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by Hon. Justice Day, LL.D., one of their number, and now president

of the board of governors, in ;in address to His Excellency Sir

Kdmund W. Head, on occasion of his presiding as visitor at the

inauguration of Hurnside Hall :

'J'Ik! utterly prostcdto <on(lition of tlio uiilvorsity nt length (ittr^ct^-d

(ittuntion, and, in 1850, tlio provincial government waw moved by a nunil)er

of public HpirUed gentlemen to aid in an endeavour to place it on a better

footing Ah a strong antagohiKm Iwih always ex'Hte<l between the royal insti-

tution and tlietnajoriny of tlit governora of the <'ollege upon KubjectH essen-

tially aflecting its conduct and prosperity, it was deemed advisable, as a first

step, to reconstruct the board of the former corporation. New appointments

were therefore made to (he royal institution, of persons selected on the score

of their interest in the cause of education. Of these, several entered upon
the duties of their office with zeal and energy. They drew up an elaborate

report on the condition of the university, and the course which they thought

should be followed for its amelioration, and their recommendiitions were

made the basis of all that has since been done. A draft of a new charter was

prepared, which was finally adopted, and executed by Her Majesty in 1852
;

and thu.^ the college, by its improved constitution, was placed in a position

to be revived, and to enter upon a new and useful career. The new charter

was received in August, I8.'i'2 ; its most prominent and important pr;)vision

is that by which the members of the royal institution are made governors

ex-officio of the university This provision, vesting the whole power and
control of the two corporations in the same hands, removes all possibility of

the recurrence of the difficulties which prevailed under the old system. Be-

fore the arrival of the charter in this piovince,a full board of managers of the

royal institution, ten in number, bad been constituted. Immediately upon
its reception, the governors began the labors of their trust. There was a

great deal to undo, and much to build up. The college was involved in

great pecuniary embarrassment, chiefly from the accumulation of arrears of

the salaries of its officers; and iis income fell far short of its current expen-

diture. The college buildings v/ere incomplete; and, from their situation

and construction, so ill-ndiapted for their intended purposes that it became

at once evident that a new building must be erected. As to its character

and usefulness in the business of instruction, it had none. In so far, then,

as the state of the university was concerned, the prospect was sufficiently

discouraging ; but the governors possessed certain extrinsic advantages,

which justified a hope of success. The provincial government was favorably

disposed to aid them in their undertaking : and there semed to be abroad »

general feeling of approbation of the choice made of the persons to constitute

the board, and of confidence in their earnest endeavor to discharge the

duties of their trust efficiently. The first step taken was, at once to stop all

useless expense. The only salary continued was one of small amount to the

vice-principal, which was necessary, in order to prevent the college doors


