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agri(!ukurul tools ami implements, tho American products have driven the

Britisli out of the ii(;l(l all over the world. If American producers can

undersell competitors abroad, there can be no doubt tliat American con-

sumers can buy eliea[K?r at home, anil the duty therefore must have been

a gain rather than a loss to them. That the imjiosition of the duty on

imports and the growth of the home manutaeture, i^t:nn\ in the relation of

cause and etfeei, there can hardly be a doubt, judging from these and other

instances I might refer to.*

But i)(_'rliaps the clearest case on record of the effect of an import duty in

uliiiuaiLiy cheapening the price of a commodity, is the sugar-beet manu-
facture in France. When the continental blockade had, in the beginning

of the present centuiy, increased th.e price of sugar in that country, the

French fTOVcrnmenD instituted a .series of experiments with -a view to the

eTtr:;cfi;jg of t!;!s cy/nr;iodity froiu beetroot; but with the ap[)liances of

science then at command, no more than two per cent, of sugar could be

extracted from beet, while the quality, at the same time, was very inferior.

The mainifacture consoquentlv languishe<l for a long period, and only

obtained importance in LS/K), when the j)roduee manufactured in that year

amounted to 49,000,000 kil., tlu; industry being at this time protected by a

differential duty of from i'll to i^)l francs j)er 100 kil., as against the

colonial sugar manufactured from ciine. With tlie increase of the home
manufacture the imj)ortatioii of colonial sugar preiportionately fell off, ami
so did the revenue from this source; to make up for the loss thus accruing,,

the government impo.sed an excise duty on sugar -manufactured from beet

of from I'H to 22 francs per 100 kil., according (o quality, the home manu-
facture being still favored by a diflerential duty of from 26 to 27^ francs

per 100 kil. The imposition of this excise duty had iiie effect, however,

of closing one-fv.irth of the sugar-beet factories throughout the country, and
the total produce; i'oW off in consequence, in the year IStM), to 22i millions

of kil., or less than one-half of what it w/.s three years previously. But
the industry gradually recovered itself, and in l(S'i2 llie ])roduce reached

41 millions. In 1 84;i an Act was passed by which the duly on indigenous

sugar was, during the course of the next five years, to be gradtially assimi-

•5'> /'i?c

* Ali.'Xiiruii'r [l;imilt(Mi, Sci'rt'tary to tho TnniHnnr liuriiu: Washiiiirton's adniiiiistrjitinn, aiul

till' trivatot .srfrf4'-,iniui AiiK-rica over ))r(iilucc<l, suyff ;
—

" Tlioiiirli itwcri' iriic liiiit llic iiiiimiliate

••Kill ('('vtaiii pll'cft, (it' rciculaiioiis I'ontrolliiiir tlio c(>iiip(Milioii nt' (\ii"ci^L,'n willi (Inint'slic I'abrics

was an increase (it'))rice, it is iinivorsally true tliat the edjitrary is tlic iiliiiiiale eti'ect with every
sueeesHt'ul iiianiit'aetiire. When h iloniestie iiiaiHilstelnre lias uttaineii to pert'cetiun, mid huH
ericatfeil ill tice piriseiMifi'n of ii a cinipeteiit iiiiinbt r of j'ersuiis, it invarialily l)('p<inies cl-eaper.

. . . Tiie internal ('oiii)iftition which takes ]i|aee kohm does away with everythiiijr like nionojioly,

and hy iles/rccs reduces the prici' of the article t<> the niiniuuuii of reasonable protit on the
capital enijiloyed."— 'Avc/.vifry Ripnrt, Pei'. 5, 17!U.

Tiic following tc;;tiino!iy may lie considercii inipp -tial a.s re^'ards tlic effect of the Aniericun
tarill on the rdj^'e-tool trade, It is from llytund's / vn Ti-adr ( iirufaj-, j)ul)lit:hed at Hiriniuj^-

hain, England, anil is dat''d Marcii 4, l"^"! ;

—
'' Th-: edge-fool trade is well sustained, and we

have less of flic ctlccts of Ainerieaii cnnipetition. That this coiniictilion is severe, however, is

a fact that ca'inot be itrnori'd, and it nt)plics to in!i ly oflier branches fhan that of edge-tools.
Every Canadian sca'-on affords nninisfaiiabh^ evidei ';<; that some additional article in English
liardwnre i.s bcitiir supplanted by fhr pi'oducc of No» .bern Stoteu, and it is not<iriiius how largely
Ainericiui wares arc rivalling those of' llic mother coiintry in other of our ( olonial piKSsessions,

as Well as upon the Continent. The aseenrlenee of the jirotectionjgt pnrt,y in tht^ States continues
to upcrnte most favorable for the init inrie'urirg interests tlcTc, and it was no wonder that,
under <\\f]\ benitrnant auspices, the etiicrpriRe in tfiis direction is swelling to colossal propor-
tions. The whole subiivt is one detnuadiug tiie scriou.s uttonti'ju of our juauufocUirers.'
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