
KlHHEniES QUEHTION.

t>nr rosninini!; thoHO riti;lits ivml tliat naval suitivmary wliicli, to hho

the words (»t' Do Witt, was made t'oi'niulalde maiiilv tliruu;fli the

discovery of tho inexjn'ossibly ricli tishiu^-haiik of Newt'omulhiMd.

Ill support of tho tirst position wo may quote Vattol;—*'Tlio

banks of tho sea boh)nf; incontostahly to tho nation tliut possesses

tho country of which it forms a part." (liook 1, See. 21)0.) Jt is

thortforo clear tliat tho tishin^-hanks of North America hi.'iong

cxc'his'voly to the inhabitants ot those colonies, and (without con-

sideriiif^ the advantajres that accrue to England, and which may
bo used as a reason tor maintaining those rights, and refusing to

otlior nations the privilege of fishing on those banks,) no nation

can by law set up a right to partake of the products of the waters

on that coast, llow. then, could rights such are named in the

following article of the treaty of 1857 have been given away by
any Englisli Minister?

" AiiT. 1. Froiicli snlfjcots sliall liavo the cxvlusifc riijht U> fish ftiid to use

the Rtruiul for fishery jup pose^^," ''on tlie east coiist of NewfouiKlliiiul, from

Cape St. Joliii to tlie' (iuirpon Ishiiuls. They shall have the riijht to fish and
to use the strand for tislicry pnritoses, to the crctuxion of British sutija-ls^ on

the North Coast of Newl'oundland from tlie (iuirpmi Islands to Cajje Norman
and on the west const in and ni)on the live tisliiny; harhonrs," (named) " such

I'xclnjjiNe ti>liini,' to extend to ti distance of three marine miles due nortli

from a straij,'iit line joininj,' Cape Nornnin and Cape 15auld. and as rej^anix

the five fishin^j; h,irl)onrs shall extend to witliiu a radius of three unirine

Uiiles in all directions from the centre of each harbour."

This Treaty professes to have for its object the settlement of

disputes as to the right of the French {iwclusireii/,) to certain

poi'tions of the coast of Newfoundland. The French set up a

cla m which the colonists refused to acknowledge, but which, when
rcfored to the Imperial Government by those who understood

the value and imjioi'tance of the points disputed, has been

ceded, those to whom the colonists looked for jirotection having

sanctioned tho encroachment of tlu>ir foes, vielding to another

state the means of exist(>iice (»f a largo portion of the SMi>jects ot

their own. That the Mnglisl Minister wilfully saci-iticed these

rights is evident from tlu- fact that in his despatch of tho Kith of

JaiuiaiT, isr)7, he endeavours to jirove from previous treatic>s that

the French flid possess (',^r^^s//'e riijliti^ on certain ])ortions of the

coast. KeliTriiig to pn-viou-^ Treaties, we have been unable to

substantiate this statement; nn tlu' contrary we tindthat the woj-d

ervlndre is not om-e mentioned, nor can sucb a construction be

put on auv article of tlins(> tr(>aties. IJv tln^ Treaty with France

of 1814, the right of tishing by French subject.s on the Great
IJank of NcwfouMilIand. on the coast of the same, on the adjacent

islands, and in (he (Jiilfof »^t. Lawrence is replaced on the footing

it held in 17!'2. To understand (hat position we nmst go back to

the Treaty of 178'}, the tilth aitiilu (d' which concludes as follows:

"Fi'cnch li>h('rm('n will enjov the li>her v wliii-li is a»ii!:ned (o them


