, Lid.,

139 PRINCESS STREET.

Barnes & Co’s

84 Prince William Street, - -

HAVE YOU TRIED THEM?

, Special Pens

They excel all others in smoothness and durabilty.

BARNES & CO., Ltd., - Stationers and Printers,

= = = =« ST JOHN,N. B.

A

HIGH-
CL~SS

lmporters of - High-Grade
104 KING STREEI

EDGECOMBE & CHAISSON
TAILORS

Cloths for Gentlemen's

Wear.

.. TRINITY BLOCK.

plaintif’s solicitor, and Mr. A. H. Han-
ington, K. C.,, and Mr. H. A. Powell,
K. C, for the defendant.

In the case of the Attorney General
vs, thé 8St. John Luamber Co., on mo-
tion of Mr. Ewing, the case goes over
until next month,

Fawcett vs. Appleby.

The case of Fawcett and others vs.
Appleby and others goes over until
the 25th inst. Mr, A. ¢, Fairweather,
K. C., and Mr, W. A. Ewing, K, C,, for
the plaintiff; Mr, E. 8 Ritchie for the
defendant and Mr. K. J, MacRae for
Murray & Gregory, Ltd, a creditor.
In the case of deBury vs. deBury,
court approved of the family settle-
ment.

Pugsley vs. N. B. C. and R. Co.

In the case of the Hon, William
Pugsley, M. P., v§, the N. B. Coal and
Railway Company, argument on the
demurrer of defendant, Charles A,
Bruce, of Newfoundland, was to have
been presented, but at the request of
Mr. M. G. Teed, K. C., the defendant's
solicitor, the case goes over until next
court. Mr. W. B, Wallace, K, C,, and
Dr. A, O. Earle, K. C,, appeared for
Dr. Pugsley.

Goddard vs Goddard.

In the case of Goddard vs, Goddard,
Mr. G. W, Fowler, K. C., and Mr. W, B.
Jonah moved to make an injunction,
granted by the court on a prior day,
restraining the defendant from cutting
lumber on a disputed property situa-
ted In the Parish of Sussex, Kings
county, perpetual. Mr, Teed, K. C,
and Mr. J. H. McFadgen, of Moncton,
for the defendant, contra. Court coi-
siders. The court adjourned sine die.
In the matter of Maggie Blanche
Osborne, an infant, B. L. Gerow read
a petition from the guardian asking
leave to sell the infant’s real estate
for her benefit. The property is at
Red Head. The court considers.

PROBATE COURT.

Estate Of Edmund 1. Simonds.

In the matter of the estate of Ed-
mund I. Simonds, late of the Parish of
Simonds, St. John county, farmer. De-
ceased died January 27th. last, after
having made his last will and testa-
ment, dated December 3rd, last, in
which he appointed Kenneth J. Mac-
Rae of this city, barrister, sole execu-
tor. The petition of executor to have
the will proven in solemn form was
presented. Citation was issued return-
able March 21st next. Mr. W. B, Wal-
lace, K. C, proctor. HEstate $7,000.

Estate Of Alexander G. Horncastle.

In the matter of the estate of Alex.
G. Horncastle, late of the city of
Saint John, merchant’'s clerk. De-
ceaged died on April 28th, 1907, in-
terstate, The petition of Annie M.
Hornecastle, his widow, for letters of
ration was pr ted. Mrs.
Horneastle was sworn in as admin-

istratrix. ~ No realty.  Personalty
ks of & 1 hold . prop-
erty on the north side of

Main street, valued at §1,700 upon
which there is a mortgage of $700.
‘Messrs. Earle, Belyea and Campbell,
'p"octon.

Eetate of Theresa Coholan,

In the Probate Court yesterday af-
ternoon before Mr. J. B. M. Baxter,
K.C., acting judge of probate, further
evidence in the matter of the estate
of Theresa Coholan, late of this city,
widow of Demnis Coholan, ner,
was taken, Two petitions had been
presented to the court, one of Eliza-
beth H. Donobue of this city and Mrs.
A. Canning of Bar Harbor, Maine, two
£ sl b the & el

that letters of administration be
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