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divn fill" wlinm suelt a I'miiie can be uvdih urmvv iiui cloci,
arc kept somctiinrs ;i wholo ycnr ami (neii I'.ni'ier. until jiii.-tlior

conu'S into (lie worM to '•nppiy it^ place. Such foilins ai«' dcio-

rati'tl by tlie'niotliers willi enamel beads, thong'' and hird's bills,

and l.nn',' over their beds.

L shall now eoiiclndc my description of tiu se islanders with

some tew remarks on their capacities, propensities, and morals,

'J'he Alcntians have a food natnral understandin<»', very consi-

derable talents, and a rjnick comprehension; some of thcni

were \ery expert at cards, draughts, or even < licis, in which
none of our comptmions could excel them. 'I'ln y are indebted

for these acquirements to the Hussian himters, who, without in-

tendin* any p;ood to the islanders, sought by diis means to en-

liven the leisure lime, which hung' heavy on their hands. Had
they however, chosen to turn their thoughts to the introiluction

of auriculture and every rur;'! oernpalion, they would lui\e ob-

tained liicir own object nwne eifectually, and enjoyed the grati-

fying reilection of iiaving coulribnted to the civilization of a

savage peoi)!e.

'I'lie inhabitants are very qui* t and peacealde rr.noi'g ( ach

other, at least as lav as we can judge from expeiiei); e, having

»ie\er observed the leas*, discord among them, during oui Mliule

stay.

On my journey round the island, they every where received

ni(> wi'di the greatest fiiehdliiu ss, and enttitaincd me in the

kindest inaunt r, so tluit i may with justice place liospitalily

uinouf?; the principal \irlues of this rude pe.oj)le ; it bting dis-

plaved to all who pass through (heir places, without regard In

r<'l;t(ionsitip or ac(ju:iinlance ; lor I m}s< If was witness t(» their

sharing liie lialf of tiien own ))i(»vision,s with peilict 'trangers

from »<;h(r idands, and that too without r((eiving any compen-

sation. At th' 'Uie lime they have the connneiiduble custom

of f« lieving ev« rv one from the painlul necessity of asking for

anv thinji, by t .';n'j: before the weaiv traveller whuevir llie\

posht'ss, a > s >on as he tntirs their jurt and is seated. In ad-

dition to this, ihr Aleutians form an exception to ravages in

geiiertil, aiu! pifli( niarly those inhabiting the I'.tstern Island-,

that they are not thievo. Nor have I observed any ollKr < vii

piopcii'-ities among them, but indolence and ingratitude, 'i hey

never betray any v,.ju ineiit emotions, n<n' do tlu ir countenances

ever indicate either vexation, melancholy, or joy, on any oc-

casion, hov\eMr extraordinary. On tin; return of a relative

from a distance, ho is received with as much unconcern as if

h(; had nev. r been absent, lie likewise goes himself w ithout

.saluting any one, or speaking a word, into his partition of the

jurt, seats himself hy iiis relations or wives, and t;'kes off his


