
monlhs-HCts whinli they now vocyferafe from

Eiiex to Gaspe—those very acta for condemn-

ing which they now demniid tl:e support of

the Province,—yes, those identical acts, (and

ihe roaervalion of the Secret Socielif-s' Bill

among th- lesf,) would have been while wnsh-

ed—would have been assumed as constitu-

tional—would have been aefended as worthy

of the support of the Province, had the Gov-

eriior-Oeneral only "come (to use the Era-

miner's words) to nome undi^rstanding, to the

principle upon which the government was to

be conducted aa far as regards appointments to

office!"

Now, does not this single fact prove to a

demonstration, that they violated the last part

of Mr. Boulton's resolution? Into the pit

which they dug for another, have they not

fallen themselves ? And I appeal to the ho-

nest reader of any party, whether their resign-

ing or not re%ning can change the nature of

the Governor-General's acts which were per-

formed before they resigned ? And whether

they are not, in all honor, and consistency, and

truth, and decency, bound to defend those

acts out of office as well as in office? Their

continuance in office was (to use a figure in

Mr. Boultop's Toronto Association speech,)

an endorsementof every note in the shape of a

government, act,—during the period of their in-

cumbency they were the only endorsers known

in the law of Responsible Government—as

long as they remained ia the emoluments of

office, they excluded all other endorsers ;
and,

it appears by thtJir own confession, that they

would have continued to have endorsed every

note of the Governor General's past acts, had

he consented to have endorsed their notes,

(which they presented to him,) of " some un-

derstanding as the principle upon which the

Government was to be conducted as far as re-

gards appointments to office." And, because

he would not endorse in advance for them,

they have repudiated wliat, by their continu-

ance in office, they had endorsed for him.--

Every note of his Excellency's acts would

have been as good aathe Bank of Responsibil-

ity itself, had he consented to endorse the

" stipulation" note for them : but his refusal

to do so has made him a heretic in theory and

a despot in practice, and that too for months

while they were his voluntary and paid en-

dorsers ! ! Now, statute-law will not allow an

endorser to repudiate his name from a dis-

counted note, whatever may become of the

drawer of it; nor will responsible law allow

advisers of the Crown to repudiate notes

which have been discounted, while they vo-

luntarily continued in the office, and received

the pay of constitutional endorsers . They are

not, indeed, liable to imprisonment -.butrcpM-

diaters oia\\ countries will receive, as they

have always received, the repudiation of the

moral world.

In what a humilifiting contrast does this

proceeding of the late Councillors stand to the

conduct of every English statesman who has

ever retired from the councils of his Sove-

reign ! How painfully does it contrast with

the honourable and constitutional conduct of

the px-Councillors in Nova Scotia ' Hear the

commencement of Mr. Howe's erplanatorij

Hpeech, as reported in the Nova-Scotia pa-

pers :—" Mr. Howe rose and opened his ad-

dress to the house by rr.ndin^ his note of re-

signation of the offices of Executive Council-

lor and Collector of Excise, addressed to hia

Excellency the Lieutenant Governor. He
therefore stood relieved from the weight of

responsibility which had rested on him for the

last three years an-d a half. He spoke in the

highest terms of Lord Falkland's courtesy-

it would always live in his grateful remem-

brance. He conceived while a Councillor he

was bound to support the government, and

regard the interests of the country. The res-

ponsibility was great and weighty ; but he had

other responsibilities—to his constituents-to

the country—to this house. He would now
endeavour to discharge his duty, so that his

position would be understood. He would

support Lord Falkland's Government up to

the time of his resignation— that act also he

was ready 10 defend."

Thus far, then, as to the fact that the late

Councillors demanded an understanding or

"stipulation" from Sir Charles Metcalfe as to

his future conduct. 1 think this fact can bo

rK) longer doubted. I will now adduce testi-

mony to show that the demand they made did

involve what the Governor General alleged

" that the patronage of the Crown should

be surrendered to the Council for the purchase

of parliamentary support." This is clearly

implied in the passage in the speech of the

chairman of the Toronto Association, which

1 quoted in the last number. He maintained

that the Governor General should consult

v.ith no other parties than the "administra-

tion," or " the leading members of the major-

ity"_and that their advice should be hij rule

of action. Thus excluded and thus included

he could only be a " tool" in the hands of

his keepers. Mr. Sullivan, in his explanato-

ry speech, while he denies some of the state-

ments of Sir Charles Metcalfe, which I have

shown to be true, defends the very policy

which his Excellency says v.-as the point of

" antagonism" between him and his late ad-

visers—the d'stribution of patronage. He
says. "As to that part of His Excellency's

letter which mentioned the injustice of giving

office only to persons of the same political

opinions with the existing government ; he

said he had watched the course of dift'erent

administrations in Canada for the last twenty

years : he had been a member of the admin-

istration for the last;*ighl years, and yet

during the whole length of that time, he

did not remember ever to have seen any

of The many different parties in power pa-

tronising their enemies : in fact, if the pro-

position were made, he had no doubt it

would have been laughed at as a piece of

childish folly." Here Mr. Sullivan (and the

only one of the late advisers that did so in

explanation) admits and publicly cvows the

" principles" on which he ana his colleagues

had contended with Sir Charles Metcalfe that

the government should be conducted, " as far
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