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bosom you can go and stretch your tortured limbs on the Plains
of Abraham." nU

I often hear it argued that the Queen creates the House of

Lords, and therefore it is constitutionai that the P^xoeutive should
appoint the senate. There never was a greater error tban to sup-

pose that the Queen appoints the upper Branch. The Peers hold

their position in the constitution by the same tenure tiiat the

Queen holds the throne. In the theory of the constitution they
both hold their position by the will of tbo people, for the popular

will is the foundation of all. power. The Queen sits on a throne

established by election. Her predecessor, William the Third, was
elected by the people, and she holds under a conventional settlement

made with their representativ es.

1. The Queen never makes a peer, quasi a legislator. She is the

source of all honor and dignity, and she occasionally raises a sub-

ject to the peerage, as the reward of public services or meritorious

conduct, and he by virtue of his nobility falls into the ranks of
the Upper House and becomes a legislator. The House of Lords •

are wholly indepehdent of the Queen, and they hold their status in i

the constitution by the same right that she holds the sceptre. She
neither can nor does create that House, and all the constitution

allows her to do is occasionally to repair it. If she attempted to

create Peers, to influence their legislative action, she would be
guilty of treason, against the constitution,, and her conduct would
be revolutionary. No prudent Sovereign would allow his minis-

ters to mention such a thing as a creation of Peers for such a pur-

pose. It was done once only in the reign of Anne. It was threat-

ened in the reign of William IV., and the moral force put on the '

Lords on that occasion has done more to weaken the foundations

of the British constitution than all the efforts of all the radicals

and chartists, that ever weres in England.
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The Queen does not create the House of Peers. All she does
]

is occasionally to repair the venerable edifice, as it shows symp-
'

'

toms of decay, but she is no more the makeji* of it than the artificer

who puts an occasional repair on the noble cathedral of St.

Peters, or St. Pauls, can be confounded with its illustrious archi-

tect.

Gibbon remarks that the nation whose Executive makes its

Legislature has lost its freedom. This is literally true, and if

Nova Scotia submits tc have her Senators made bj"^ the Executive

of Canada she is not only not free, but does not deserve to be •

free.

Some people pretend to be afraid of elective Councils, because
the Senate of the United States are elected, and they blindly advo-

cate Governor-made Councils, because they think it more English.

These people labor under a melancholy delusion, for, in truth, there

is nothing English in such a constitution of a branch of the Legis-

lature. A Legislature will represent the power that constitutes it.

If it is appointed by the Executive it represents the Executive ; if
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