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The Moral Dignity of the Missionary
Enterprise.
Mait, o8 : 16-20,

“ﬁz disciples went into Galilee, n“ the
Jesus had appointed them, And when
they saw him, they worshipped bim : but some doabted.
Au came to (hem and spake anto them, saying,
bath been given unto me fn heaven and on

“. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the
sations, baptizing them into Ly name of the Father and
of'the Bon and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to
observe all things WI commanded you : and lo,
Tam with you alwiy, even uato the enl of the world,

We bave here our Lord's last request of his followers,
From it | shall argud®
THE MORAL DIGNITY OF THE MISSIONARY ENTER-

PRISE.

1. The Moral diguity of the Missionary Enterprise is
argoed from Him who gave the commission. The moral
grandenr of an enterprise depends, largely, upon whom

MESSENGER AND VISITOR.

commission embraces the North American Indian, the
w blacks of Austealia, the canpibals of the South
ncu. No land nor race is exempt from h-nopc.

u«wm It embraces all cla of all nati
?dmwmmﬂ
willionaice, are both Aelde ! seed of &'
lhﬂo- The bard pressed fac. ‘ln‘n‘gdﬂ
"ing cepitalist, alike are to b hrog,ht fage 10 fage with

the claims of the gospel of the Son ulGod The meanest
subject and the proudest king, are equal #tibjects for the
missionary work of the disciples of Christ. We pmdly
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THE PROPLE.
1f the great attraction of the 18 #a climate the
Jmreat, em of the State is i palation, ! Surely that

whilc , if not-the ~ issue, at every State
cl*x w'lch l” all peforms in the back-

sl one. g¥erywhere #6d all the
Ilme lnd tl.ul which is the occasion of lawless lynching
thmghon( the year and numerous deaths by violence at
almost every State or national election may be considered

boast an Empire on which the sun never sets,
fourth the inhabitants of the world. But Chvhtl
kingdom is to embrace every continent and every. island
of this globe. :
And the other, ** All" adds dignity to this enterprise.
** All things wk 1 have ded you,'’ Christ
taught and ded his disciples much. All this
from the teaching of man’s lost coudition in sin, his
salvation through belief in Christ, t8 his glorious immor-
tality with Christ, comes within the scope of this com-
issi For us there is more tu teach thun for the

it represents. Au order issued by the stipendiary magis-
trate of a town carries with it some wd(ht, for it
represqnts the people of that town. But its diguity is far
Sess than that of an order issued by the Supreme Court of
Casada, which represents the sovereign judicial power

immediate disciples of our Lord. Through the apostles
he has given much more instruction. And with John
Robinson I say : *“I believe God has yet more truth to
break forth from his Holy Word.”

of five willions of free, intelligent people. The busi
transactions of an agent bind the principal, but may not
futerest his next door neighbor. The British government
appoints an ambassador to France and his action or
treatment interests the whole nation because he repre-
sents the nation.

How great, then, is the moral dignity of missions since
its commission issued by the Son of God, his Father's
representative in this world. It come from him who
dwelt with and shared the glory of the Father before the
foundations of the earth were laid, or the morning stars
sang together. Aye! It comesfrom Him who made the
worlds and set the stars in their courses, and who clothes
the flowers of the field with their beauty.

This commission represents man as well, for it issues
from the Son of Man. It represents not alone Jew nor
Greek, German npor HKoglishman, American nor
Australian, but rather, every nation and tongue under
besven, for the Son of Man is, ‘' The Citizen of the
World." 1f such grandeur attends the commission of
our pation, how vastly greater is that of a commission
representing all mankind.

Consider, too, what Christ did preparatory to his re-
quest. Godly dignity was laid aside for manly humility.
Thirty years of quiet preparation, preceded three years of
matchiers ministry, terminated by the Cross, the Tomb,
and the Resurrection, cre from that Galilean hillside
Christ looked out over the world and down the wia:
aisles of time and said, “Go ye, and disciple all
nations

Bat Christ is leaving the world. What guarantee of
success can he give? Here it is, The greatest of
guarantees ! *‘ All authority hath been given me in
heaven and on earth . . . . And lo, T am with you even
unto the end of the world.”” Behold the moral dignity
of an enterprise inaugurated by such a person.

1i. The Mora! dignity of the Missionary Euterprise is
argued from the number to whom it was entrusted, as
compared to the number designed to reach. ' Our Lord's

inistry won few discipl He preached to hundreds
of thousands, yet st his death there were only eleven
apostles, the church in Jerusalem of one hundred and

bers, and ibly five hundred disciples
m through Palulme To this sinall body of be-
levers Christ intrusted this great enterprise. What were
they among so many. Palestine alone contained pro-
bably seven million people ; the Roman Empire, one
hundred million. These were steeped in heathenism.
Military power was their God. They knew nothing of
the gentle, yet persuasive power of the Cross of Christ.
We know pot how vastly the regions beyond were
peopled. Vet these few disciples are asked to disciple
them all. Have you grasped the grandeur of the under-
taking.

We wonder at the victory of Gideon and the three
bundred. History tells of the little Scottish srmy that
routed the hundred th d English soldi under
Edward the Second. It tells how Henry the Fifth with
fifteen thousand men, put to flight the French army of
one bundred thousand. But where else will you find five
hundred disciples, sent to suhlue millions of stubborn
benrts, into loyalty to a flag dyed in the blood of Christ,
See, theh, the dignity of the missionary enterprise.

TIL. The Mora! dignity of the Missionary Enterprise is
argued from (he scope of the commission. This com-
misslon embraces two things, * discipling all the
nations,” and ‘' teaching all the things I commanded
you."

Discipling all uations was o distinctively Christian
ides, The only exclusiveness about Christ. is that he ex-

-clodes sin, He says, “ disciple all the pations,” Not

all the Jews in Palestine, not all the Jews in the world,
bat *“all the nations.” Cultured Greece, pagan Rome,
the natives of Africa, the barbarous tribes of Northern
Burope, China, Indis, aud Burmah, with clvilisations
Boary with antiquity, were to be t0ld of Christ. This

Behold thou the grand of the missionary enter-
prise, do you grasp the scope of our commission,

IV, The Moral dignity of the Missionary Hnterprise,
argued from its snccess. Some persons says missions are
a failure. Whoever says so is either woefully iguorant
of missionary history, or else a Ueliberate liar.

Go back to the work of the apostles. Here we shall
follow tradition, chiefly. To the regions about the Black
Sea, Peter, Andrew, Matthew and Bartholemew, betook
themselves. Thomas, Simon, the Cansanite, and Thad-
deus carried the gospel to the Parthiaws, Medes, Elamites,
and the dwcllers of Mesopotamia. Philip labored in the
Roman province of Asia. The landls about the Fyean
Sea responded nobly to the Apostle Jobn. The two
James died in Jerusalem, one beheaded by Hered  Paul
carried the Gospel westward intg Greece, ltaly and
Spain, while some of his compavions probably planted
the standard in Gaul and Britain, Wherever they went
the left behind them b flaming with gospel truth,
Were missions a failure in the first ¢.ntury ?

Nor have they ever been failures since. It is perfectly
ahsurd to speak of missions, being a failure when today
Christians bave in their power nearly all the worlds re-
sources, Sir Rivers Thompaon saysof [nlia, ' In my

pinion Christian have done more real and last-
ing good than all other agencies combined. They have
been the salt of the country, the savioursof the Empire."’

1 should like you to follow with me the early mission-
aries in Africa, Bonafice in Germany, Columba in Gaul,
Patrick in Ireland, Avgustin in Britain, and many heroic
men in Northern Europe I would like you to follow the
Moravians from Herrubut in Northern Germany to Ice-
land and Greenland, while equal devotion and greater
success marks their work in the East aud West Indies.
Not less inspirivg is the work of John Eliot, Divid Brain-
ard, Ziesberg and W. H. Prince. Among the North
American Indians. How inspiring it is to review the
miracles of missions clustering round Carey, Duff and
Clough in India ; Judson in Burmah ; Morrison and Ash-
more in China ; a regenerate Japan ; Paton and Geddie
in the New Hebredes ; Livingstone and Hannington in
Central Africa ; Mackay of Tiganda and Bishop Taylor in
many lands. Go over these fields with book, and
magazine and map and you will seethat the euterprise of
our age far more successful than those of steam or
electricity is that of Christian misgions. And the present
is emphatically the day of missiondry success. No year
passes but fromi Asia, Africa, South America, or the
llhﬂdl of the seas comes news of Pentecost repe-m,

have shared largely in missionary heroism and
nu success. They were the first in the field of
modern missions and can show ah army of missionary
heroes ansarpassed by any other holly ‘of Christians. And
as to resuits we stand today at the head in church
members on Fot!ixn Mhdon fields. Marvellous have
been upon to the heathen,
And great h the moral diglmy of the missionary enter-

E have wein this work? Eighty four years
ptists of America began Poreign Mission work
lh thm missionaries, Adonisowi Judson and wife snd
Luther Rice. Today this work as developed into the
American | Missionary Union, the Southern Bap.
tist Convention, m(hurlo-ns gw:bec “l’d :he Maritime
Faptist Foreign mission wor! nearly six hundred
missioparies, over twenty-eight hu’l,ndnd native
workers, about eighteen hundred churches with over
two hundred nd

“while durin
time three

mx have been h..ufnd

Still as yet we have been playihg at missions. Christ
commands his army to ad L4t each one ask, what
blm&hm&? Let no muymy tittle will avail
m&. W.«m’ uhgge uu?mu

you,
will be wpon g’ Ood measures our gl:'.l

the problem of the State. As soon as one enters the
State he is asked ** Have you seen much of the nigger " ?
and I suppose most of you would have to answer as [
hal* No, I have not seen much of him in his' raz state.”
This amused the inquirer, in my case aud no wonder, for
most of the negroes are in '‘the raw state '’ here and
many of them very raw. I had spent three years at
Newton with about six negroes—ihree of them in my
class, I had seen sowme negroes around the cities and on
the trains. T bad lived not very far from some colonies
of negroes in the Provinces, I had listened to a negro or
two lecturing, but I had not seen very much of the negro
after alland [ am not sure that I have yet. I see &
number of negroes every day on the st-eet and in the
stores and occasionally in the house and at the chareh.
But I have talked a little with some negro preachers and
some educators of the negro as well as with many iutelli-
gent Christian white men. 1 have  attended the
largest colored Baptist Sunday School in the State and a
prayer meeting in the same church. I havealso preached
twice to negro congregations, ope at Shaw University
in Raleigh and the other at Fort ‘Macon, where more
than & thousand colored volunteers, under colored officers,
were spending the summier. But'to say that | have seen
enough of him to understand him thoroughly woeuld be
rash.

One cannot be here very long before he is made to feel
that the Southern white man considers that be and he
alone, knows the negro and ui desslands the negro pro-
blem. And everyome must admit that he bas bad
exceptional opport: nities and every inducement to study
it. But some would be slow to admit bis superior guali-
fications. It is very frue that the Dutch Toers had
exceptional opportuaities to study the ncgro problem in
Africa, bat some offus believe that they had not ‘studied
it very Lhoroughly elsethey wonld ‘not tell Dr. Living-
stone when he wanted the negroes called inthat he might
preach to them, ‘‘ You may as well preach to the doge,"’
We prefer to take the opinions of M. ffaitan | Livings‘on »
and Stanley and the hosts of missionaries about the
African negro. Without implying that Southern white

men are like the Dutch Boers and their descendants #t is
very possible that those who have had the very best
opportunities and the strongest inducements to study the

American negro problem, may have had also a great dea
to warp their judgment dud fill them with prejudice.

Again & man cannot be here long without finding out
that the white man feels that the problem he hus is &
peculiar one. < He lays the emphasis on the race and the
color and talks comparatively little about the ignorance
and superstition, the sin and the crime. I have no donbt
that these are present in the minds of intelligent Chris
tian men, but in common conversation the race and the
coior and the history are predominant. The negro-
problem is the race-problem ratl'er than the ignorance-
problem and the sin-problem. Thus they forget, I think,
that while they have their race probleu. with its
complications ‘of color ‘and hictory, ignorance and
superstition, sin and crime, the people of the Pacifie
coast have the Chinese and the Japanese with their
heathenish practices, their opium deus and dent of
infamy and immorality, their low living and starvetion
wages, They are apt to forget that the Eastern, Middle
and Western States have to coutend with hordes of
European illiterates, paupers, ciiminals, anarchists and
‘socialists of every description #o that New England has
become & mixture of New Ireland and New France,
Wisconsin has become New Germany and so on. They
hardly ever think that you in Canada have the French
Catholic as well as the immigration problems on your
hands, with their complications of language, race and
religion as well as ignorance and vice, ‘' There is no
trouble like mine,"” .

In this State there are not very many cities and even
in the cities the Chinese are not very many. The Jews
are here, as everywhere, . pushing. their trade. Indians
are not numerous, 8o we do not hear it said *‘ The only
gool Tudian is a dead one,”” Foreigners are not heve in
great numbers for wages are not as high as in the North
and possibly life ant property are not quite as safe,
There are veryffew Canadians-—I heard of only two in
Raleigh. There are a few Northern men almost invaris
ably called by the indefinite term, Vankees, scattered
threugh the tountry. They are tolerated and even
welcomed when they scatter some ' change ” among the
people, buta Northern man is not as welcome even in
the pulpits of the South today as s Southerner, The
sectional feeling is vanishing very slowly. So_ brother
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