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MESSENGER AND.VISITOR.

lbbﬂh Bchoo'
BlSl E LESSUNS

Adapted from Adcubo!‘l Seloct Notes,

SECOND QUART

Lesson I. Aprill Gen. 32:9-12, 24-30

JACOB'S PREVAILING PRAYER.

GOLDEN TEXT.
‘I will not let thee £o,
bleas me.”"—Gen."32: 2

except thou

EXPLANATORY .

Tur SectioN oF HIsTory covers chaps.
201033

In some way God spoke to Jacob,and
summoned him to return hom~ (31: 3).
His present life was but an episode, &
preparation. His true position was
that of heir of the promises, the inher.
itor of the prowised land, the channel
forthe kingdom of God. He must not
stay too long away. He may become
ververted in his religious life. He had
earned all he could here. ‘‘Jacob was
becoming too contented in that strange
land.

1. To Tax CovexANT Gob. “O God of
my father Abraham.” He appeals to
the Most High as the Covenant God,
who had given promises to his fathers,
of which promises he himself was
the heir.

2. HE PLEADS THE
THE PaTH OF DUTY
vah) which saidet unto me, Return,’
etc. In chap. 31: 3, before he left
Haran. His dangerous position had
been reached in obedience tothedivine
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b, sesT ExTREATY. 11, “Delver
me, [ pray-Thee, from the hand of my

brother.”  He could not help himself
His brother was coming with an army.
Jacob did not know how he felt toward

him.
6. For OTIHERS. “The mother with
the children.” Jacob was not alone,

nor was he praylng for himself alone.
The lives of his family were at stake.
All true prayer has an outreach far be-
y«nd ourselves and our own needs.

PLEADING THE PROMISES. 12. “And
'lhm\ saidst.” Toremind God of His
promises is one of the {mv\leges of
prayer. If Jacob and his children
were deatroyed by Esau, how could his
descendants ever become as the sand of
the sea for multitude? “I will surely
do thee good.”’ These words are
Jacob's interpretation of the assurance
contsined in chap. 28: “Behold
am with thee,”” ete, It is virtually a
promise to do him good, to bless him
to erown him with prosperity.

Va. 1828, Jacob did not regard pray-
ing as the substitute for the use of the
best means.

Having prayed Jacob set apart 60
camels, 440 gosts, 50 head of cattle and

W nsses, for .a ‘munl to Esau, and
sent \huu ahead in three separate
droves. “The disposition of this

princely present in several droves, fol
lowing another at intervals (v, 16),
was such as to repeat the favorable im

pression made by each, as they suc
ocessively came before Esau, accom
panied  with & concilistory mes
nuge Then he divided all the
rest of his possessions ioto  two

bands in the hope that if oneshould be
taken, the other might escape. They
wera now near the fords of the Jabbok,
clowe to the region of expected danger.

Jacob took his family across in the
night, when there would be no oppor
tunity: for the enemy to see or to
hinder

Va. 2420, Jacob was now at the fords
of the Jabbok, ¢. e ‘The Btruggler,
from its difficnlt passage through the
bille. He had done alt he ‘could. He
returned across the stream that he
might be alone

24. “And Jacob was left alone.
There was much to think of. It was a

crisis in his career. He was about to
take possession of the promises in the
Iand God had given him, He could
not forsee the l‘fmm- How should he
deal with the people of the land? It
was well to be alone. - Thus Christ was
alone in the wilderness, on the Mount
of Transfiguration, in Gethsemane.
“And there wrestled a man vuth him.”
In Hos. 12 the “man’ who wrest-
led with him is called “the angel,” and
the Lord of hosts; and in v. 80 of this
chapter Jacob calls him “God.” There
must have been an actual muscular
struggle for Jacob.

This is & type of God’s continual
strivings. with mep, pleading with
them. moving them \»\ His sp irit lead-
ing them by his providence Vere
not his disap) ]mln(mmlls his successes,
all the wu(.nm;,nnm life, God’s
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meat of physical force for the wrestler. | agreeable than any other month. This
This lam show Jacob his utter | medicine is & wonderful invigorator

weaknoas before God, his dependance
on him. Jt was not want of power
that kept him fr m conquering
Humility trust, looking to God wefethe
result of this experience. Often omly
outward failures will bring the soul to
thn rm) t state

“And he (Jacob's antage nm\
QRM. let me go, for the day breaketh.
(Hos. 12, 4), showing that verbal pray-
er m-mmpumul the symbol and action
of prayer. “‘And hesaid, I will not let
the go, except thou bless me.” It would
seem not only that Jacob now clearly
recognized who his antagonist was, but
that he had come into the true spirit of
prayer. His greatest desire now was
not deliverance from the special danger
on account of which he began his pray
er, but for God’s presence and care and
love. He wanted God more than safety . |
knowing that he could rest confidently 1
in Him. and only what was best would |

\.“.I.

come to him. He was now in the con
dition to receive the apswer to his
prayer

ANSWER TO His PRAYVER. —Vs. 2720

27. “And he (the Angelof the Cover
ant) said unto him, What is thy name
Not as if reqairing to be informed, but
an directing attention to it, as repres
enting his character hithertc And

he sald, Jacob, ¢ ¢ Heel-catcher, or

Bupplanter (vide ch. 25, 20). Sugh had
been his character, shrewd, tricky
crafty, selfseeking, There was nerd
of a change for “Nothing is real reliy
ion except that which a man takes
along with him when he drives & bar
gain

2 And he sa I'hy name shall be

called-no more Jacob
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had power with God. The blessing
God was given him g T'he birt
right blessing w retaine { And
with men The best Mss., LXX
Vulg., render, “Thou hast had power
with God, and how much more wilt

thou prevail with me ‘

FOURTH AXs \\lulL — DeErer Kxowi- |
EDGE oF: Gop., 29, nd Jac r»h |
said, Tell me . . . thy name.” That
is, revealed to me more fully, who and
what thou art; what is thy character
and nature. ‘‘Wherefore is it that
thou Jost ask after my name?’ Why
do you ask, seeing that I have been re-
vealing myself to you all the past
night, and sll through your life
Read the providence in your life, and
you will see who is dealing . with you
now.

Fiera Axswer—THE Divise Biress
1¥6. “And he blessed him there.”
This blessing he was doubtless made
to experience internally, His mind
was sweetly tranquilized. His former
fear departed from bis soul, as did the
shades of night, at that very time, be
fore the breaking of the day.” It was a
new deve, lnpnwnl of spiritual life, and
a new capacity for bodily action. |

V. 80. There was three memorials of |
this great victory “on the battlefield of |
the heart.” |

Firsr MrmoniaL. “The change in
his name,’” to remind him_every day,
in_every transaction, how God had
blessed him and changed his character

SEcoxp Memoriar., “A change in |
his body,” for when he left Penuel he |
went lame, on account of the touch of |
the angel. Every moment reminded |
him of the conflict, and the conditions |
of holding the blessing through de- |
pendence on God

Tairp MEMORIAI 'he change of
name of the spot where the confiict
took place.

30. “And Jacob called the name of |
the place Peniel.”” Meaning "‘the face |
of God.” Elsewhere (v.81) called Pen-
uel, & word of precisely the same im

wort. “I have seen God_. . . my life
is preserved. These words contain,
perhaps, an allusion to the prevalent
opinion’ that no man could see God
alive. But this is not all. He waa de-
livered through seeing God. As “Jacob
left Penuel, the sun rose upon him. ' Jt
waa & type of the spiritual sunrise updn
his sonl.

- .-

Disappointments fare often direct
slvwn\ 8 to prosperity in the very
ings we bave thought they were going
m ruin forever. - Joseph’s story is an il-
lustration of this. He had the promise
of a kingdom, but instead he received
slavery, and cruel treachery, and im-
prisonment, and it looked as if all hope
of a kingdom was over forever. But
those very trials were the gateway into
his kingdom, and in no other way could
he have reached it. God’s thwartings
are often our grandest opportunities.
We start in & pathway that we think
is going to lead us to a desired end, but
Godin Iiis providence thwarts us, and
then we rashly conclude thatall is over,
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OUR OBJECT.

The unification of Baptist young people ; their
persascd KpirituAlity - thelr stmolation 1o
Christian service ; their edification in soriptural
Knowledge; their instruction in Baptist history
and doctrine ; their enlistment in missionary
through existing denominstional in-
s
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OUR FELLOWSHIP.

All Young Péople’s Bocléties of whataoever
aame in Baptistchurches, and Baptist churches
baving no organizations are entitied to re
Entation. We depona for. our unity Dot upon
ousi people’s name or method.  Our com
0w bond s 1a the New Testament, in the full
afirmation of whowe Led
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12 did not fall out with the breth
keep up a continual warfare
upon them as a result of the doreness of
wounde {'pride. They voted right and
then did the best they could under the
circumstances.— FErchange.

Robloson Crusoe's Inland.

It is not generally known that Juan
Fexnandez—the island on which Alex
ander Selkirk, the Robinson Crusoe of
romance lived for so many years—is at

the present time inhabited. Two val
leys, winding down from diflerent
directions, join a shortc distance
back from the shore, and here now

stands a little vl]lﬂ“- of small huts
scattered round a loog, low, one-storied
building, with & veranda running its
whole length. In this house lives the
man who rents the island from the
Chilian Government, and the village is
made up of a few German and Chilian
families.

The tiny town is called San Juan
Bautists, and the crater-like arm of the
sea on which it is sitbated, and wherc
Alexander Belkirk first landed, is now
called Cumberland Bay. The island is
rented for about £200 a year. The rent
is partly paid in dried fish. Catching
and drying the many varities of fish,and
raising eattle and vegetables, wholly o
cupy the contented settlers, and much
of their little income is obtained, from
the cattle and vegetablcs rold to pass
ing vessels. The cattle need no care
and the vegetables almost grow wil!
urnips and radishes, first shown here
by Selkirk bimself; now grow rank and
wild in the valleys like weeds. There
is also & race of wild dogs, which com
pletely overrun the island, depending
tor existence mainly upon seals. Toey
are the descendants of a breed ¢f dogs
left by the Bpaniards

At the back of the little town, in the
first high clitl, is & row of caves of re
markable appearance hewn into the
sandstone. An unusual path leads to
them, and & short climb brings one tc
their dark mouths. About forty years
sgo the Chilian government thought
that & good way to be rid of its worst

criminals would be to. transport them (o |

the Island of Juan Fernandez, Here

under the direction of Chilian soldiers
these poor wretches were made to dig
caves to live in. In 1854 they were
taken back aguin, however, and the
caves have since been elowly crumb-
ling away.

The narrow ridge wh Sclkirk
watched is now called * Saddle,”
because at either end of it-a big rocky
hummock rises like a pommel. On one
of these is now a large tablet with in-
scriptions commemorating Alexander
Selkirk’s long and lonely stay on the
island. It was placed there in 1868 by
the officers of the Britishship “Topaz
A small excursion steamer now runs
from Valparaiso to Juan Fernandez
Island. The round {rip is made in six
daye, and three of these may be spent
the island in fishing and visiting
we lonely but be spots which,

200 years ago. the haunts
ubinson Crusoe
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bood with a celestial fragran Are
they not so many waymarks set up
upun the earth to prove to us =l that
héaven, is pot -far away, nor the road
thither blocked up?—C. D. Bradiee, D,
D., in *‘Sermons for the Churcliy
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Lneruy Notes

The ‘ Progress of the World” of the
Review of Revirws is not confined mere-
ly to a reciew and discussion of cur-
rent political, financial, economic and
sociological events. In this department
of the March number, for instance, ap-
pears a report upon the geographical
and scientific explorations that have
recently been . ompleted, or are now
being carried en, nuum;uuuulb) maps
and portraits of the explorers, This
number also contains an article by the
editor, Dr. Albert Shaw, -on the Consti

tutional Convention, which is to meet

at Atbany, N.Y. in May of this year.
After explaining the constituiional
provision that ~an opportunity for
ameuvdments be given every Lwenty

Years, Dr. Shaw gives details of the
Tor(hcoming meeting of 1he delegates
who were elected 1n response to the
vote of 1886 for a convention, and then
repcrts an important ‘interview which
he himself bas had with a delegste to
this convention, who is in an’ especial
position to forecast its action. This
delegate  outlines, in answer to Dr.
Shaw’s querics, the general scope of the
convention's work and its pr.bable ac-
tion on certain specific questions of the

highe st importange such as the provi-
r a Greater New York, a reform
State Judiciar. system, the in-

proportional
mal

r-presenta
reforms,’ certain

es iu city governments, uniform
me rule and various
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nomical, costing less than one cent a cup.
It is delicious, nourisbing, snd EASILY
DIGESTED.
Sold by Grocers everywhers.

W.BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass

whicl' {s absolutely
pure and soluble.
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“When I was a Boy,”

Writes Postmaster J. C. Woor
Forest Hill, W. Va., l had o bt
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ures in Bic

i o Music entitled The |
CUyel March. Mothers of families
will be glad of the aid of the very sug
gestive paper on Fitting Out the Fam
ily for Spring and Sumwer, and both
Mothers and Daughters will be inter
ested in the opening chapter of a series
treating of the relationship between
the two, Some new dishes are given
under the head of Dainty Cookery.The
paper on How to Live Wisely opens a
subject that ahould commend itself to
all housekeepers, and the chapter on
The Etiqueite of the Dianer Table
treats of the most refined observances
at the festive board. Around the Tea-
Table furnishes both instruction and
entertainment, and furthsr entertain-
ment is provided in An Easter Party
and Literary Charades. The subscrip-
tion price of 7he Delinealor is $1 a year.
Single Copies, 156 cents. Address orders
to The Delineator Publishing Co. (Ltd.),
33 Richmond Btreet West, Toronto,
Ont,

I
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Christian Sociology is ably discussed
both on its theoretical and its practical
side, in the March number of the Mis
sionary Review of the World. The Edi-
tor-in-Chief discusses “Christian Co-op-
eration and the Bocial Mission of the
Church,” and W. T. Elsing, of the New
York City Mission, writes from his
practical experience of the condition
of thie “Christian Toilers of the Uit
Other subjects discussed in the number
are “Chris'ianity in India,’" by
Rev. E lvmrd Storrow , “The Rohgmm
of Indin,”” by Francis Heyl; “Stundism
in Russis,” by Rev C. Bonnekemper,
and ' I'hree Heroines of the Nez Perces
Mission, '’ among the \unh American
Indians, by Rev. F. F, Ellinwood, D.
D. Inthe Interr mmml Department,
Dr. Gracey discusses “Nationalism in
Japan.” J. M. Allis, of Chili, tels of

Work Among Romanists,”’ and ‘Dr
Seott of the “Sunday-schools in India.
Dr. Gracey also gives an account of the
Missions of Mexico, West Indies, and
Cubn, in the Field of Monthly Survey

I'he Review is & growing powerinthe
missionary aml literary circles. The
editors epare no time or expense 'to
niske it valuable and interesting

Published monthly by Funk & Wag
ualls Company, 18 and 20 Astor Place,
| New York, at $2.00 per year

It isannounced that the April num
ber of 8t. Nicholas will contain the first
chapters of & serial writtep and illust
rated by Howard I'_ le, the author of
*Robin Hood” and “Men of Iron It
is called ‘‘Jack Ballister's Fortunes,’
and deals with life in America during
the early colonial days. Through the
treachery of an uncle, Jack Ballister, a
sturdy English lad, and heir to a small
estate, is transported to America, and
sold in the Virginia colony as a re-
demptioner, or bond-seryant, for seven
years. The story is a &png one, and
will run for more than a year.

The Homiletie Review for March is of
exceptional strength and interest.

Opening the -Review Section is a paper
by Dr. Newman Smyth on * Labor
| Problems for Pulpit Discussion.” in
| which the writer points out certain re-
n]nxmhl.mrnnnd restrictions pertain
{ ing to the pulpit diseussion of labor
| problems ¢ interest of its several
| departments is wel ained. Publish
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should be rich to Iinsure
health. Poor blood means

Ansemia; diseased blood
means Scrofula.

Scott’s
Emulsion

the Cream of Cod~liver Oil,
enriches the blood; ' cures
Angemia, Scrofuia, Coughs,
Colds, Weak Lungs, and
Wasting Diseases. Physicians,

the world over, endorse it.

Don't be deceived by Substitutes!

Boott & Nowne, Belleville. All Druggista. 80c. & §1.
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E, COSMAN, Propristor

Torma—g1.00 per day, I nis hotel s condueted
on strictly Temperunce prineiples. Fvery at-
tention paid Lo guests’ comort

TOJTHE'TRAVELLING PUBLIC

If youfwant & GOOD MEAL of LUNCH o
your Journey call at the

JUNCTION HOUSE, IMcADAM,

Meais and Lunch wd on arrival of sll
train |nyl' W guests will aleo be
provided for thowe wh wish them
Don't pass without calling
TA BOR. Proprietor.

IMPERIAL CAFE,

35 Germain St, §.John, N.B
D VID MITC Ilfll |n—u|-r OYNTERS,
FRUIT, PASTR M at all hours.

Hot lnnmn trom 14 461

R cluss 1 overy

fow Cream & speeially

DON'T BUILD
A LARGE HOUSE.

HOUSE with medvam siso rooms, well e
fnished, and sustable for smell
, while & lange houso
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FURNITURE!

CHEAP BEDROOM SETTS,
EDSTEADS, TABLES,
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Warerooms, MARKET BULDING, OERMALY #7
Pactory, BAST END UNION STRRST,

SAINT JOHN, N »

NEW GOODS

"|Gentlemen’s Department
27 King Street




