
i3() APPKNDIX.

charity of criticism with which ho would wish that every

Hheral mind should rej^ard his own.*
The author of the Life of Cahot was })erfectly entitled

to maintain the theory that Sehustian, the son, and not

John ('a})ot, the father, was the (Uscoverer of North

America ; hnt he was not entitled to adopt, what we
must denominate the disin^eiuious method of making
an impression upon the reader's mind hy silently drop-

ping the name of the latter out of passages where, if

he had stated the whole truth, he ought to have men-
tioned hoth. Thus, at page 1 71- we find this remark

:

" At his return [Sehastian] (.'ahot settled in Bristol,***** fifty-three years after the date of hh
first commission from Henry V^Il." Again, page 222,

we find this notice: " Sixty-one years had now elapsed

since the date of the first commission fronj Henry
VII. to Sehastian Cahot, and the powers of nature nmst
have heen ahsolutely wearied out." Again, page 285,

we have another moreglaringexampleofthisdetermination

to keep thefathei iitirely out of view :
" The hare men-

tion of theFj dates will estahlish the impossilnlity that he
could liav'e been ignorant of the great discoveries of Ca-
bot [it is Sebastian he is speaking of], w'lich, commen-
cing at the point seen on the2 Itli June 1197, had extended

over the ' londe and isle' recited in the second patent." In

the first and stnond of these sentences John Cabot's

name is entirely suppressed, although the commission
spoken of was directed to him, along with his three sons;

anil in the last, the entire merit of the discovery is ascrib-

ed to Sebastian, at the moment the biot apher is quoting

the words of the second commission, which positively at-

tributes it to John.

Allusion has already been shortly made to the " evi-

dence" contained in the inscription upon an ancient por-

trait of Sebastian Cabot; but we must be allowed, for a

moment, to add a few words upon this proof, wliich is

very important and conclusive. There isno'v in existence

a portrait of this navigator by Holbeii , for minute his-

* In the same passage from Pasquilig'i, another oversifj^ht occnrs

:

" Nela terra lorononhannoferro: ma fannocortelli dealcunepietre."

Memoir of Cabot, p. 240, "In their country they do not possess

iron—hut they make knives of particular kinds of stones. The
hiojjrapher translates cortelli tiU'orda.


