
r - -Jïp’rrTV"-% i - -

," ' Y ffif: )t

5
\THE EVENING TIMES AND STAR, 5T. JOHN. N. R. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22. 1916 5

A

j floss Rifle Tragedy Sequel Coining
Ottawa Government For Fourteen 

Months Failed to Provide Remedy- 
Army in Field Still Gagged
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Ottawa, Dec. 18—Following the pub- ing experiences of great numbers of 

lication on Saturday last in the Ottawa men who faced the oncoming Huns, who
were stillhundreds of feet away, with

up the

M Vand men of the horrible and heartrend-Appreciated ML \

'msk'lJournal of what is obviously a govern- jamm^Cs rifles,“‘and ^ „„ 
ment-mspired exposition of the Ross Enfields of dead British Tommies, 
rifle question, and in which the late “When the division was withdrawn 
Laurier administration is blamed for the from the Ypres fighting tcf rest and fill 
contract entered into by the Ross Rifle up to strength once more, the great 
firm, the Citizen this morning publishes topic of conversation among the surviv- 
on its editorial page an apparently well ors of the fight was the Ross rifle, and 
informed letter from “one who has re- if ever anything was heartily cursed, it 
turned,” accompanied by an editorial, was, along with the government who had 
which says, in part:— insisted on keeping this much criticized

“They all know what happened in the and much doubted weapon in the hands 
49th Battalion to mention one unit, and' of the Canadian troops, 
they all know the cause of the catas- ,
trophe fourteen months after the Ross r’° H**“ to Protest, 
rifles failur at 1 pres in April, 1915. “However, in spite of all protests; 
Surely it is not contended that in giving which could not have failed to Have (un-; 
the monopoly of nfle making to one firm officially at any rate), reached the ears 
the administration of the day (assisted of Sir Robert Borden and his associates 
by General Hughes) bound itself nnd —nothing was done. Then came the! 
its successors for all tirpe to accept a fights at Givenchy and Festubert and 
partic-Rar nfle from such firm, whether the same shocking and heartrending 
defective or not. scenes were gone through again. From

Commenting on the government’s de- then on the Roes rifle fairly stank in the 
fence in the Journal, “One who has re- nostrils of the Canadian division, 
turned says: “When the second Canadian division
Had Conservative Support and the corps troops came to France in !

„T. ....... . 1 September of 1915, they brought Ross !
t 18 “K*1*- when it says that the rifles with them—this in face, of all that j 
Laurier government made a rotten bar- had transpired. But these rifles, one : 
gain when the Ross rifle was foisted on was assured, would be quite satisfact- 
thls country, but the late government ory, no more jamming. Oh, no, General 
might well plead that it was led astray Hughes had had the firing chamber 
by the warm, even fierce, support given reamed out in machine shops at Shorn» 
by the then opposition critic of matters cliffe so that any old .803 cartridge 
relating to the Militia Departmerit. | would fit. Splendid!

However, let us get down to war “Luckily there was a comparative 
times. When the first division left Val- quiet on the Canadian front from June, 
carrier everyone was more or less pleased 1915, which lasted nearly a year. During 
with the Ross rifle, as far as target last winter I left France, and eventually 
shooting was concerned, but experienced arrived in Canada in the spring of this 
officers and men, who could not help 
noting its decided tendency to jam when
rapid fire was ordered, were really ap-, Protest* Suppressed in 1916.
P^ens've. .“Then came the wicked fighting

When the division first went into the! around St. Eloi and Hooge in June. I 
nefr Afmcntieres, I understand j was here then, and I often wondered 

that this alarming tendency was noted | how the boys with the reamed-out Ross 
by all ranks. That was in February of rifles fared through that night. I have! 
1915. Less than two months later came never heard details to this day: but in 
the second battle of Ypres I have been July I got a letter from a very well- 
told time and again, by different officers known officer, who has been out there

in the thick of it since the first division j 
crossed to France. It contained this dis- ! 
quieting sentence: “I can never say an-' 
other word for the Ross rifle after the1 
horrible experience the 4Mb Battalion, 
which was armed with the Ross, went 
through in the second heavy 
He could write no more, and 
the censor let even that pass.

“The men at the front are gagged and 
cannot write these things. That is as 
it should be, for It is military necessity. 
The officers and men returned to Can
ada to take up appointments here 
not be expected to speak out—they don’t 
want to be hounded out of their jobs, j- 
But you could probably get some inter- 1 
eating facts from returned wounded, 
who have been discharged as medically 
unfit. The government has no longer 
a hold on them.
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and yon will find in every case the 
recipient will be pleased and your 
gift appreciated.

EVERYBODY knows what 
three large shoe stores as ours are 
containing—up-to-date Footwear 
for old and young in all the new 
and fashionable shapes, styles and 
designs, and at prices that are 
still within the reach of the slim- 
est purse.
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Buy Him a Useful Present, Something 
He Can Wear or Use and Appreciate 

As Long as it Lasts

*

I

A Smoking Jacket, Bath Robe, Dressing 
Gown in the new fabrics and newest patterns;

I a Fancy Vest, a Stylish Overcoat, a Fashionable 
Suit, a Serviceable Raincoat, a Fur Hat, Collar 
or Pair of Fur Gloves would make a useful gift 
for any man. They are all in our Clothing Do- 
partaient. ’
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Waterbury & Rising, Limited . □I
\

KING St. hiMAIN St UNION St 7

H N n
A Scarf of the latest shape and coloring.
A Fancy Shirt in the new fabrics. ~
A Suit of Underwear or Pyjamas.
A Box of Hosiery, Handkerchiefs or Collars. 
A Pair of Gloves.
A Handsome Muffler.
An Umbrella.
A Walking Stick.
A Fitted Case.
A Shaving Set.
A Leather Suit Case.
A Travelling Bag or Fitted Bag.
A Travelling Rug.

t

Employer's Liability. Boiler and Plats Glass Insurance
--------SEE—-----

Lockhart & Ritchie • 114 PflDCfi Wbl #,
year.
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Hear Quaint 
Christmas Carols 
at Your Fireside

\

DOLLS 
TOYS 
BOOKS 

. GAMES
FREE DECORATIONS

/Jfighting.’ 
I wonder ;

YOU WILL HAVE MADE A WISE SELEC
TION IF YOU CHOOSE FROM 

THIS LIST

/
.
i

lican-

Manchester Robertson Allison, Limitedto***'.* !- ■il

We Still Have a Large Stock 
to Choose From.

■ SPECIAL REDUCTIONS 
Rocking Horses reduced to

$5.00 and $8.00 
$1.50 Friction Iron Toys.. 95c. 

76c. Friction Iron Toys.. 60c.
Dolls at Reduced Prices. 

Special Values in Toilet Sets, 
Soldiers’ Uniforms 
A Good Assortment of 5c., 10c. 

and 15c. Toys.

Guilty Delay.

last June. Some day we .hail ajl hear. 
In the meantime the Journal can froth 
and fume and blame Laurier or the 
War Office or whoever else it likes. But 
the boys out there will not forget their 
comrades who died fighting with jam
med Ross rifles in their hands, and, 
however herd the Journal and other par
tisan papers may howl, the time is surely 
coming—after the war is won—when 
the soldiers of Canada who return will 
ask the present cabinet this terrible 
question: ‘Why did you, after you heard , 
of how hundreds of men died fightingf 
or were taken prisoners at Ypres with ! 
jammed Ross rifles in their hands, why I 
did you insist on keeping us armed' with 
this rotten weapon for fourteen months

Fourteen Months’:
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XMAS CRACKERS ANC XMAS STOCKINGS
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Since the first Christmas Day,
Music has been closely and natur
ally associated with this Great 
Festival which, with the next few 
days, we will again celebrate.

16

These Will Add to the Xmas Joy of the Old as Well as Yoüng:
Santa Claus Stockings from 15c. to $1.00 each, all filled with British made toys.
Xmas Crackers, all English made..................-............... .............. ............. From 25c. to $1 50 each
MOIR’S CHOCOLATES, all kinds........................................................ . ......___________________-T 60* 1L
WILLARD'S CHOCOLATES, all kinds............................................ ...................... ............ «ru' 1C*
WILLARD’S AND MOIR’S DAINTY Boxes, all fresh chocolates...From 26c. to $1.00 box 
Christmas Mixed Candy, 20c. lb., and fresh made Barley Toys .
New Royal Cluster Table Raisins..............
Shelled Walnuts, new season’s crop 
Almond Meal .......................................

I 75c.iWhat could bring more real glad
ness to your festivities than to 
hear quaint, old Christmas Carols 
and other musical numbers, ren
dered by artists of universal fame, 
their wonderful voices brought 
into your very homes by means of

Î
.. 26c.• e> 4 »>-*

• . 35c. lb.5
i ........ 60c. lb.

...... aoc. lb.Arnold's Department Store
90 Charlotte Street

70c. lb. Almond Paste 
Everything New and Fresh. Come and Inspect Our Stock. Delivery Everywhere 

About the City and Lancaster.
afterward*?’

“The 
talk whi

Canadian army can’t and won’t 
life there is still work to be 

done, but, when the boys return, they 
will bear out what I have said, and will 
give all too many ghastly and specific 
instances. They will not forget and 
they wiH not forgive.”

“ONE WHO HAS RETURNED."

Near Rrlnc.se

The PHILPS STORES - DOUBLAS AVE. AND MAIN - Phone 886USE THE WANT 
AD. WAY
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THE ows with children, and relief of certain 
families which should not be put on the 
city, is being carried out This plan 

! would remove children of widows from 
institutions and reduce the cost to the 
city of the care of such children in in
stitutions.

‘.The outlook for the future, as planned 
by the Social Service Commission is 
given as follows :

“1. Outdoor relief which 
waste of the city’s funds.

“2. Grants to institutions on the basis 
of the city’s direct responsibility.

“8. A competent children’s depart
ment under the Children’s Aid Society

SYSTEMATIC AID
FOR POORER WOMEN

to deal with ell dependent children In 
institutions and boarding home*.

“4. A private organization to deal 
With widows with children, and aQ fam
ilies and individuals which should not 
be put on the city.

“5. Complete registration of all ap
plications for relief either In hwtitutione 
or In their homes.”
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NEW
EDISON

<$>

| Our Men's Slipper and 
Felt Shoe Department 
Will Suggest Gifts from 
$1.00 to $4.50.

KA
\.5, Toronto** Needy Women and 

Children are Being 
Well Cared For

►

<8> eliminates1 ICHEAP MONEY AFTER WAR> ?
$"i Wall Street Journal:—Economists 

have come to the conclusion that there 
will be cheap money after the

k y 34,314 Registered—Waste of City 
Funds to Be Obviated by Social 
Service Board

which Re-Creates the human voice 
and ii-Jtrumental performances so 
perfectly that it is impossible for 
you to distinguish between thp 
original productions and Mr. Edi
son’s Re-Creations of them.
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B:ack and Brown Kid Slippers — Everett Opera and 
Romeo Patterns. $1.75, 2.00. 2.25, 250, 2.60, 3 00 
up to 4.50.

Brown Felt Romeo Shoe with leather sole and heel, $1,50
Dark Plaid Woollen Slippers with felt Sole, leather 

ed, high or low cut, $1.00, 1.25, 1.50, 1.85.
Grey Felt Cosey Slippers, $1.50.
Heavy Felt, Felt Sole Laced Boots, plain and leather

foxed, with extra wide rubbers to fit them.
J

Big Staff of Salespeople ; Oped Every Ereahig'; Promet Delivery;
Items From Other Bepartments Will Appear Daily

>

(Toronto Star.)
Toronto’s poor women and children 

are getting more systematic care and 
attention, now that the Social Service 
Commission is properly operating its 
plan of a “clearing house” for all persons 
and families needing or receiving as
sistance.

Already there have been registered 
34,314 persons or families, and 192 
agencies for aid to the poor are report
ing to this clearing house.

Two and a half years of war has in
creased the woes of women, though 
many of the sex are now working in in
dustrial and business pursuits who did 
not go to work before the war. By the 
registration method the commission cuts 
out the duplication which was formerly 
the curse of charity work in Toronto. 
Any person wishing to aid a supposedly 
needy family can now get reliable in
formation concerning them by consult
ing the commission.

The latest report of the commission 
to the city council is that many applica
tions are refused, investigation showing 
no need for relief. Many families are 
supported by relatives and private or
ganizations rather than the city.

“Gradually we are eliminating the 
burden of support of inmates who come 
from outside municipalities. Close in
vestigation of expenditures in institu
tions and advice have, in a measure, re
duced tlie cost of maintenance.

“The development of a home-finding 
department in the Children’s Aid Society 
is progressing, so that children depend
ent, in institutions and in boarding 
homes, may be properly placed with 
good families and supervised.

“The Children’s Aid Society is the 
only legal body to supervise and pro
vide for the dependent child. This new 
development will remove the criticism 
which exists at the present time.

“The development of a private organ
ization which will handle relief of wh*-
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»The New Edison is not a talking 
machine, but a marvellous musical 
instrument which has surprised 
and delighted music-lovers and 
critics the world over.

cover- THE LAST RALLY►
>

For Christmas Shopping<$>

You must COME TO OUR NEW 
PHONOGRAPH DEPARTMENT 
and HEAR this

> Our stock, in the varied Hnei of 
Diamonds, Jewelery, Silverware, 

Cut Glasa, Silver Deposit Ware,
. Watches, Clocks, Ornamental 

Bronzes, eto.
already well known to our regular 
clientele. Is so large and comprehensive 
that, even though the time for Christmas 
buying is fairly well spent, our reserves 
can readily supply an ever increasing de
mand.

>
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FRANCIS <& VAUGHAN
♦ 19 KING STREETf

Great Edison Masterpiece, 
then JUDGE FOR YOUR
SELF.
New Phonograph Depart

ment—Second Floor
BEI COMB IN NOW

and make yonr selections instead of watt
ing till the last mad rush is at hand.t

FERGUSON & PAGEW. H. Thorne & Go., Ltd.
Market Square King Street

Diamond Importers and Jewelers 
41 KING STREET

l
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Copyrighted

A Clean, Free Burning Anthracite With
Load. Sold Only by

a Guarantee Back of Every

Consumers' COAL Co., Ltd.
331 Charlotte Street. ’Phone M-1913
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