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aiul ready to sail for the Coluiiibia River

fid Cajji' Horn.
There is also a h'tter (hited at Cam-

hriil^re, Massaelnisett.s, December I), 18:53,

(lireeted to Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary

of War, llie suiiject of whicli is to enquire

if trappers and employes of the Hudson
Bay Company would be unmolested in

their possessions sliould they settle and
open nj) lands on "the Wallamet or Mul-

tonomah, a river cominf^ from the south

into the Columbia."
From New York, Deceml)er 20, 1833,

he wrote to Messrs, Samuel and More,

Lil)erty, Missouri, to proceed to the i)ur-

ehase of animals for an early start. Jlay

1st, for the mountains. " Thirty- live

Siianish ridiii<j saddles without linery, for

the men, and six of a superior sort for '
((.s

gentlemen '; not expensive, but good and
plain."

On same date he wrote to his old friend

and companion in the bull-boat trip from
the Big Horn. Milton Sublette, to hasten

his expected visit, as "I am desirous of

a spree with an old mointtaineer ; these

folks here won't do."

Mr. Wyeth left Boston early in Febru-

ary on his second expedition, by way of

New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimi)re,

and was in l'ittsl)ur<f February 2()th,

Cincinnati Februai-y 28l]i, Louisville

March oth, St. Louis March llth.

The following' letter was written from
this last i)lace, and dated March ii, l.S.'i4:

"I)i-.,\K Wn-K,— . ..It i.s tnio tliat Mr. Fitz-

l>!itrick wiis voldx'd liy Ihi) Crow liidiiius, lint.

I was ill lni]pi's you would not lii'iU' of it. I

knew of It lii'foro I left Caniliridjii', lint did not

wish to aliirni you. I do not think there is

ninrh danger wiili so lar^e a pinty as I shall

have. Mr. Xiiltall, and Mr. 'I'ownsend, anodiiT
natiMJiJisf, ])assed through this ]il.iee to tho
relidezvrnis last week,,.. Ihiptisle* eoMtiiiiies

a jiretty j^ood lioy. I shall not foiuel my
jnoniiso to send for you if there is any ehanee
of doin;^ NO Willi jiropriety, but you must not
he. too san}i;nine ; a thousand eirciinistanees

may |)ievent, althonjfh I desire it niiich. I feel

as much as you eaii the loiiesoiiieness of my
Wiiy of life, but you know thf Kiivcem of nliut I

hare iiiHlcrliikiii in life itself lo me, ami if 1 do
fail in it they shall never say it. was for want
of persever.iure, lam yof Han);niiie that I shall

sueeeed, I will take f^ood rare of myself, and
perhaps the life which hegaii in turmoil may
yet end in (piiet and peace, and our sun ;;o

(low 11 from a clear sky, I cannot hut. reproach
myself that I have made you in some measiir j

* The Indian boy who accoinpaiiind Mr. WyctU
on his first return trip from the Paoifio const.

a widow, niid I fear you will hn.od over liope.s

that have heeii hlasted Iiy me. These thini^s

make me melancholy, and I helicvo 1 have f;ot

the hliiiH. Oood-hye, my dear wife, and mav
(iod hiesa you. N. J. Wyetii."

On May 5, 1834, our explorer was again
on his way acro.ss the continent, with sixty

men and a sullicient number of horses and
uuilcs, starting from Liberty, Missouri,

crossing the Kansa,s near its confluence
wilii the Mis.souri, day after day pushing
on in a direction slightly north of vest
through Kansas (of our present map) into

Nebraska, striking the Platte about 41'

north latitude and 99" west longitude,

following the nortii fork of this stream
into Wyoming, passing the Black Hills,

and on June 9, 1834, the expedition ar-

rived at Rock Indei)endence, on the Sweet-
water, 42 30' north latitude and 107° west
longitude.

Beyond an occasional bout with Indians,
nothing occurred worthy of note, although
the diary faithfully details the march of

each da,y,

June 1, 1834: "Crossed Laramie Fork."
8th: "This day killed two grizzlies."

Kith: "The grass is miserable, and my
horses are starving." Several hunters
had also not returned to camp, and the
diary reads, "Fearful they have been
scalped," .lulySth: "Made northwest
to a iilace where there is a soda spring,
or, I may say, fifty of them. There is

also here a warm spring which throws
out water with a jet," This location is

now within the National or Yellowstone
Park. They were now on Bear l^iver,

and it was well named, for on July lOtli

they " killed three grizzlies."

From July 14th to August Gth they
were busy in building Fort Hall, on Lewis
River. The strategic imiwrtance of this

fort has already been referred to in the
introduction to this article.

The expedition now bound for the Pa-
cific coast numbered "in all twenty-
nine." The.y wore now entering the
section of country in which Mr. Hunt's
party in 181 1 suffered so severely for food,
being forced finally to .scatter in small
detaelmionts to seek subsistence. Some
of these perished in the mountains.
August 15th the expedition struck Snake

River. Food was getting scarce. " Kill-

ed somc! dusky grouse, and dug .some ka-
mas root, which assisted in living a little.

Saw one Indian at a distance on hoi'se-

back." 19th : "This day found a colt left


