
all the words after the word ‘‘That” to 
the end of t 
the folio Win 

“Upon the establishmeirCof a province 
in the Northwest Territories * of Canada 
as proposed ,by bill No. (®, the legisla
ture of such province subject | to and in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
British North America 
188(>, is entitled to and should' enjoy the 
full power of provincial seK-ihvernment, 
including the power to exclusively make 
laws in relation to education.”

recognize the fact that 41 per cent, of the 
people of this Dominion do not think as I 
think on that question; do not think as the 
majority of Protestants think. What then? 
Shall we say that, they are in the minority 
and therefore we shall have no regard for 
them? Shall we say that they are 41 per 
cent, and we are fifty-nine per cent, and 
therefore we will be Indifferent to them? 
No, Mr. Speaker, you cannot govern Can
ada by any such rule as that. Let us do 
well to remember that the Roman Catho
lics are not In a minority everywhere. 
There is one great province in which our 
Roman Catholic brethren are in- the ma
jority; overwhelmingly in the majority.

The Situation In Quebec.
“Suppose we are to Insist upon this doc

trine of provincial rights, right down to the 
last point, as was argued to-night, what 
would be the condition ol onr Protestant 
brethren in the province of Quebec? Sup
pose that under the sacred name of pro
vincial rights an effort were made to do 
away with the separate school system and 
with the rights of the minority in the 
province of Quebec; what would we find? 
We would find the tables of this House and 
the tables of the greater parliament in 
Westminster—because the bill would have 
to pass the Imperial parliament—loaded 
down with petitions, not of the character 
of so many that come to us now, insisting 
upon the doctrine of provincial rights; but 
with.petitions demanding that the-name of 
provincial rights should not be used for 
such a purpose, demanding that the ma
jority should not be used for such a pur
pose, demanding that the majority should 
have the rights to control, demanding that 
the rights of the Protestant minority in the 
province of Quebec shall prevail, instead 
of the wish of the majority.

j The SuresC Remedy Is

1 Allan’s
.^question haHeJt out and 

for: Results from common soaps, 
eczema, coarse hands, ragged 
clothes, shrunken flannels.
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REDUCESHon. Mr. Fielding.
Hon. W. S. Fielding, wlo Was loudly 

cheered, said:. “I do not quite under
stand the procedure under which my 
honorable friend, the leader of the oppo
sition, has proposed uns amendment, and 
so far as I do understand it, I do not 
agree with him as to the qffetet which it 
may have upon the measure that is now 
before the House. The mbtidn now be
fore th*e House is that thlf bill be 
read a second time.”

Mr. R. L. Borden—“Be now read.”
Mr. Fielding—“That is our motion which 

has been placed in your hands. My honor
able friend, the leader 4Df the1'opposition, 
moves that all the words fXtqr ‘that' be 
struck out. The motion is t^hat thls bill be 
read a second time; my hqnorgble friend 
moves to strike out >pll tbje vjrords after 
‘that,’ and expresses a pious {opinion on one 
portion of the bill. It seems £o me that 
after you have struck out aü the words of 
the motion that the bill t&e npw read .a* 
second time, there will be no bill left.

“It is certainly not the usual method 
whereby anybody wishes to mov#an amend
ment. If an honorable member regards the 
main purpose of the bill—whateter he may 
be pleased to consider its main purpose^- 
with favor, and disapproves-,bf some minor- 
part of it, his obvious dutyt Is : to support 
the second reading of that drill/ and when 
In committee we-; reach the claube to which 
he objects, then is the prober ^moment to 
move that that clause, be Struck out, and 
something else be substituted, think the 
method of my honorable friend le a mis
taken one; however, I do not attach much 
Importance >o that and I prefer to proceed 
with the discussion.

Not Solely Constitutional.
“I need hardly say that J do 'not rise 

with the purpose of following my honorable 
friend In the very lengthy argument he ha* 
addressed to this House oa what he is 
pleased to regard as the constitutional qnee- « 
tion involved in the consideration of this 
measure. If I felt as he appears, to feel, 
that the constitutional questions involved 
are the overshadowing questions, I need 
hardly say that I would not presume to ad-' 
dress the House at this taonient, but I 
would leave thé-question ta<bè dealt with' 
by honorable members of the legal profes
sion, who are supposed to understand such 
matters better than those of us who are 
laymen.

“But It is because I do not àgree with 
honorable friend that the < constitutional 
question is the 'over-shadowing questiefco, 
that I venture to discuss the matter at ttie 
present stage. I do not believe the people 
of Canada will consent that ^ny one of t|s 
should shelter hlipself behind JJae fence jSf 
an alleged constitutional question. We càjp 
all say with the fullest sincerity that it>#B 
a misfortune that we have to deal with 
But once we hav^-lt here, my belief Is t 
our constituents, the people of Canacfg, 
will expect us not to . evade it, but tt> 
meet It fairly, boldly, and discuss it 
openly; and discute It in a generous spirft 
and endeavor to .find some solution of flip 
difficult problem. v

“I do not agree‘tfwlth my haÉ
lat we are not called upon/H

EXPENSE
Ask ftor the Octagon Bar m

operation of one government as at present, 
or whether they shall be divided into two 
or more provinces. There is not much dis
pute on. that point. Happily, I think, my 
bon. friend, the leader of the opposition, 
had previously entertained the view that 
one province, was sufficient.”

Mr. R. L. Borden—“I never expressed 
any opinion on the subject.”

Mr. Fielding—“I think some opinions 
have come from the other side of the House 
on that point. When we consider the ques
tion of population of the Northwest Terri
tories to-day, we should readily agree that 
the population of the Territories Is not too 
much for one province. We are happily 
agreed that there shall be two provinces.

The Comrol uf Lands.
“The next question to which we come is 

the question i^s .u what shall be done with 
the Dominion lands. My honorable friend 
In the small portion of his speech in which 
he did not deal with, the constitutional 
question, devoted himself to the question 
of Dominion lands. We have provided in 
this bill that the Dominion lands shalkbe 
retained by the Dominion, 
friend takes very strong ground in favor of 
these lands being given over to the prov
inces. He argues that Inasmuch as by the 
British North America Act the lands were 
left to the possession of the original prov
inces, we should apply the same principle 
and leave those lands to the new provinces 
of Alberta and Saskatchewan.

“That argument Is by no means conclu
sive. We know that there are strong rea
sons why these lands should be retained 
within the control of the Dominion. We 
have not the slightest doubt that during 
the development of the Northwest Terri
tories Mt Is a wise proposition that the Do
minion and not the provinces should retain 
the management and control iof the public 
lands. My. hon. friend can see no. reason 
why a distinction should be made between 
our dealing with the land question in the 
case of the Northwest Territories and our 
dealing with the land question In the case 
of the older provinces.

Necessary to Settlement.
“Let me say to gay hon. friend that we 

think there are strong reasons, ^lf the ques
tion of Immigration *s one which is properly 
assigned to the Dominion government. The 
question of Immigration^, and the question 
of the settlement of the public lands are 
closely associated In most of the older prov
inces where the amount of available lands 
is not very great. If we expect population 
to flow rapidly into the West; if we are 
going to be able to carry out the vigorous 
immigration policy whicn during the past 
few years has been converting that land in
to a busy hive of industry; it is necessary 
that there shall be a retention of those 
bonds in the hands of the Dominion govern
ment.

“But if we make a mistake at this point 
we have the comfort of knowing that, we 

Erred In- Good Company.
“When the province of Manitoba was 

created—just as we are to-day creating 
these two provinces of Alberta and Sas
katchewan—the land question was consid
ered, and for the very reasons which I 
have ventured to advance to-night, the gov
ernment of Sir John Macdonald <te<rided that 
it would not be wise to give the province 
of Manitoba control of Its own lands 
(cheers). They were not content to rest 
under the constitution which had been 
given to them. They came to Ottawa and 
they asked the government at Ottawa on 
more than one occasion to-change that pro
vision of the constitution and to give the 
province of Manitoba control of the lands.”

Mr. Fielding read from the report of a 
committee of the Privy Council in 1884, 
when Sir John Macdonald was in- power, 
refusing to recognize the claim of Mani
toba.

Mr. Fielding next dealt with the financial 
terms. He said that, speaking generally, 
the worst that could be said was that they 
were liberal. Both sides of the House 
would approve of this, but what the people 
of Canada were concerned about was the 
resolution In regard to schools.

The School Question.

fore I am not claiming that there le any- 
binding legal obligation, but I do say that., 
we are obliged to look carefully into .th* 
circumstances upder which that act wae x 
passed and if we find that at the time It 
was regarded by Its friends and supporters* «• 
and parliament generally as an act which,, 
was passed, not only for the present, but 
for the future, that creates a moral obliga- . 
tion which this House may well take into . 
consideration.
Prince Edward Island it was substantially • 
the same.

“Let us not conceal from ourselves eer-v' 
tain facts,” said Mr. Fielding. “Let us be 
frank with one- another. Let ns say that' 
the gravity of the situation is even mdre 
serious than many think. If my right hon. - 
friend, the Prime Minister, Is to retire from, 
office, as he would be obliged to^do if this*1 
bill were defeated, what then? Under or- 
dinary circumstances, the retirement a * 
minister, or the retirement for a govern
ment, means very little after all. The pub- i 
lie adapt themselves to new conditions. One * 
government goes and another comes. Party ' 
Interest may suffer. But that is not the 
situation to-day. • •

now

Ini New Brunswick and

“Let us not forget that In preparing the 
constitution of confederation, the strongest 

My honorable i advocates of separate schools were the rep
resentatives of the Protestant minority in 
Quebec. “There are interests involved in this ques

tion- which far outweigh any mere party 
consideration. What matters it if one

I venture to say that in the 
minds of the Protestants of Quebec that 
thought will sink deep to-day. and that they 
will be Influenced by the golden rule, ‘Do 
unto others as you would have others do 
unto you.’

g<v-
ernment should go out and another go In? 
But think for a moment of what will bap- *. 
pen under the present state of cffa'rs; Ah? 
someone will say, ’What matter if the Prime 
Minister goes out, somebody else will come 
in.’ No government could be formed undér 
such circumstances which would command

R Three Lines or Thought.
“There are three great lines of thought 

to-day on the question, of public education, 
one held by a great many people is that 
the secular system of education is the only 
system which we should have in the public 
schools. There are many people, altogether 
Protestants, I think, who claim that it Is 
useless to introduce anything like religion 
fn-to the schools and that all we can do is 
to devote ourselves to secular education. 
The second line of thought is that which 
Is held by a large number of the advocates 
of what may be called national schools. 
These"people think that with secular educa
tion you may associate to a certain degree 
what may be properly called religious in
struction, that you may be able to say to 
the teachers, thou shall not teach the T 
ams’ of any denomination, but you may, 
and should, In the words of the Nova 
Scotia schobl law, Inculcate precept and 
example.

“Then we come to the third line of 
thought. It is that which Is held by our 
Roman Catholic fellow-citizens, but It is 
also held by many Protestants, and It la 
that you cannot have education and re
ligion separated. A great writer has ex
pressed the thought in this sentence: ‘So 
natural is the union between religion and 
education, that you may justly 
neither is where both, are not.’ Our Roman 
Catholic brethren, attach more Importance 
than our Protestant friends as a rule do— 
thongh^many Protestants agree with them— 
ta this question of religious education' They 
say that ^-ith them it Is a. matter of con
science; they say they must have their 
children taught by persons of their 
faith who can give instructions in their 
own creed, and they would be very much 
pleased If we adopt their views; they say— 
and who shall contend that there is not 
much truth In their assertion—that you 
cannot rely upon children receiving proper 
religious Instruction In the home.

the confidence of this parliament to-day.
“I make that statement after doe delib

eration, but somebody will again say, ‘What 
of that? If you Liberals cannot forin a 
government, we Conservatives will take 
charge.’ I doubt it. I have no right to 
speak for my hoav friend, toe leader the 
apposition, bnt if I knew him at all, I ven
ture to remark that he would shrink from ; 
the formation of a government, in whJeb 
he would be obliged to draw religious lines.
As a high-minded man, with due regard to 
the future of his country, he Would shrink 
from the formation of a government froUr 
which he would be obliged :o exclude from 
office and vote and power forty-one per 
cent, of the population of this Dominion.

my

Opposition Would Be Help’edS.
“The leader of the opposition has ac

knowledged to-day that there is no union 
among his party on that question. He 
chaffed the Prime Minister for a moment; 
he said this question was not making for 
the unity of the government—may I venture 
to suggest that it is not making for the 
unity of the opposition. The leader of the 
opposition acknowledged to-day—It was 
right that he should acknowledge it—that 
he and some of the men with whom he 
sits were not able to see eye to eye."Mto 
warned us that he spoke to-day for himself 
only, and that he did not presume to speak 
in the name of his party. What does that 
show us? Does it not prove that if my 
right hon. friend shall be obliged to retire 
from office on this question-, thy hon. friend, 
the leader of the opposition* .would shrink 
from the formation- of a government under 
such conditions.

“The matter Is too grave to permit of its 
being treated lightly for a single moment* 
but I venture to say that it will be Impos
sible to repress a smile on both sides of 
the House when I suggest the picture that 
would be presented of my hon. friend from 
East Grey (Dr. Sproule), and my hon. 
friend from Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk), 
and the hon. member from Beauharnois 
(Mr. Berberon), and the member for Victoria 
and Hallburton (Mr. Sam. Hughes), sitting 
In harmony to prepare a «resolution with 
respect to separate schools.”

United for Better Things.

1

assume

&
«jrie fri 
“ctiscuss 
or vcomiquestion of separate schoo 

schools. I believe 
Dominion to-day are not going tô ha 
their minds engaged with an élabora 
analysis of constitutional questions w.Mj 
nine out of ten. of them will never r-e. 
and which the whole ten will fail to unch 
siand. I believe £hat the people of Can£ 
since this unpleasant question is brongj 
before ns, will expect us to meet It plaiij 
and openly and discuss it wfÜT'the hope 
finding a happy solution.

Greater Questions to Deal With, v 
“If it is a constitutional question, abotfe 

all the others, then perhapjj-.the best wfc 
can do will be to request theïegal member® 
of this House to adjourn to %he commlttoft 
room and thresh it out, whil§ we who haït*

to that

that the pie-, of t

Entitled to Respect.
“We who form the Protestant majority 

say that we cannot undertake to teach any 
special form of religion In the schools. So 
while we may not agree with our Roman 
Catholic brethren on that question, we 
think we can agree that their view of the 
matter is entitled to our profound respect 
and that in many respects it is held to
day, not by Roman Catholics only, but to a 
very large extent by the Protestants. It 
Is argued by some "persons that we cannot 
make any change In the conditions with 
respect to these Northwest Territories. I 
have seen some arguments advanced gener
ally and . am not referring to anything par
ticularly said in this House.

“The first minister has not declared that 
It Is not within the power of this parlia
ment to make a change. He has not de
clared that there is any legal or binding 
obligation resting on the parliament of Caiir 
ada to reenact the clause# of the act of 
1875. I do not think my right honorable 
colleague is aware of any method by which 
any member of this parliament can be com
pelled to vote In any other way than his 
.intelligence and; conscience directs, but 
what I understand him to-day say, is- that 
the British constitution Created an obliga
tion which we should all consider, and to 
that extent he will be supported by very 
many men on both sides of the House.

“It is curious, in view of the wide discus
sion and agitation which is taking place 
to-day, that when this act of 1875 was pass
ed there was practically no discussion of It 
In this House* There was certainly no ad
verse discussion. The parliament of Can
ada passed that clause

By a Unanimous Vote 
the House of Commons. I do not he&l- 

te to say that In my view, at any time 
since 1875, it wae within the power and the 
rights—I do not say the moral right—but 
undoubtedly within- the power of this par
liament, to repeal the act of 1875; there-

nqt the good fortune to belong 
learned profession, will stay down- lidK 
and discuss the practical question involve^, 
or proceed with the ordinary business of"tife. 
House. But if it la the case that there are 
questions other than the constitutional one 
and greater than the constitutional question 
involved, these are matters that I may ven
ture to proceed discuss feast before 
this House.

“Npw the first question tohb£ considered 
—only for a moment, became, happily, 
there Is no dlvihsipn of oplnlpn upon it—is 
whether or not the time has come when we 
shall give the form of a provincial consti
tution to these* new Territories In the 
West. Happily, I say, there Is no difference 
of opinion on that. It Is now 35 years since 
these lands were acquired and brought 
der the control of the Canadian’,authorities. 
From the beginning, governments and legis
latures have gone on preparlpg^the people 
for the work of self-governftnelit. At an 
early stage the province of Manitoba wae 
carved out and set up In ho’dsékeeping.

Mr. Fielding went on to say that the 
question was becoming a religious one. The 
leader of the opposition would have to form 
a government on. religious grounds, owing 
to the difference ,on this question. There 
was great progress In the Northwest, but 
it was only the beginning of better and 
greater things. In conclusion Air. Fielding 
quoted:

“We hear the tread of pioneere,
Of nations yet to be,

The first low wash of waves,
Where soon shall roll a human sea.”

“Let it be our happy privilege In this 
parliament of Canada to do all we can to 
hold up that happy picture of the condition 
of Canada’s prosperity. Let us be careful 
lest by a mistaken step to-day another pic
ture may have to be presented showing our 
people divided along religious lines, our 
country riven and distracted by religious 
strife. Canada would no longer present 
that happy picture, the tide of Immigration 
would be turned back, capital would take 
alarm, «business men would lose confidence, 
we would no longer be able to enjoy the 
prosperity we are now enjoying, nor could* 
we any longer hope for that magnificent 
future which to-day opens to our vision.

A Grand Peroration.
“Let us realize the danger of religious 

strife in this matter. Let ns try to avoid 
it. "Let us have peace In Canada If pos
sible—not any ignoble peace—not peace at 
any price—but peace with honor, peace on 
the terms of this honorable compromis* 
which meets the religious prejudices as 
some see fit to call them, which meets the 
religious convictions of two and a Quarter 
millions of people, and yet at the same 
time secures to the people of the Northwest 
Territories, new and forever, every essen
tial element of the system of national 
schools; peace on the terms of this modified 
bill which we submit to the House with the 
sincere conviction that It offers a measure 
which high-minded and patriotic men may 
honorably accept regardless of party, race, 
class, or creed. (Cheers.)

:

“Now this Is a class of questions,” said 
Mr. Fielding, “that at any time should be 
approached with all possible deliberation, 
especially in a country like Canada, with
out diversity of race and creed. He would 
be a rash man who would plunge into a dis-un-
cussion of that question without a disposi
tion to be reasonable, with regard not only 
to the opinions and convictions, but pos
sibly even to the prejudices of his fellow- 

We should,'iie prepared to listen tomen.
al1 that may be said and to make an honest 
effort to meet the views of those who differDevelopment of the.N. W. T.

Northwest Terrl-
In myopinlon we should aim aefrom us.

far as possible, each of us, to have a sys
tem brought about which would come as 
nearly as possible to our own particular 
views, but etirely each of us must realize 
that if we are to carry on the government 
of the country, we must not insist on our 
individual views, but must try to meet the

“At a later stage the 
tories were given, the same fqjug.of organiz
ation. That form was develqpe^ from time 
to time and at this moment^ they have in 
the Northwest Territories a >vqry consider
able measure of self government. But in
asmuch as that measure of 6#lfc>government 
falls short of the ordinary pow#$, privileges 
and authorities of a province We all agree 
that the time has come when we shall give 
a provincial constitution to toe people whp 
inhabit those lands.

“Then we come to the question whether: 
these Territories shall come <; under ttte

views of those who may differ from us and 
to find common ground of action. :

-
Prefers National Sclool».

“For myself I do not like the prlneiple of 
separate schools. I regret that such a large 
number of my fellow citizens in Canada 
are obliged to take a view, conscientiously 
—as they say and as I believe—that they 
cannot support a system of free common 
schools. I think It would be an agreeable 
and a great thing for onr country, If In the 
growth that is now coming so rapidly upon 
ns, our children of all races and, sections 
and çreeds should meet from day to day 
and mingle together In work and In play 
In the schoolroom and on the playground: 
and If we can happily agree upon such a 
policy, It would do much for the grander 
upbuilding of the country of which we are 
so proud.

“1 say unhesitatingly that If I were to 
have my own way only—If one could afford 
to Insist that his opinion must prevail re
gardless of the wishes of his brethren—I 
would like to see a school law which did 
not call for this word ‘separate’; bnt we 
must leave things as they are. We have te

idt '£ ' ' . ■ :•
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ON AUTONOMY BILL Fruit is Nature’s laxative.

Fruit contains certain principles 
which act like a charm on the liver 
—and keep the whole system well 
and strong. But these principles 
in the fruit juices are too weak to 
have any marked effect on the 
internal organs. The value atSir Wilfrid Laurier Moved the Second Read

ing in Strong Address-Finance 
Minister’s Oration. Wuiti

or Fruit Liver Tablet* 
lies in the secret process by which 
they are made. The fruit jnices are 
so combined that they have an 
entirely different effect from fresh 
f mit. Their action is the 
fruit greatly intensified. They have 
a marked effect on the liver—toning 
it up—making it active. “Fruit-a- 
tives" are, without doubt, the only 
complete cure for all Stomach, 
Liver and Kidney Troubles.

50c. a box. At all druggists.
FRUITATIVES, Limited, OTTAWA.

Ottawa, March 22.—The galleries of further in this very speech, he would 
the House of Commons were crowded have seen where he (Sir Wilfrid Laurier) 

and evening recognized that undér the constitution 
the provinces were not supreme in edu
cational matters. So there was no dif
ference between the ground he had taken 

He in 1893 and the stand to which he was 
committed in the present matter. 

Provinces or Territories?
We are told that the right to, continue 

their separate schools cannot be claimed 
for the new provinces, because the latter 
have been hiterto nothing but territories. 
In other words, had Saskatchewan and 

1 Alberta already existed as provinces and 
came to us with their present separate 
school systems, parliament would have 
been forced under the constitution to con
tinue that system, but as they came in 
the form of territories they are not en
titled to the same rights. Now, as a 

j matter of common sense, what does it 
matter, as far as law and order are 
concerned, whether Saskatchewan and 
Alberta were provinces or territories? 
We gave them a school system thirty 
years ago, and is not that system as dear 
to them to-day as though they had been 
>rovinces all along?

Are their rights not jnst as sacred as 
though they had been erected into prov
inces years ago? If we are to consider 
some of the newspaper articles and 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in moving the , hflve read, what supreme rea-
second reading of the Northwest prov- 1 son .s advanced why this constitutional 
inees autonomy bill in the House this I ^ ^ separate schools should not ap- 
aftemoon, expressed pleasure that the j p y to the Territories. It is that pariia-
debate was settling out in such a happy I ™e.nt 's not bbund tb resp^ aCtB wh'ch 
frame of mind. Upon the intro,lue- i a fjmer imrimment enacted in other 
tion of the measure, he (Sir Wilfrid) ^1s- .that the parliament ejected m 
had laid stress upon the public lands 3 to respect the acts
question; on the school question, the p. by b e parliament of 1875. Well, 
number of provinces, and the financial tp tal^loub ?t?nd up0»the
terms, as the most important features p . ey of parliamentI.have nothing 
of the proposed enactment. ™obe to,say' Parliament is supreme in-

The Conservative leader in his re- l665 and,™ay 80 the length of disobeymg 
ply had touched lightly upon two „ en“°?V ’T,® f°Xerrl aU 80Tern"
points, the ownership of public lands ™™tS(r,and ‘U. m«- 11 ‘s ope° t0 aDy
ami the school question. Upon the ™an t0 stand by ^ .^brd- or t0 violate 
latter, he had made no definite pro- h.s engagement, and it is open to parha- 
nouncement, but he counselled to calm- e . 0 . ® hkewise. We have a double 
ness and moderation. The Conservative °PP°rtunity on this occasion to signahze 
press unfortunately had taken a very dif- ”urselves- because not only can we w.th- 
ferent stand on the educational ques- draw the right to separate schools which
tion; in fact, had spared no effort to in- L ^
flame the public mind upon that ever- .. . -n'issi "V11 18 e9uallT true
delicate Question that m 1881 thi» parliament forever ab-

“In the course," exclaimed the Pre- the P°.w”9 ofrthe8e °ew prov-
mier. “of late years, I have been in ’n regard to taxation by declaring
this House, many have been the occa- *at.tthe Canadian Pacific railway w,th 
sions in which parliament has had to , grounds workshops,
face and solve questions, simple enough ?nU‘ld‘ngs/ yards and °ther Pr°Perty' ,roJ-

sudden outbursts of passion, and again ■ „ __-__ , .. .. , . "
let me say that I use this word pas- 'foÆÆIw

all recog^iLe0theatSpassioensS are ve^often ^aB^^^federal taxation. It
the outgrowth of noble sentiment, but ^ ^ fa pr0vmT
let the sentiment be ever so meritorious, ™™ b,pallt£s ahoa'd not have power to 
if it goes beyond a certain limit, it may ta* '*5,?" P^'’.lts ?uüd,.n8s and
become blind, unreasoning passion. In ïï”,6®:. £ not that an invasion
1875 on the New Brunswick school »f provincial rights which is more far- 
question, in 1889 on the Jesuits estates ™ ™as.e<lueDces ^a° tbat
question, in 1896 on the Manitoba l.!ph tnhfCTP , „, ^
school question; now one part of the ™a“er, of ed“^l>n v w®1 the Sam! 
country, now another, has been roused T* do.e®. anybody th>nk for a moment
to a high pitch of excitement. 1 LT P nn,e'Lpro™ces P^er to

tax the G. P. R.? No, we respect our 
engagements. Then if 
engagements in the one case why should 
we net do so in the other?

action of
during the afternoon 
when the debate on the second read
ing of the Northwest Autonomy Bill 

Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
, spoke for about forty minutes.

ovation from his followers as

in progress.was

got an e e
he rose to'propose that the bill be 
read a second time. The Premier made 
an excellent speech, as he always
does.

Mr. R. L. Borden, who followed, pro- 
Northwestposed an amendment that the 

Territories should enjoy full powers of 
provincial government, including power 
to exclusively make laws in relation to 
education. The leader of the opposition 
dwelt part of the time he spoke on the 
constitutional phase of the.question. He 
said that he did not want the bill de-

clauses. When we introduced section 16 
as it stood in the original bills, we had 
no intention than to give to the minority 
the rights and privileges to which they 
are entitled under the constitution, the 
same rights that they have to-day; bnt, 
sir, it has beeh objected to, as the lan
guage used in section 16 was too broad, 
too vague, and that its adoption would 
lead to confusion and trouble, instead of 
certainty as to the rights of the minority.

“The first paragraph ot section 16 as 
it stood in the Northwest Territories 
Act of 1875 was reproduced in toto. An 
event occurred fourteen or fifteen 
years ago that has to 
limited that act. ~ 
abont fourteen years ago passed a 
law which in the opinion of the minority 
abridged the rights given them by the 
federal law of 1875. The minority car
ried their complaint to Ottawa and ask
ed for disallowance. Sir John Thomp
son, however, after examining their plea, 
refused to disallow the Territorial ordi
nance. He admitted that the ordinance 
in question was an infringement of the 
rights of the minority, but stated that 
as it merely .continued a secular ordi
nance passed some three or four years 
before, against which no complaint had 
been made at the time, he was not justi
fied in advising fédéral disallowance. The 
educational clause in our automony bill, 
therefore, confirmed an arrangement 
that has been some fourteen years in 
force, and that has given very general 
satisfaction. We have not introduced 
ordinance No. 31, regulating the aid and 
grants to be given to schools, because 
we thought it better simply to lay down 
the principle of putting no burden upon 
the Territories, not saying how-they are 
to dispose of their money, but simply 
saying that when schools, conform to the 
law, whether they be separate or public 
schools, all shall be treated equally.

“I wantl to impress once more the fact 
that the constitution of Canada is a 
compromise between the different ele
ments in order to produce a great result. 
There are differences of power. There 
are exceptions, but all this diversity is 
intended to promote unity. Let me say 
one last-vreid. We have done pretty 
well so far in the levelopment of our 
national institutions, but we have not yet 
reached the maximum. I am sure that 
it will injure no one; that it will do no 
harm, but on the contrary much good if 
whenever we are called on to apply the 
principles of the constitution we apply 
them not in any carping sense, but in 
a broad and generous spirit.” (Cheers.)

feated.
Hon. W. S. Fielding made one of the 

best speeches he ever delivered in the 
House. The finance minister went thor
oughly into the whole matter in a frank 
and candid way which was a fitting con
trast to the rather labored utterances of 
the opposition. Although it was after 10 
o'clock before Mr. Fielding rose, he kept 
the close attention of the House until 
midnight, and was frequently applauded.

some extent 
The Territories

Sir Wilfrid Speech.

Mr. Borden.
Mr. R. L. Borden, leader of the op

position, said that he favored the prin
ciple of the bill in granting provincial 
status to the Northwest Territories. He 
thought the land should go to the North
west. Taking up the educational clause 
of the bill, Mr. Borden said that it over
shadowed all other questions, involving 
6s it did differences of religion and per
haps of race. “I do not desire,” said 
Mr. Borden, “to make it a party politi
cal question. I leave to every man on 
this side of the House full liberty to 
follow the dictates of his conscience and 
his judgment, and to do so without re
gard to party .ties."

Not a Question of Separate Schools.
If any one gentleman should propose 

to insert in this measure a clause for
bidding the establishment in the new 
provinces of separate schools, I could 
be prepared to oppose, strongly and 
strenuously, any such provision, because 
I believe that not only in the light of the 
constitution but in the light of the high
est principles of statesmanship and wis
dom, that question should be left abso
lutely to the control of the people of the 
new provinces.”

Mr. Borden again returned to the Man
itoba school casé. There were a num
ber of decisions in that case. Finally a 
remedial order was submitted by thé Con
servative government. It was then that 
the prime minister fought against it. In 
the maritime provinces, Mr. Fielding de
clared against coercion; in the west, Mr. 
Sifton ably seconded Mr. McCarthy, and 
in Quebec the first minister looked after 
his own campaign. There was no doubt 
remedial legislation was within the con
stitution, yet the majority of the people 
gave a verdict against interference which 
had been twice confirmed, once in ’IKK) 
and again in 1904. The sacrifices whico 
the Conservatives made were great. 
They made them because they believed 
in the constitutional rights of the minor-

The Premier’s Record. we respect our
“Since my own conduct on the pres

ent occasion has been assailed, per
haps I Will be pardoned if I say that 
upon every one of tnose occasions I 
have endeavored so far as I knew, and 
successfully, I think, to live up to the j 
very principle of the constitution under 
which we live. In 1875,, being then a 
young man, I supported the Mackenzie 
government, which refused to interfere these proposed provinces was admitted 
with certain legislation passed by the the union on July 15th, 1870, and im- 
province of New Brunswick against mediately upon the creation of these 
which the Roman Catholic minority com- provinces the provisions of ^section 93 
plained. As it was established that at of the British-North America Act of 
the time of confederation New Bruns- 1867 became as a matter of indefen- 
wick had no system of separate schools, sible right a part of their constitu- 
it followed that the federal parliament tion.’ That is to say, as a matter of 
had no authority to interfere. indefeasible right, the provision of eec-

“In 1889, having then become leader tion 93 of the British North America 
of the Liberal party, I supported Sir Act becomes part of the constitution of 
John A. Macdonald’s government in the Northwest Territories, 
refusing to disallow the act of the tion 93 declares in and for each prov- 
Quebec legislature regarding the Jesuits ince the legislature shall exclusively 
estate question. In 1896 I opposed Sir make laws in relation to education, sub- 
Mackenzie Bowell’s government, when jact and according to the following pro- 
they endeavored to force a system of vision: 
separate schools upon Manitoba, that, 
according to high judicial opinion, the 
province had been within its rights in 
rejecting.

Haultain Criticised.
“There is no better testimonial in 

fr vo.' of the principle embodied in this 
bill than the letter written me by Pre
mier Haultain, who said: ‘The terri
tory included within the boundaries of

Now sec-

“1. Nothing tn any such law shall 
prejudicially affect any right or privi
lege with respect to denominational 
schools which any class of persons 
have by law in the provinces at the 
union. The difference between Mr.
Haultain and myself is that Mr. Haul
tain argues section 93 applied automa
tically on the admission of the prov
inces, while we hold the provision 
embodied in section 93 has to be intro
duced legislatively by this parlia- 

™ t> vr a a -a ment into the constitution of the newThe B. N. A. Act. provinces.”
TJ‘r’ 11 i8 a remarkabie thing that the Sir Wilfrid cited the position taken 
very men who mstst the loudest on pro- b gir A- T Galt> in Quebec, in favor 
'mc.al nghte take no heed of the fact of separate schoo]s for the Protestant 
urnvin .thejm^t.tution wherever a minority. -It must he dear," said Sir 
province enjoyed separate school right» WilfrHi «that a measure would not be
ril)L- ume1th?y enter th! un‘<ra .th0.®1 favorably entertained by the minority 

, ° areto be Preserved. Provincial ]ower Canada which would place the
[In VTi ® Very ba®\S °f °.ur ?n®tltU" education of their children, and the pro- 

r\n0't vision of their schools, wholly in the
ti n 09 3«d ,We ba;T® terms of sec- ban<js 0f a majority of a different faith. After the elections Sir Wilfrid stood as 
a ' ,°5 tbe ., .I™ . ortb America It wag c[ear that in confiding the general the champion of the liberties of the peo-
„„ '."blcb provide that in and for each 8uhject of education to the local iegis- pie and the defender of provincial rights, 

''7m?e _tba legislature may exclusively ]aturegi ;t was absolutely necessary this and so it had gone dn until now, when 
: ', b in relation to education, sub- sh0uld be accompanied by such restric- this measure is presented. The condi
tions “ accordmg to 1116 folIowlng cond1' tions as would prevent injustice in any tions under which the bill was presented

respect from being done to the minority, were then dealt with. He again referred 
11) Nothing in any such law shall g;r Alexander Galt was too great a man to Mr. Fielding and Mr. Sifton being ab- 

prejudically affect any right or privi- to stipuate for the rights of his minority sent. The measure was put forward on 
cc with respect to denominational friends alone. The sub-sections he the grounds of constitutional obligations, 

v, 00 8‘ which any class of persons framed were made to the minority in It was said that in 1875 parliament im- 
m\c hy ]aw in the province at the any province of the Confederation that posed conditions upon the Territories 
1 “on‘ enjoyed separate schools. It was in which of necessity had to remain when
“Here then,” continued the Premier, obedience to that order of the consti- admitting them into the union. Parlia- 

' you have the principle laid, but plain tution that provision was made in the ment could at any time have repealed 
:is the facts stand at the present mo- present bills to preserve the rights of these provisions. The opinion of George 
ment they seem to be ignored.” the minorities in Saskatchewan and Brown was given but Mr. Brown was

Mr. Northrup had quoted a speech of Alberta. not giving a legal opinion. The premier
his, made years ago, made in defence of The Changes. might have given more eminent authori
se principle of provincial rights. Bnt “Now, sir, a word as to the changes ties on constitutional obligations, 
if that gentleman had read on a Utile we have made in the educational In conclusion Mr. Borden moved that

"On the present occasion, I stand fast, 
as I believe, upon the rock of the con
stitution of Canada, when I say that thie 
Parliament should accord, under the con
stitution, to the minority in the prov- 
inti s, the same rights and privileges that 
are enjoyed by the minorities in Quebec 
and Ontario.

ity.
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