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| RAILWAT FLYERS.

\$HEY 4REB CAREFULLY WATCOBED
" gPERY MOMENT THEY ARE OUT.
: ~
- Work of Traim Despatchers
Whose Imstant Decision the

of Many Human Beings Someo-
Qm'un-u-m Which Show
the Road as Would » Model.

Rkl

i so easy nowadays to be w_luaked
*ﬁi New York to Buffalo or Philadel-
phia or Washington at the rate of al-
wost & mile a minute, and sometimes
“for a short distance of the journey to
3 ;
“ travel hali as fast again, with the houses,
' ferices and telegraph poles along the way
mixing themselves inuto a kaleidoscopic
plur, Time was, and not so long ago,
when tie height of every horseman's
.ambition was a 2.40 gait. The mile a
. mipute is as much behind the times as
-applied to passenger trains on hall a
.dogen different roads as the 240 gait
4s in trottinZz horses, 2
But i you happen to be interested in
railroad trains because they are trains
.and because they go fast, them it is dif-
ferent. Then it is a problem. As soon
-ag the why comes in the thing begins to
be worth studying. Somewhere behind
all this ostentatious display of ease and
easiness are the men who make the whole
thing go. What they do and how they
do it not one passenger in a thousand
koows. But not a movement of any
train on the whole road escapes their
notice. All day and all night they

-wateh, and the achievement at which |:

they arrive is the comfort of the travel,
ing public.

"Nine out of ten passengers who travel
on these fast trains take the speed as
a matter of course. The engines have
been comstructed to make fast time; the
complement of cars is coupled to them;
when the time for starting arrives some
one rings & bell and they are off. The
track has been cleared for the train, and
.the rs know that it will be on
time, They know more or less vaguely
‘that somewhere or another there is a
,tiﬂ: despatcher who “arranges for all
ek

. Apparently the problem of rapid tran-
git presents fewer difficulties by rail
than by water, and undoubtedly it does
‘from the passenger’s viewpoint, for
‘there is little danger from storms, and
4 a part of the machinery breaks down
‘the passengers can walk to the nearest
“telegraph statior and notify their friends
that they are safe. From ths viewpoint

the men whko sit in their offices and
‘direct the make-up, speed and stops of
the fast railroad trains, however, the
steamship agent, to whom they may
be compared, has an easy time. An ocean
liner is supposed to be in the hands of
ber New York agents on her outward«
bound trip only until she reaches Sandy
Hook. The agent sees her leave her
slip, gets the report from the Sandy
:Hook observer that she has passed out
all right, and goes home with an easy

conscience. Not only is the man who-

laurches a fast train, however, from the
Grapnd Central Station, for instance,
supposed to know that she is properly
equipped and manned, but he must watch
her course by the figures that are com
- stantly creeping dowa this train’s col-
s umn on the despatcher’s schedule until
she has run off his division. If the ocean
finer breaks down, her captain must rely
lon his own judgment. If a fast train
breaks down between New York and Al-
bany the gencral superintendent and the
“train despatcher in their offices in the
Grand Central Station know it almost
as socn as it occurs, and they must do
the worrying. Perhaps on the decision
ok a minute_depend; the lives of scares..
* Not only do they~know of accidents to
thie particular train, but they must
keep equally well informed as to the
movements of or accidents to all other
trains on their division. The engineers
. and conductors” are in their hands com-
pletely. [To-merrow morning the en-
gineer of the Empire State Express may
be pushing his engine for all he is worth,
not expecting to stop until he reaches
Albany, when suddenly he may find hima
pelf forced by a signal on a sliding. He
may bave no idea oi the reason for:it.
BSome one is guiding his train from an
office in the Grand Central Station, and
the responeibility is not his. Five min-
utes Jater a “‘special,” and it would have
1o be ‘2 very important special to side-
track the flyer, rattles past, and then
the signals are set again that indicate
that the Empire State is to hustle on
the porthbound track and make up time
if possible. If such an experience has
never happened to the Empira State Ex-
press circumstances may arise at any
time to make it necessary, and they do
happen to some passenge. train or anoth-
er every day.

Not -all the excitement and romancq
of a flying trip from New York to” Al-
bany is monopolized by the men wto
are working the traiu. It doesn’t re-
quire a very lively imaginatiou to find
a suggestion of each in the offices from
Wwhich such a train is operated. More
circumstances aifeet its run than even
t‘he commercial traveler suspects, When
General-Buperintendent Edgar Van Et-
ten reaches his office in the Grand Cen-
tral Station in the morning he finds on
his desk a report that is known as
“Number 8. President Depew ~and
Third Vice-President Webb receive the
same report. It is a-condensed summary
of everything of importance that has
ocecurred on the New York Central Rajl-
road for the 24 hours ending at 6 a.m.
Buperintendent Van Etten uses it ag a
guide for the orders of the day. Thers
are eight of these reports from as many
different divisions, and they cover the
b}xsmess of the preceding day very con-
cisely. For instance, the Harlem divi-
slon, with headquarters at White Plains,
reports under the head A, which means
weather, “Cloudy;” B, referring to the
movement of passenger trains, “About
on time;” C and D divisions refer to
the movement of freight and stock trains:

__F, general condition of business; G, car

supply, and so on. With this report be-
fore him, the Superintendent knows the
conditions with which he must contend

to get his first-class trains through on |

nghedule time or near it. They have the
right of way over all other trains, but
no dl_scrimilmtion is made in favor of
one first-class train as azainst another
of the same clags, The fact, however,
that the Empire State Express, which
is Train 51 West and 50 East, is a re-
cord breaker, lends to that particular
train, even in the operating offices, more
interest than to any of the others. If
it is a possible thing 51 must be put
uzgh on time, .

I{l addition to these division reports,
Which contain a general reference to the
;eather, Mr. Van Etten receives special

eather reports from 40 different points

ong the New York Central system. He
tay tome to his office in the morning,
L it is so mild here in New York
be does not need to wear an over-

":t,.an.d find by his weather reports

at it is snowing heavily at Syracuse

Jwhca.  That may mean a delay in

through the c&utral part of the

i thuud perhu,p; necessitate a change
- schedule time fur freight trains

loeal passenger trains. All of these
ils are carefully considered before
first-class trains leave the station
there are others. - :

“'.hlle the general superintendent is

king o bird’s-eye view of the road by
Ieéans of his report, and, if necessary
Clearing the tracks for the day’s m'ﬁd'
transit traffic, sending an order to c!éau
Up a wreck here or to hold a freight
there, the flyer is being made up in the

ott Haven yards. Engine .870 may le
the one selected for the run. Before
ghe leaves the yard tho engineer and
fireman inspect  her carefully to gee
that she is in good working order and

. despatcher’s card

RS e

ready to chew up the track when re-.

ired. ~ A eomb&ed baggage and buf-|.
tt ‘car, two day coaches and a draw-
ing room car are to be coupled to 870.
They have been fnspected and eguifped
for 'the ran that is to end in Buf ;l:é
and when everything ‘'was ready haul

down to the Grand Central station and
reported to the station master, who
makes another inspection. The train
corew has already reported to this of-
ficer.  Engine 870 ks - down and
couples on, and 51 stands on the track
ready to iump-out on its long run at
the sound of the starter’s bell.  The
station master has made out his record
of the train, the numbers of the engine
and cars, and the names of the crew.
High up in his office at the lower end
of the station is the train starter. He
rings his bell at 8.29 and the doors
of the waiting room are closed, the last
passengers are hustled aboard, and the
car steps are closed up. The engine is
ready, and as the starter rings his bell
at 8.80 the conductor gives him a sig-
nal and the train dives into the tunnel
with increasing speed. If no accidents
happen she will be on schedule time in
Albany. The station master sends his
report to the train. despatcher, and
from that time uantil 51 runs off the divi-
sion her course will be watched by him.

The Montreal special has started out
half an hour ahead of 51, and the engi-
neer of this train knows that he must
give b1 the right of way. Unless some
accident occurs to delay him, the train
shows in due time
that the Montreal special has been side-
tracked at Highlands at least five minu-
tes belore the time that 51 is due to
gasa that station. 1If the engineer finds
e cannot make it, however, he must
run on to any siding that he finds con-
venien:. He must give 51 the right of
‘way. - .

“ But supposing there is a wreck on
the road, how do you get 51 through?”
‘Chief. Train Despatcher D. W. Hemp-
stead was asked.

“ That depends on the kind of wreck
it may happen to be,” he replied. * For
instance, one morning last week came
the news that there was an atcident on
the track at Barrytown. The Empire
State express was stopped at Rbine-
cliff. A special order was given to her
engineer to use the south-bound track
from that point to Tivoll. At the same
time an order was sent to Tjvoll to hold
there all south-bound‘ trains. In this
way the fiyer got through and arrived
in Albany only 18 minutes. late.”

“ Doesn’'t the' responsibility of these
different moves make you nervous at
times ?”’ asked a New York Sun reporter.

“Never have noticed any such effect,”
said Mr. Hempstead. “If a man is feel-
ing well and understands his business it
should not bother him. I bhave been a
train despatcher now for 11 years, and
1 never have bhad any .of the narrow
escape: that I have read about.”

While he was talking a telegrapk oper-
ator who sat near was: receiving mes-
sages from the different reporting sta-
tions along the division. The time of
each train at the reporting station was
entered in a column set apart for it
on the despatcher’s card. For instance,
Mott Haven, which is the first reporting
station, announced “51—8.41,” and a
few minutes later the next reporting
station announced her, and so on down
fthe column until Albany was reached.
There were reports from 50 other tains
coming- in, and crowding one upon the
other, and each one was entered in its
own column. Sitting in the train de-
spatcher’s office and ;,watching this card
fillingiout one may get some idea of the
complexity of an up-to-date operating
office of a railroad.

When all trains are running on their
schedule time the despatcher has little
work to do. His telegraph operator fills
out his card. But when there are delays
or an accident occurs that blocks the
track at any point he is very Iull of
business. He may have to send out a
dozer different prders in &8s many mijn-
utes,” and they are orders that must be
obeyed. If the accident is a serious one
the general superintendent takes a hand
in straightening things out. it is
merely a series of delays that ipd.‘:ts
the schedule the despatcher attends to
it. He plans bow he may sidetrack a
Becond-class train here to permit a
{irst-class train to have the right of
way, and there he can hold a freight,
and all the time the figures on hiscard
show him the location of the various
trains as plainly as if he had a model
of the entire systemy with its moving
trains before himy

As a further safeguard against acci-
dents, there are the block signals with
a man in every tower, who is in com-
munication with the man in the next
tower by a bell code. Railroad men be-
lieve that too many safeguards cannot |
be thrown around the movements of a
fast train. The engineer of a train that |
is going at the rate of from 60 to 70 |
miles an hour does not have much time
for deliberation when an emergency oc-
curs, and it is the business of the gen-
eral superintendent and the men in the
vperating bffices to 'see, in so far| as
they have the power, that serious em-
ergencies do mnot occur.

Will Make tihie Marsh a Garden.
The plot of land in~"Queen’s Park, im-
mediately south of Parliament Buildings,
has lon¥g been an eycsore to visitors to

the headquarters of the Ontario Govern-
ment. Thre is every probability now,
bowever, that, before the summer ar-
rives, the locality will have been made in
keeping wtih the grand structure which
forms its northern boundary. The Govern-
ment propuse to take the plot over from
the city, and lay it out as a horticultur-
al garden, appointing a man to keep it
in order. One difficulty alone arises and
that ‘is the interest of the city of Tor-
onto. On Saturday Ald, Shaw and Lamb
and other eivic dignitaries had an inter-
view with Hon. Mr. Marty respecting the
matter, ¢ P

Hare System of Voting.

The Woman’s Enfranchisement ‘Associa-
tlbn at their moeting Saturday in the lec-
ture room of the Massey Hall listened to
an exposition by J. L. Hughes of the Hare-
Spence system of voting. Mrs. Ida Tdylor
Scales gave an account of the recent meet-
ing of the Woman’s Council in Washing-
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A NEW YORK TRAGEDY.

Terrible Story of Wand, Love and Drink
~—Ne Fiction Can Excel
S Reality
From The New York Herald, March 24.
Mrs. Agnes Roessler of No. 229 Ever-
green-avenue, Williamsburg, cut the
throat of her husband, Ernst, with a

he had attempted suicide. She faced
him in 8t. Catharine’s Hospital and ask-
ed him with such effect how he could
accuse her of the erime that she con-
vinced all save him that she was in-
nocent. f

Roessler stuck to his statement that
she had attempted to murder him, and
last Friday night she broke down and
confessed that she had done so. .

Ernst Roessler is a steel plate en-
graver, and when he married Agnes four
years ago she wasgonly twenty. He
then commanded good wages, was steady
and industrious for two years, _ His
wife says drink was the cause of all
their troubles. He eays her ungovern-
able temper and unreasonable demands
drove him to drink.

Whatever the cause may have been,
Roessler has been a bhard drinker and
an idler for the past two years. His
wife and child, Ella, '‘who is now three
years old, were driven fromy a comfort-
able home aud little by little their for-
niture was eold, and they finally oc-
cupied a rear apartment of the third
floor of the tenement house No. 227
Evergreen-avenue.

HER SKILFUL ACTING.

Mrs. Roessler's screams on Marck 13
.attracted neighbors, who found her
moaning over her husband, who lay on
a; bed with his throat cut. The woman
said she had gone to shop for some meat,
and when she returned found his wound-
ed upon the bed. Her grief seemed to
to be very deep.

Roessler was taken uncomscious to St.
Catharine’s Hospital, where he was con-
sidered a prisoner and was guarded by
a policeman. He regained consciousness
gix hours later, and then charged that
his wife had attempted to murder him.
He said he was dosing and was suddenly
awakened. He saw his wife draw a
ragor across ‘his meck. Then he began
to- lose consciousness.

Mrs. Roessler was questioned and ap-
peared to be greatly shocked. She said
she believed her husband’s mind had be-
come unbalanced from the excessive use
of liquor. She readily cousented to ac-
company Police Captain Kitzer and De-
tective Sergeant Miller, ol the Cedar-
street station, to the hospital and face
him. In her presence Roessler reiterated
his accusation against ber.

She. appeared to be very affectionate
and said: “ Oh, Ernst, how. can you tell
su¢h a lie? You must have been out
of your head. I was not in the house
when you cut your throat.”

The police refused to believe the wound-
ed man and accepted her explanation.
Neighbors all said the woman was a de-
voted wife and mother, who could not
commit such a prime, while her husbanc
was a mental wreck, who had attempted
suicide twice before.

Mrs. Roessler was arraigned before Jus-
tice Steers, in the Gates-avenue police
court, the next day, to answer a charge
of assault with intent to kill. She was

ed under $1000 bonds for trial, but

rgeant . Sutton of ‘the Cedar-street
station said: “The police are confident
that this woman is innocent. Her hus-
band undoubtedly cut his own throat.
I do not believe she should be sentto
jail and she cannot get bail.”

SHE AT LAST CONFESSES.

Justice Steers then paroled the prison-
er in the custody of Sergeant Suitonm,
and the sergeant told her she might go
home. Roessler recovered and was able
to leave the hospital last Friday. He
insisted that he saw his wife draw the
razor across his neck, and that he had
not been under a delusion. Captain Kit-
zer became convinced that there might
be some truth in the story aiter all.
and went to Mrs. Roessler’'s rooms late
on Friday night. -

She ipsisted that her husband’s story
was untrue. The captain, however, con-
tinued to question her until she broke
down and confessed.

“I did cut his throat and I have mot
slept for half an hour at a time
since,” she said /a tears ran down her
cheeks. “When I do sleep I have dread-
ful. dreams, and my life has become a
torture. I had suffered so much that I
was almost crazy. My courage failed me
when I saw his blood, or I would, have
also killed our ehild and commited suicide.

“Ernst had treated me as badly as
he could. When he got so he would not
work I did what work I could get, to
do, and did not complain, although he
aften forced me to give him a dollar
I had earned by working over a wash
tub all day.

“Ella and I swould have to go to bed
hungry, and he would go off and spend
the money I earned for liquor. - ‘He
would come home in the morning and
beat us, and I would send Ella ont to
beg something to eat from neighbors,
while I went pff to another day's wash-
ing, with a hope that he might letme
ing, with a hope that he might let me
buy food with what I would earn.

“I bad been unable to do much work
during the last winter. I was ill, and
any of the women I washed for were
forced to do their own washing;' as
their husbands were out of work.

“The last money I eprned before I cut

|Ernst’s throat was on March 10. I
{ bought 50 cents worth of bread and

meat that-night before I got home, and
Ernst took the other 50 cents from me.

HER MURDEROUS IMPULSE.

“He was drunk all the” next day.
The work I évas to do o March 13 was
not ready for me, and I came home
early in the afternoon. I was told on
the stairs that Ernst had just gone up-
stairs and that he was so drunk he
could scarcely walk. When I reached
my room he was lying in a drunkem
stupor on the floor and Ella had gone
to bed, because, I suppose, she was ill
from hunger.

“ A sudden d€sire to kill them both as

razor ten days ago and then declmd;

favor of Imtroducing good pictures

all state systems of education.
A Song of Fatherland.
By the late John Stuart Blackie.

In gypsy wise a random roamer;

h for the stout old land,
Of breez)

And roaring flood and
strand !

The shiine

daughter,

And humbled Persia stained the tide

Of free Greek seas with heaps
slaughter,

of Jove’s

I've stood upon the rocky crest
Where Jove's proud eagle spread
pinion,

I've seen the domes of Moscow far

I'vg stood on 'mamnty a famous spot

And dashed the strength
shivers,

I've fed my eyes by land and sea,

me;
But stiil my heart remains with thee,

O for the land that bore me,
Oh for the stout old land,

land ]

ton, at which opinions were expressed in
into

schools and establishing kindergartens in

I've wandered east, I've wandered west,

Of men and maids I've known the best,
Like that far-traveled king in Homer.

But o for the land that bore me.
Ot

zy Ben, and winding glen,
sounding

I've stood where stands in pillared pride
spear-shaking

Where looked the God far east, far west,
And all he saw was Rome’s dominion,

In green and golden glory gleaming,
And stood where sleeps the mighty Tsar,
By Neva's flood “so grandly streaming.

Where blood of heroes flowed 1ike rivers,
Where Deutschland rose at Gravelotte,
of Gaul

Withh eights of grandeur streaming o’er

Dear Scottish land, that stoutly bore me,

With mighty Ben, and winding glen,
Stout Scottish land, my own. dear

-=Pall Mall Gagette,

they, lay asleep seized me, and I had
a hard struggle to overcome it. = But
I succeeded and went to the butcher
shop at the corner of Cenmtral-avenue
and Stanhope-street, wheve I begged a,
little meat, whick I promised to pay for
the next day. I hurried home, intend-
ing to make a stew for Ernst and Ella.
I hoped that he would get over his
spree if he had a good meal.

“ But when I got back the desire over-
came me again. My hope that kind-
ness might reform him left me, and I
saw the nuselessness of it.. I still
struggled against the awful desire, but
fate was against the struggle, for, as
I went to lay my hat on the bureau,
I saw his razor lying there. Then all
reason left me, and I took it and ran
to where he lay. I drew the razor
across his neck, and then he opened his
eyes and looked at me lovingly and
tenderly, as he had not looked in two
years.

“ His blooC flowed over my hnnii,t‘rmd
I could not carry out my resolutiony
The thought' of seeing Ella’s blood flow
as his had sickened me, and l'was un-
able to move. _Scarcel owing what
I was doing I lifted Bim to the bed
and saw that he was still breathing,
The desire to save him was then as
strong as the desire to destroy him had
been a minute before, but with that de-
sire came a desire to save myself. : 4
washed the blood from my hands and
saw that his coat had been under his
head and none of his blood had stained
the floor.

“Then I screamed, and when the
neighbors came in I told them he had
cut his own throat.”

Mrs. Roessler was rearraigned ‘before
Justice Harrimann yesterday and held, to
await the action of the grand jury. The
charge of attempted suicide against her
husband was dismissed.

§
§

The Thomas Orchestra on Friday even-
ing of last week drew a, large audience
to the Massey Music Hall, who by their
attention proved themselves to be @&
thoroughly musical ome. Mr. Thomas
chose the following program : Symphony,
“From the New World,” Dvorak; pre-
lude and glorification, * Parsifal,” Wag-
ner; theme and variatioms,Techaikowsky;
serenade, Goldmark; symphonic poem,
‘““The Moldan,” - Smetana., The sym-
phony poem, “The New World,” by
Dvorak, is & beautiful work, and inter-
esting from the fact that the composer
has built it on the melodies used by
the nezroes in the South, in order to
lay the foundation for the development
of AN.S.M. in America. The ultimate
success of this scheme has been ques-
tioned. At all events, Dvorak and his
treatment @lw remains a master.
And in this eymphony, as in others, he
shows the hand of a gzreat colorist and
a skilful master of form, The Largo
is a charming creation, with the beau-
tiful first theme seunz by the English
horn, with the hushed accompaniment of
the strings. Mr. Thomas proved him-
self in the interpretation of this
work to be an ideal concert conduetQr.
For that reasom the performance of the
beautiful prelude and gZlorification from
Wagzner’s gigantic opera ‘ Parsifal”
fell - short. The depth and pa-
thos were lacking, and the wretched
acoustics of the Massey , Hall de-
tracted still more. The theme and varia-
tions from the Buite op. 66, by Tschaik-
owsky, was the number most enjoyed by
the audience. They are really gems and
show a contrast quite characteristic of
the greatest of Russian tome poets. The
suite from which they are taken is a
grand work, and one that grows on one
by repeated hearing. A word of praise
is due Mr. Max Bendix for his beautiful
‘obligato. The Serénade by Goldmark is
& most charming work, full of melody
and sure to become popular. The sym-
phonic poem, “The Moldan,” by Smetana,
who is a disciple of Liszt, has pretty
themes, but on the whole a little drawn
out, and not up to the standard of his
other works.. We regret Mr. Thomas
did not give one of his Liszt symphonic
poems, which are splendidly adapted for
showing the resources of the modern or-
chestra, especially the Faust, or the ever-
popular preludes.. Mr. Thomas, in spite
of increasing years, still shows himself
to be a great conductor, and America
can always look with pride upon bhis
achievements for the divine art. He is
no humbug, but a conductor by the grace
of God. Miss Electa Gifford gave the
“Indian bell song,” Lateme, by Delibes,
gaining favor with the audience at once.
The concert being such a financial suc-
cess, no doubt Mr. Suckling will give us
the opportumnity of hearing another or-
chestra soon again.

The following 'prSg;am will be given
at Herr Klingenfeld’s orchestral concert
Tuesday evening, April 2, in the Pavi-
lion : Suppe overture, Schubert; “Two
Spanish Dances,” by Moskowski; melody
in F, Rubiustein;h.lelection from Faust,
Gounod; Strauss’ waltg, “Morning News”
and the “Athalia” march of Mendelssohn.

eoncerto in C minor, with Reincke ca-
denga; Miss Burnham, “Fantasie - de
Ballet,” by De Beriot; Mr. Paul Hahn,
Romanza by Gottermann; Mrs. Klingen-
feld, will sing the aria from Huch’s “Ar-
mida.” With euch an excellent program
the house should be crowded, and sup-
port Herr Kling'le‘nfeld's first enterprise.
9

Paderewski’s American tour will com-
mence next November. He will be:man-
aged by Mr. Hugo Goerlitz, who so
successfully piloted his tours in England,
France, America and Germany.

« & =

Another great artist whe will appear
next season is Rafael Joseffy, who will
play in 30 orchestral concerts under the
management of Mr. Henry Wolfshon. Mr.
Joseffy will play many great modern
works for piano and orchestra.

bap-® ®

Anton Gregor Rubémstein, born in the
Russian hamlet Hechwotynetz (Moldavia)
on Nov. 30, 1830, died of heart disease at
Peterhof, near St. Petersburg, Nov .20,
1894. With him the Russian musical fir-
mament loses the second of the glorious
twin stars whose radiance gladdened the
whole civilized world. In about two
weeks more than a year he followed his
illustrious brother artist, Peter Tschai-
kowsky, to the grave. ‘Rubenstein’s
world-wide celebrity has been won as a
pianist and composer for piano. At the
age of B his talent induced Prof.Villoing,
thenceforward his sole piano teacher, fo
instruet him without pecuniary remun-
eration. - His successful debut at a char-
itable concert, when but 8 years old,
moved his parents to send him ta Paris.
The Conservatory’s doors were closed
against him, but Liszt, on hearing him
play, hailed him as a successor. And
Moscheles shortly thereafter described
hims as “a rival of Thalberg — a Russian
boy whose fingers are as light as feath-
ers, yet strong as a man’s.”

He etudied counter-point under Dohn in
Berlin, made brilliant professionnl tours
throagh European sStates. Sojourned for
a time, poor and- comparatively unno-
ticed in Vieuna, and returned in 1847
to Berlin, in which city and St. Peters-
burg he lived the chequered life of a
music4l Bohemian up to 1854. Ever-
growing fame was now his portion, hon-
ors were gshowered upon him, his lessons
commanded; fabulous prices. A typical
trail throuygh life caused him to adapt
his fees to his pupils’ purses, a lesson
costing from 1 rouble ifor poorstudents
ap. to 26 for wealthy ones. Indeed he
gave away the greater part-of his in-
come, expending over $250,000 in
known benefactions within - 80 years.
Most of the very numerous compositions
written in Vienma aud Berlin and some
Italian operas, composed in Russia, fail-
ed of general appreciation, but his fame
aw a pianist speedily eclipsed all contem-
poraries, save Lisgt’s. His tours in Eur-
ope, 1864-58, were a series of triumphs.
In 1862 he founded the National Con-
servatory at St. Petersburg. Two years
after his marriage (1865) to Vera
Schekowanoff, he gave up the director-
ship of the Conservatory and recom-
menced concert tours during that of
1872. In America he played in 215 com-
certs, and was paid $40,000, but the
artistic wretchedness, then eudured, was
such that he could never again be per-
suaded to cross the ocean, refusing even
an offer of $125,000 for 50 concerts. He
resumed his post at the Comservatory in
1487, but retired in 1889, residing since
then in Dresden, Berlin and St. Peters-
burg. It was Rubenstein’s most

Zzreat dramatic composer; but,” although
several of his 13 best known operas, es-
pecially *“ Nero,” “ The Maccabees,” ‘““The
Demon,” have made many ardent admir-
ers, thouzh his chiel bid for immortal-
ity, the ‘“New Poem” of the so-called
sacred opera (*“The Tower of Babel,”
“ Paradise Loset,” ‘ Moses,” *“Christus’’)
has features of marked originality and
powerful ideality, though his ‘‘Ocean”
symphony and countless beautiful piano-
forte<compositions have been received the
wordl over with warmest  enthusiasm,
and though he was feted, lion-
ized and adored, as harkdy ever
musician has been, de -died disap-
pointed and unhopeful of the future of
musical composition. Wagzner, his suec-
cessful rival in dramatic composition, he
never appreciated. For him ‘‘ musical
creation died with Chopin,” and he
thouzht the outlook but gloomy for the
resurrection. In him romantic music
loses one of her foremost champions and
grandest exponents, - YERITAS.

Migs Marshall will play the Beethoven:

cherished desire to be recognized as a|

BIG PRISONS OF PARIA.
A Distinguished Galaxy of Senators, Depu-
ties and Bankers in Them.
Paris prisons at the present time con-
tain a more distinguished set ol guests

than ever before «in their history. Ex-
Benators, ex-Deputies, bankers, direc-
tors and managers of newspapars, offi-
cers, noblemen, wealthy manufacturers,

ous rapiditg.

A hundred years ago they would bave
been led to the guillotine without de<
lay. The progress of a century has for
such cases suspended,and probably put
an end altogether, to the ‘‘veuve,” the
slang term of the terrible knife,but the
disgrace is ag complete, as ever.

There are eight prisons in Paris—the
@epot and jail of the Prefecture of Po-
$lice, situated behind the Palace of Jus-
tice; the Mazas Prison and House of Cel-
lular Correction; House of Correctional
Education, or Petite Roquette; Prison
and House -of Correction of La Santey
Bainte-Pelagie; St. Lazare, for females
exclusively; La Conciergerie and La
Grande Roquette. In addition to these
there is the prison of Cherche-Midi, for
military prisoners only, and of which so
much was recently heard _during the
trial by ecourt-martial of the traitor,
Dreyfus,

The largest and by far the most im-
portant prison in the’ capital is Mazas,
both as regards the number and the
‘“‘quality” of the prisoners. Of all per-
sons condemned by the tribunals of
Paris only those who are to serve a
term ol one year or less remain in the
capital. The others are sent to one of
the twenty-six penitentiary houses in
the provinces.

The Mazas covers seven and a half
acres. There are 1200 cells, which shel-
ter 1150 prisoners. The cells measure
11 feet 10 inches in length, are 6 feet
and a half wide and about 9 feet high,
their capacity being about 740 cubic feet.
Each prisoner is shutup in a separate
cell. A small window, almost a peep-+
hole, strongly barred, is cut out in the
wall, the prisoner being at liberty to
open and close it at will. It lets in
neither & great amount of light nor a
great quagtity of air. There is one
chair in each cell, and it is chained to
the wall. The prisoner sleeps in a ham-
mock,

The most interesting objects on -the
walls are the Chaplain’s almanacs,
which are freely distributed among the
prisoners. They contain good moral ad-
vice and solid arguments to prove that
the worst criminal may, later on, lead a
good life. Some of these almanacs con-
tain short stories, and the subject of
more than one oi them is the wonder-
ful escapes made by criminals from pri-
sons. These almanacs constitute the
reading matter of most) of the prisoners,
All the doors are of eolid oak, and have
& little hole in the top, througzh which
the warder can keep an eye on the pri-
soner, i

The warders seem to be prisoners
themseiyves. They always talk in anun-
dertone, never laugh,> and were it not
for their costume would often be mis-
taken for their charges. They never
leave a cell without taking the precau-
tion of walking backwards. The director
of the prison alone is allowed to inflict
punishments, and his powers in this re-
spect are limited to five days dungeon
Orders from the Prefect of Police are
necespary for anything beyond this pen-
alty.

Prisoners work eight or nine hours a
day at matmaking, bootmaking or tail-
oring, and are allowed one hour’s fresh
air and walking exercise. Only pris-
oners who have been condemned are
compelled to work, but the majority of
the accused, to pass the time and rid
themselves of the terrible ennui that
overtakes the most buoyaat, ask per:
mission to work also. Twiee a week;
prisoners are allowed to receive visitsg
and it is on such occasions that the
})rut&lity of prison law becomes mani-
est.

The parlor is composed of two rows
of cellars separated by a railing. The
time for each vieit, under the vigilant
eye of the warder, is limited to a few
minutes. The parlor scenes in French
prisons would bring tears from the eyes
of the most stonehearted of men. It is
not strange that the realistic playwright
should have transported so pathetic a
tableau to the stage.

In the prison ok La Sante the prisoners
are divided into two groups oi 500, one
lot being confined to cells and the other
working together during the day. This
system is called “in eommon,” and ie
said to meet with more success than
‘the s#trict cellular arrangement that
prevaild at Mazas. La Sante is one of
the finest if mnot the finest prison in
Europe. N

Sainte-Pelagie is used nowadays as a
political prison. | Newspaper men are
allowed also to eerve their term here
when condemned for a cause that does
not come within the criminal law.
Sainte-Pelagie once was a private house.
It was transformed into a prison in
1665, and during over a hundred years
enjoyed the reputation of being the
most immoral prison jn Paris. The
prisoners sent their made chignons, and
many a mnoble duchess wore a wig fabri-
cated at Sainte-Pelagie.

This prison has sheltered M. Drumont,
the editor of Libre Parole, who has A,,ju!st
returned from his voluntary exile in
Belgium, and other well-known editors.
Many deputies have been confined here
also. Like the journalist, they are al-
ways able to order their meals from an
outside restaurant, to reside in a large
and well-furnished room and to receive
frequent visit from their friends. No
one feels that he is serving a term and
no disgrace is attached to a sentence
executed at Sainte-Pelagie.

The Petite Roquette is reserved for
boys under the age of sixteen. Half
of the inamtes are sent down by their
parents as incorrigibles, the other half
being condemned by the ecourts. A
system of education is in practice here,:
and the boys are all compelled during
a certain number of hours each day to
make copper chains and nails. Many of
these youngsters were once ‘‘gavroches”
in the streets of Paris.

La Grande Roguette
named “the ante-chamber

has been sur-
of the guil-

vere. - When an execution takes place
in Paris, the condemned prisoners are
led direct from the Grande Roquette to
the Place de la Roguette, where the
guillotine is erected. '

One of the most curious scenes to be
witnessed at this prison is the final ex-
amination of prisoners about to be
transported for life. They are first
shaved—chin, cheeks and head,/ the. last
so roughly that it is made_to look like
a zebra’s back, Then they are stripped
of all clothing. Warders next examine
their mouths and persons. Two assist-
ants finally lay hold of the prisonemr
bend him forward, make him coughg
and then slap him on the stomach, so
that he is compelled to vomit anything"
secreted in his body, a little file, for
instance, or s6me other specially made
instrument. A batch of convicts were
despatched to the Isle of Re, on the west
coast of France, a few days ago. They
will be transported by the first vesse
to New Caledonia. £

The Proposed New Firehall

No decision has yet been arrived at
by the sub-committee to which was re-
legated the recommendation of a site
for the Central Fire Hall. There were
923 offers, some of which, from limited
areas and excessive price, were deemed
out of the question. The other sites have
been inspected, and the question of an
enlargement and remodelling of the
Bay-street hall has been considered.
Chief Graham favors the latter seheme.
Some further light will be thrown upon
the question when the Council meets on
Monday. The difficulty is to house the
new engines and not unnecessarily swell
the already heavy estimates

have of late been arrested with marvel- |

lotine,” and the discipline is very se- |-

THE BUSINESS OF THE WEEK

e

TBE CONDITIONS OF GENERAL
TRADR ARB ENCOURAGING. -

The Outlook for the Lumber Trade Satis-

‘ factory—A Further Advance in Wheat
—Diminished Transactionsen the Local
Stock Exchange—Decrease in Bank Re-
serves—I'rade Gossip. :

Business conditions are favorable, The
improvement noted Im these columns three |
weeks ago has been fully sustained, and
iny a few special cases there is a marked
Increase, The announcement of another |
session of parliament is having a benefi-
clal effect, Manufacturers and importers
experienpe a .certain amount of relief, and
they are more willing to entertain business |
Dropositions now that there is less poul-(
bility of politicians dealing with the tarff |
question,

There is an improvement in the demand
for lumber on the other side, and the mar-
ket is tirmer in tone. The season has been
& good one in Canada for the getting out
of lumber, and some activity may be ex-
pected shortly., Wheat is another import-
ant factor in the geméral outlook. There
has been a sharp advance in prices the
Paet week, and/ it looks as if the advaice
will be sustained. Supplies are limited
both for Ontario whitte and Manitoba hard.
White is %elling at about 67c along the
Northern, as compared with about 58c in
Dptroit, or a difference of something like
60 In favor of the Canadfan farmer, after
allowing for freight charges. If it had mnot
been for the duty on foreign wheats our
markets would have been flooded with Am-
erican grades, and prices would have been
six to ten cents lower than they are at
present.

2 WHEAT CROP PROSPECTS,

The reports from competing countries do
not point to excessive crops of wheat. In
fact it looks as if in the case of Argenti~
na arrd France the output would fall un-
der the average. It is hardly likely that
Sibpria will b2 a factor im the crop situa-
tion this year at all events, and the reports
of the United States crop are all of a
guarded character. Ow the other hand the
outlook in Manitoba is excellent, The
season has never been so advanced at this
period of the year as it is to-day. In fact
telegrams state that in some sections seed-
ing has already commenced, This means
that the crop will be an early one, and
that the memnace of frost will be largely
averted, That there is no excess of last
year’s crop of No. 1 hard is proved lz/
the manner in which Ontario millers aj
picking it up, and thus the Manitoba far-
mer has the prospect of a good harvest
and perhaps better prices before him at
a time when all his requirements can be
purchase don an unusually cheap basis,

BUSINESS ON 'CHANGE,

A smaller business than usual was trans-
acted on the local stook exchange the
Past week. Fluctuations, also, were re-
stricted and the feeling is one of uncer-
tainty, Westerm Assurance has halted, the
business being confined to 160 1-2 to 160.
British America sold at 116 to 117 1.2,

Speculatio nseems to have almost ceased
in Toronto Street Raillway shares, with
prices rangimg from 76 to 76. The imme-
diate outlook of prices is very uncertain,

and bear talk is incressing. .It is predict- |

ed that March earnings are unsatisfactory.

Canadian Pacific is stronger since the
February return was issued. The state-
ment shows an increase in net earnings for
that month of $33,000, as compared with
February of last year. .The reduction of
6 to 10 per cent in salaries of all employes
of the road goes fnto effect on Monday.
The stock closed here yesterday at 39 1-2
bid, as against 37 bld a week ago.

Commercial Cable is dull and featureless,
It closed yesterday at 144 bid, as against
145 bidi a week ago,

Commerce was the most active -bank
stock, with sales at 136 1-4 and 136. Do~
minion sold lower on Wednesday at 266 3-4,
but since has been held at 272, without
buyers. Imperial closed yesterdasy at 178
bid. Montreal wanted at 219, Toronto at
240 1-2, Standard at 161 and Hamilton at
153 1-2, without sales. There were only a
few transactions in loan company issues,
with no jimportant chtngu in guotatlonu

INDIRECT LIABILITIES,

The importance of having a separate
column in the monthly return of the banks
to the Goyvernment for sterling exchange
purchases does not appear to be generally
recognizved, says The Montreal Trade Buil-
letin, although it is claimed by some of
our oldest bankers that these lndirect lia-
bilities should be shown as well as the di-
rect ones. The extent to which sterling
bills of excdhange are dealt in by the banks
is very large, and i’ is held that the Gov-
ernment should insist upon a separate col-
umn in the bank statements showing these
indirect liabilities, %

MONEY AND EXCHANGE,

There is a further advance in the rates
of sterling exohange bills, and yesterday
sold at the highest prices of the year.
Gold exports are feared im consequence,
In New York it is observed that with all
the appearances in faver of a higher money
market, everybody refuses to ‘‘scare.,” For
over a week there have been no important
time borrowings,and the demand for money
is very light. It is no doubt true that
the present position. of the New York
banks is largely artificial, and that the
rapid decline In the reserve and deposits
has been brought about in part designed-
ly, in connection with the operations of
the syndicate, This prevents any alarm,
as the changes will be made good later.

The associated banks decreased $733,050
in reserve during the week, and the sur-

lus is now $13,413,450, as against $83,-

98,800 a year ago and 10,663,075 two
years ago. Loans decreased $2,128,000 dur-
ing the week, specie increased $458,500,
legal tenders decreased $2,393,300 and de-
posits decreased $4,807,000,

BUTTER MEN WANT BONUSES.’

Petitions are being ecirculated asking
thet the Provincial Legislature give a
bonus of one cent per ib. to the creamerles
for butter exported. This is intended as
an inducement to bring the butter to mar-
ket, The creamery mem of Quebec are
asking that Government to do likewise,

The Manitoba Government has decided
to bonus private creameries and cheese
factories, givlng dollar for dollar with the
capital invested to the extent of $500,
The bSnus will be in the form of a loan,
repayable at a small rate of interest, and
the measure, when it becomes law, will no
doubt have the effect desired of stimulate
ing the emergies of the farmers in the di-
rection of properly equipping themselves
with the most modern alds to successful
dairying, .
TRADE GOSSIP,

Bilver bullion is higher, with sales in
New York yesterday at 67 1-2¢ per ounce,

Canadian Pacific is higher, selling yes-
terday at 39 5-8 in New York,

Consumers’ Gas sold here yesterday at
194 1-2 ex-dividend.

Dun reports 234 fallures in the United
States last week, against 233 the same
week last year, and 42 in Canada, agaihst
30 last year.

The better feeling in general trade cir-
cles which characterized reports from a
number of cities has become more wide-
spread, and even where no actual gain in
movement of staples is reported increased
confidence in a better demand is marked.

Renewed efforts are being made to re-
move the embargo upon live cattle-ship-
ped _to Great Britain from Canads. It is
to be hoped they will be successful, and |
in the meanwhile exporters should act
with caution until the question has been
decided,

Exports of whkeat, Including flour as
wheat, from both coasts last week were
smaller than for four preceding weeks—
2,662,000 bushels. This total is compared
with exports of practically 3,000,000 bush-
els the previous week, 2,966,000 bushels in
the week one year ago, 2,875,000 bushels
two years ago, 2,597, bushels three
years ago and 2,164,000 bushels in the
fourth week of March, 1891,

There are 581 business failures reported
to Bradstreet’s from the Dominion of Can-
ada during the past three igonths, con -
trasted with 583 in the firsf quarter of
last year, There were two /.ore this year
than ‘last in the Provinoce i Ontarfo, ang
10 fewer in the Province Quebee. The
favorable fedture, however, is found f{n
total liabilities for the Pominion, which
are only about two-thirds the amount in
the first quarter in 1894. :

LEGAL TENDER.,

The Sritannin’Aground. |

Nice, March 80.—The Prinde of Wales’
yacht Britannia ran aground at the
mouth of the River Va. this morning dur-
ing ‘a strong southwest wind. She dis-
played signals of distress, when assist-
ance was sent to hef and she was towed
to Nice. The damage she sustained is
not merious.

BRANDING OF CHEESE

Bristol Dealers Ask Canada to Make It
! Compulsery.

London, March 80.—The Association of
Provigion Traders of Bristol have signed
a memorial to be forwarded to the Par-
linment of Canada, saying the associa-
tion is strongly of the opinion that it
would be to the advantage of both pro-
duters and distributors of Canadian
caeese if the date and make were legibly
and imdelibly marked upon each cheese
before it leaves the factory. The memo-

{rinl asks the Assembly to pass a law

meking such marks compulsory.

Huddell Re-Arrested.

Juseph Huddell, who was discharged
from the Central Prison™10 days. ago,
but who, befure leaving town, man-
aged to put a fellow-prisoner named
Ross iuto possession of a saw with which
the Iatter huped to gain his liberty, was
arrested in Montreal Friday evening by
Constable O’Shaughnessy. In his  pos-
session was found a plan of Kingston
Penitentiary, which, it is thought, it
was his intention to use in assisting his
brother, now serving a term in that in«
stitutien, to escape.

Floods in Uruguay.

Montevideo, March 80.—As the result
of a very heavy storm, the city and
surrounding country have been inundate
ed, causing half a million dollars
damage.

Customs Collections.

The total amount of duty collected at
the port of Toronto_ for the month
of March was $367,402.24, compared
with $346,671.85 in 1894, an increase
of $20,730.39.

Consumption.

The incessant wasting of-a con-
sumptive can only be overcome by
a powerful concentrated nourish-
ment like Scott’s Emulsion. If
this wasting is checked and the
system is supplied with strength to
combat the disease there is hope
of recovery. f

Scott’s
mulsion

of Cod-liver.Oil, with Hypophos-
phites, does more to cure Con-
sumption than any other known
remedy. It is for all Affections of
Throat and Lungs, Coughs, Colds, Bron-

chitis and Wasting, Pamphletfree.
Scott & Bowne, Believille. All Drugglsts. 60c. & $1.

ALL MEN

Young, old or middle-aged, who find
themselves nervous, weak and ex-
hausted, who are broken down from
excess or overwork, resulting in many
of the following symptoms : Mental
depression, premature old age, loss of
vitality, loss of memory, bad dreams,
dimness of sight, palpitation of the
heart, emissions, lack of energy, pain
in the kidneys, headaches, pimples
on the face and body, itching or pe-
culiar sensation about the scrotum,
wasting of theorgans,dizsiness,specks
before the eyes, twitching of the mus-
cles, eyelids and elsewhere, bashful-
ness, deposits in the urine, loss of will
power, tenderness of the scalp and
spine, weak and flabby muscles, de-
sire to sleep, failure te be rested by
sleep, constipation, dulness of hear-
ing, loss of voice, desire for solitude,
excitability of temper, sunken eyes,
surrounded’ with LEADEN CIRCLES,
oily looking skin, etc., aré all symp-
toms of nervous debility that lead to
ipSanity unless cured, The spring of
vital foree havinglostits tension every
function wanes in eonsequence. Those
who through abuse committed in ig-
norance may be permanently cured.
Send your address for book on dis-
eases peculiar to man, sent free seal-
ed. Address M.V. LUBON, 24 Mac-
donell-ave., Toronto, Ont., Canada,

WHERE
Do
You

Buy
Your
CoaL?

DON'T all speak too quickly, but
come or telephone to us when the bin
is empty.

"The Standard Fuel fo.

58 King-Street E.
Telephone 1836, 898, 2035.

TR

¢ RAILWAY. &
EASTER HOLIDAYS.

e
FIRST-
SINGLE 5% FARE
FOR ROUND TRIFP
Between all stations in Canada, includi
and Port Huron, Mich, ne Detrons
Tickets for sale April 11, 12 and 13 only,
Good going on any date between Apr{l
11 and 15, voth dates inclusive.
Valid tor return on or before APRIL 18,

SCHOOL VACATIONS.
Tickets issued to teachers and students at

First-Class Fare and One-Third

for ROUND TRIP between all stations in Canada,
ineluding Detroit and Port Huron, Mich., on pre-
sentation of certificate signed by principal.

Good going MARCH 28th to APRIL 12th, in.
clusive, Valid for return on or before APRIL 22,

CANADXAN HORSE SHOW-PERSONS
wishing to train own horses can have
use of track, with jumps, by ticket; mode
erate charge; man on the spot; 96 Wele'
lington-street west ;*riding taught in all
branches. ’'Phone 350, 1257
HARACTER IN HAND WRITING,
Have you the qualities which com =
mand success in life, or ensure bappy mar.
riage. Full delineation. Fee $1. A. T,
Shu‘w, Graphologist, 91-2 Adelaide-stroed
east,




