
lionH us wi' proi'i't'ilt'd, mill I Imvi' Icl't u It'lirr lor I'ml'i'iisor

lliiul inrormiiig liiiii ol our oiicraiionn.

H. J. I).

Kkii Ritrr Setti.kmrnt,
JOlli Jllilr, |H;)M,

Sir,— Al'lrr Icnving ilio MtmNy I'orliiKo on ihc iiinriiiii)^' of

ll')' llli of .liiiii', I |iro<'('i'<U'i| ii^'ri'i'iilily til your iiiNlnii-ljoiis lo

niiili'! n (Mirsorv survry of llic WV;<I Nliori' of l.nlic \Viiini|ii'i,'oo'<,

lhi> llivrr l>:ili|iliili, ,111(1 llir Liiko of lliiil iiiiiiii', llir l.illli'.SiN

lin'clirwiin, iiml llif Soiillicrn purl of |,iil,i' \Viiini|irj,', and
would bog le'ivo to niilxiiit tlir following; r<'|Kirl of my o|M-rit-

lioiM :

Till! wi'HiMrii nliorc of Liiki- U'iiiiii()eKooM, in coiiiiiioii willi

till! iillinr l.iiki'N lliroiif;li wliirli I piin-'cil, i-< niiuli liriiiT ii)lii|iii'il

for M'llifiiii'iil tliiin \\w I'ltNtiTii oiii% iiiiciiHirli iiM till' liiiiil 1^1

lii^licr, iiiiil till- rliinatc, if any lliiiiu, a lilllc lu'llcr. In rro^^inu

l.akc \Vinni|)<';;ooH from ra»l lo wi-mi, a ili-<liinri' of only al)oiii

twi'lve iniliw, I fmuid vi'^i'lation ^-onivulial fiirilicr advancid
than on llir xUlr I liail just jili ; ihi' ?.iii| js aUo lutlrr, ina.iniiiili

an lliut it ix hi^lifr. TindiiT, Mn<'li as tiia|>lr, fhii, oak anJ
poplar, covers llir I'olinlry lo liii' walrr's cdj^i'. I visilrd

Huveral placirn where suKnr had lieeii niaile, and saw specimens
of that aiticlu V(|uul lo any thul I hiivu nver seen in Kasicin

Cunnda.
The I)n(d< Mountain, whieh oeeupies alaiosi llie entire

bnek^roiiiid, luiininences to rise not far Iroiu the Lake shore,

keeping' a fjeulle asetnl for 15 or JO miles hack, where ii allains

Its fi;rt!alf;<l elovalion, a height of (iot) or 7tM) feet ahovn the Lake.

I loiirned ironi llu) people who resiiie in Duek U ly, thai the

entirt! faee of lliu Mountain \» u sueeession ol gentle slopus and
tint tiiblo lands, and tliat the Hummil itself is an extensive

plateau of alluvial soil covered with a line (jrowtli of tiiiilier.

There are three salt s|irin>,'s n<ar the southern end of I,ake

\Vinnipe){oos, one of whieh I visited, where there are works
estHblished for the manufacture of ^all.

'I'liure are some !() or 50 hidf-lireed Indians who reside

here, and at the Duck Bay, and th(iui;h assured l>v iheiii that

all kinds of gr.un succeed well, yet thi-y cultivate only a

fuw |>otatocs, ns fish and ^nnie ure so plentiful and of such

good ((uality, that they may \tv stiid to live almost withoiil

exertion.

From the salt springs I passed through the Dauphin Kivcr,

almost IG miles, to Dauphin Lake. The Dauphin Kiver is a

fine stream about '10 yards broad, and having 5 feet of water

in Iho shallowest places, lis banks are of ti strong grey clay,

covered with black mould, and limlx'red with oak, elm and
poplar. It has two considerable tributaries rising in ihe Duck
and Hiding Mountains, which appear to drain m (Minntry well

adapted for settlement. There are several places on the Dau-
phin lliver where the Indians ^row potatoes, Indian corn and
melons. The wild grape, wild hop and wild vetch, are also

common on the banks of the river.

Lac Dauphin is about 30 miles long Iroiu norlli-w(!sl lo

south-east, and six miles broad. Its western shore is bounded
by the Hiding Mountain, similar in ail respects to the Dnck
Mountain already mentioned. Its southern shore is bounded
by a prairit^ interspersed with wooded knolls, which I was in-

formed extended without inli^rruption south-east to the Assini-

boino and Red Rivers.

I saw fixed rock only in two places in this part of the

country, namely, at Snako island, near the lower end of Lake
Winnipegoos, and at the lower part of the Dauphin Kiver.

That on the Snake Island, a whitish limestone, is full of

organic remains; the other is similar to the Manilouba lime-

stone and nearly without organic remains
From Lac Dauphin I returned by the north-east end of Lake

Mamitouba and its discharge, the Little Saskatchewan River.

The Little Saskatchewan, as its name implies, has a very

strong current, which I found, on measuring to lie J J
and ;l

miles per hour, biil it is erUiivli/ free from rapiils. Its average
breadth is iJ60 yards, with from S to 12 feet of water, ll ap-

pears well adapted for Bteamboat navigation.

The eiMinlry in the vicinily of the !,illle ,Saskal(diewan pre.
sents every inihiei nienl for Nelllciiieiil, as is proved by the llour-

ishiiig slate ot the present selllciin'iu at Kairliird, or, ax it is

more generally enlled, " I'artridge Crop,"—a mission establish-
ed under the llishop of Rupert's Lnncj, nboiit six years ago. by
the Rev. Mr. Cowley,
The present e>iablishm('nt is some nix miles higher up the

river than the lirst one, wliicl;, being siiIm'cI lo iniiliibilion in

limes of hii;h water, was aKandoiied, ' ere arc several wi 11

I. mil lioiise„, a chapel, m hool and mill ii lliis place, with a
po|iiil:ilioti ijf alioiil JIIO sonU, liiJians and hall-breeds.

riic Rev. .Mr, Slag, the misHJoiiary now in charge, inlornii'd

inc that the silmol w liieh is atlaelied to the misiiim was usually
aticnded by from >')(> to lio children, half of whom are Indian
children ; indeed, the Indians beloiiginu lo this place appear
III be fast acipiirinu the tastes and habits ol eivilix:ition, beini;

more elciiii iiiid betler dressed than any I liave seen in the

coiinlry. Mr. Slaualso inlormcil me that, not wilhstandini; llie

case with which the ground was cultivnlcd, and the I irxe re-

turn-' of grain, he rei{uircil to us ' all his iiillucner lo inilnce llie

Iniliiiii^ to cultivate the hind, as their wants are so easily sup-
plied by lisliin;; and hunling.

h'roiii the Little iSjiskali'hewan I lelnriiil lhroiii;li l.iake

Winnipi'L', arriving at this plat n ihi' 'Jtiili of ,luiic.

The joiirnev through Lake Winnipei,' presented no lealure

of essential dillercnce Iraa the olliei lakes, except llial the

wcsiern shore is low, with occasioniil limestone elill's, ami the

easlern shore high, with granite roek.

1 am, Sir,

\ our obedient servant,

A. VV. WKLLS.
S. J. Dawson, l''s(|.,

Red River Scllleinent.

FoHT William, Lakk Superior,
2 1st August, I85«.

SiK,— In my report of the llli iillimo IroMi Ked River, I had
llie satislacliun to ackuowieilu'c the rci^cipt ot your letters of

the lliili and :.!Olhot April, sini'e which time I am without any
furl her cumiiinnicalion from the (lovernmenl.

I have now the honor to inform yoii that "lie |iarl> under my
directions are at present actively oecii|iieii in ih.' exploriillon of

the idimlry between Rainy Lake ami Lake Supci-ior ; one of my
assistants, well appointed with men ami snpp!|. s. beint; at Lac
lies Mille Laes, and another, eipially well |rovided, at D.g
Lake. I'lir my own part, since reachini; this place, I have been
occupied ill sending liic necessary supplies In the ilitrereni points

where they will be reipiired, and havinu' accomplished this, I

am now about to set out (or Lac iles .Mille Lacs.

Ill regard lo the progress w hieli has been iiia<le in llie brief

periiKl that has elapsed since wc left Red liiver, as explained

ill iiiv last report, inimedialely on my return IVoiii the Saskatch-

ewan I despatched two of my assistants with most nf the men
to commence the operations indicalcil in tin: insli uctions which
I had just then received, while 1 remaini'd ler a few days to

collecl what supplies ihc settlement could alloril.

The parly so ilespatehcd made all ha^le to the Lake of the

Woods, iVoiii wliencr, proceeding lo Rainy River, they asecml-

ed that stream more slowly, making traverses back into llie

ciiunlry at intervals of a few miles so as to ascertain the cxiciit

of arable land on the Uritish .side. They then ex.imined the

country at the mouth of the Kiver Seine, the stream by which
Lac dcs Mille Lacs discharges its waters ini^) Rainy Lal^e, ,ind

thence went to Neipuupiou Lake, which, previous to their

leaving Red River, I had appointed as the place of rendezvous,

and there I joined them on the second day alter their arrival.

M Ncquaipum Lake the roule from He Kamini-taipiia jo'.i.s

the roule from the (irand Portage, and Iroiii ibis place i was
my intention to have despatched a parly at once lo Lae iles

Mille Lacs. Finding, however, ihal we li.ul iiiadi- I. o great an

inroad on the slock of provisions whieh we had been able to

procure at Red River to render it (juite sale lo send them into

such a wilderness, I hurried on to the Grand Portage, leaving a


