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578 NORTH AIMEHTCA.

from tlic Iridians, wc Icnrn that tl.e four most
c<!])it!il ri\ors on tlio continent of Xoitli ^\nu'-

ricn, viz. tlie St. li.nvronce, the JMississipjii, the

river ilonrhon, aiui the Orej>on, or the river of

the \\ est, have thiir sources in the same neij^h-

bomhood. The naters of the three former are

said to be\vithin tliirty miles of each other; the

lattir is rather further west.

''J'his shews that tliese parts are the highest

lands in North America; and it is an instance

not to be paralleled in the three other quarters

of the ^lobe, that tour rivers of such maj^nitude

should take their rise together, and each, ai'ter

running separate courses, discharge their waters

iuto dilferent oceans, at the distance of more
than two thousand miles from their sources.

—

For in their passage from this spot to the bay
of St. Lawrence, east ; to the bay of jMexico,

south ; to Hudson's bay, north ; and to the bay
at the straits of ^Vnnian, west, where the river

Oregon is supposed to empty, each of theui tra-

verses upwards of two thousand miles.
* The Ohio is a most beautiful river. Its cur-

rent gentle, waters clear, and bosom smooth and
imbroken by rocks and rapids, a single instance

only excepted. It is one quarter of a mile wide
at Fort Pitt ; 500 yards at the mouth of the

Great Kanhaway ; 1200 yards at Louisville:'

and the rapids half a mile in some few places
j

below Louisville : but its general breadth does

not exceed 600 yards. In some places its width
is not -iOO: and in one place particularly, far

beloAV the rapids, it is less than 300. Its breadth i

in one place exceeds 1200 yards ; and at its

junction with the Mississippi neither river is

more than 000 yards wide.'

Mr. Morse ])roceeds to state the ])rccise mea-
Runimiit of tlie length of the Ohio, with all its

v/iudiiiiis, ih)m Fort J'itt to its junction with

tlie lUissiNsippi, amounting to 1188 miles. The
iuiuuhitiuiis conunonly begin with April, and
>^ub^:dc iii .fidy. A vessel drawing twelve feet

Avatir mi'iht safclv navigate from Pittsburg

to the sea. Two great rivers unite to form tlie

(>hi(», namely the Monongahela, and the Alle-

gany, both of them subservient to navigation.

l''i\>m tlic preceding ample description, which
the great importance of these rivers to the pros-

perity of North America authorises, it appears

that, setting aside the capricious distinctions of

the sa\ age tribes, the Missouri must be regarded

as the eliief river which constitutes what is cal-

led the Mississippi. Pleasured on the same

mero'ly coTupariitive scale which has been adopt-

ed to give a general idea of the length of the

rivers in Kuro])e and Asia, the INIissouri or

Mississippi will be about 2000 miles in length.

The great river of St, LaVkience is far interior,

being chieflv remarkable for its breadth. In
South iVmerica the Maranon, or river of Ama-
zons, measured on the same comparative scale,

will be found to be about 2300, and the llio do
la Plata about 1900. In the same com])arative

way, measured on the accurate j)lanisphere of
Mr. Arrowsmith, the Kian Ku cxcfeds the
Missouri and rivals the Maranon, which last is

probably also rivalled by the Ob. Some decep-
tions have arisen on this curious subject, as the
large rivers in ^\uierica have been computed by
actual navigation of the whole, or a part, in

which every winding is taken into the account

;

while the length of those in Asia has been
merely assumed from the general an])carance in

maj)s, without due attention to the miunnerable
deviations. A favourable climate, anil other
circumstances, render the American rivers more
navigable ; the Ob being impeded by ice, and
the Kian Ku by the alpine rocks of Tibet.

'The Missouri,' says a late writer, 'like the
St. Lawrence and river of Amazons, is a white
muddy stream, while the Mississippi is clear like

the lilack River, which fidls into that of Ama-
zons.' Charlevoix has described the confluence
as the grandest in the world. Each river is

about half a league in breadth ; but the Mis-
souri is the broadest and the most rapid. Le
Page du Pratz, in his history of Louisiana, says

the French word 3Ii,ssmipj)i is a contraction of
the savage term Aleact-Chassippi, which lite-

rally denotes the ancient Father of Rivers. Mr.
Ilutchins observes, that the natives still call it

Meschasipi ; and the same author adds, that the
Missouri ' aflbrds a more extensive navigation,

and is a longer, broader, aiul deeper river than
the Mississippi,' It appears Irom Mr, Macken-
zie's voyages, 1802, that some rivers of North
iVmerica liave sunk more than ten feet beneath
their ancient level. %,

The noble river of St. Lawrence is universallj'

regarded as the second in North America, being
not less than 90 miles wide at its mouth, and
navigable for ships of the line as far as Quebec,
a distance of 400 miles from the sea. Near Que-
bec it is five miles in breadth ; and at Montreal
from two to four. Though there be some rapids,

yet tliis grand river may be considered as navi-


