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176 ENGLAND'S EFFORT
Unionist or Nationalist, and instantly effaceda. a mere demonstration, by the giant^^e same moment of Irish soldiers in the bakleIme-hfts Its treadierous hand in vain; 2
blockade of Germany, equivalent, as some onehas lately said every twenty-four hours thai
It IS mamtamed. to a successful action in the
held; Uie magnificent resistance of an indom-
itable France;

^

the mounting strength of a re-
organised Russia. This island-state-let me
repeat it with emphasis-was not prepared for.and had no expectation of a Continental war

Zt"f ''^^ °°'' *«^*'°«- The fact criesaloud from the records of the struggle; it wiUcommand the ear of history; and it acqui!.
us for ever from the guilt of the vast catas-

T.t ff* *° «>« end-and win. She knows
It. and those who disparage her are living in abhnd world. As to the diflSculty of the task

as to our own failures and mistakes in leam-mg how to achieve it-we have probably fewer
Illusions than those who criUcise us. Btd we
shall do ii—or perish.


