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Zhe commnercial

TUlE M4ONROE DlOMNE.
The mistake made hy tho I'nited States ini

holding te the Monroe ductrâie, k3i in applying
a fixcd ruie or principle te tiilToeront ciroum-
stances. The Monroe doictrine iras üovl
te meût a particular case. Its application at
that ime ,vas cumrwudaM~e Wlicn 1rosi
dent Monroe ini 1828 sent hie ceiohrated mes-
sage te Congres-s. hê wag su pported by Gr'.at
flritain. In fact it said that tho ',doctrine "
wae tormulafod in London, and that prosident
Monroe really gave effeot te ivords suggested
te bim hy the British premier. At that Ligne
there iras a prospect that ani effort %vould bo
made hy a combination ef Earopean powors3
te subjugato certain South Amiericani states
te their ruIe. G reat I3ritaini %vas opposed te
this probably quite as stroiigly as was tho
United States. President Monroe's mes3age
iras applicnble te the situation thon existing,
and %vas saab as would mee-. wjtb
the approvai of the Blritish people
hoth thon and nowv. Tbat message,
hoirevar, iras moderate-evani îneek in tene,
compared with the hollicos blast sent te Con-
greas hy president Cleveland. In thbat messagx)
president Monroe said '

«IW owe iL, therefore, t.) candor and
te the amicable relations e-xisting 1ie-
tweeni the United States and allied
povers te declare that ie shouid considerany
atteînpt on their part te extend, their systom
te any portion of this heniisphere as tlanger-
oua tu eui. peaco and safety. Witb the exist-
ing colonies or dependencies of any European
poker we have flot .. uterfered and shalh net
interfore, but ivith thegovernmnits whe have
dclamad their independence, and rnaintained
it, and whuse wdpîd~zc u haveu un great
cousideration and just principles acknowiedg-,
cd, -we could net view an intejrposition for tho
purpose of oppressing thes or centrolting, in
any other manner their dostiny (by an
European powrer) in any other lighr than as a
manifestetion of an unfriendly disposition te-
waxd thre United States."

The Monroe doctrine, as announced in
1828, is reaily obsolete at the present day.
Ciroumstances are altegether changed. No
Enropean nation has noir any notion et forc-
ing its systom of government upon any por-
tion of Amnerica. Tio talk of United States
parere that South Americ would ho divided
like Africa has baen aniong Enropean count-
tries, if they weý net bore te prevent it, is
ail buncoinbe. Thero is ne just comparison
hotieen South America and Africa. Every
part ot Arnerica, north ana soutb, is noir un-
der an organi7ed formn of governaxent, while
much of Africa iras in the position of Amer-
ion when it iras Rirst discovere&1--simnpiy haeld
by the savage tribes. The division ef Africa
among the civiizcd states of Europe, la the
hast thing that could happen that continent.

aced, it would perhaps. ho botter for some
of the cotintries et South Anenia, if thoy
irore under the centrol et saime stable Eure-
pean goverament. StJi, no Baropean coun-
trý has any disposition te intenrfer îrith
there, Rad tne South Americn people Nvili
ne doubt work eut thair owu civilization te
a bigher plane in due course et ti:ne. The

Menr<n' doctrine as nniginaily pronFslgatod,
lias thliretore no practical existence at the
prosent day. IL served a gond purpose at the
f ime and should have heen aliowed ta dia
with the departureofe the features wvfich cali-
cd it into existence. The day bas gene by
when nations oau oictend their territories by
the conque.st et other erganised and civilized,
or even semni-oiviiized states. France is about
the only country which nas sought te extend
ber dumains et late years l'y coiquest. Eur-
ope, no more than the Unit-id Sutesc, would
permit the c.nj-tfindeponlout Au&eni,.,an
States.

The jprosenL pustion ut the U'nited States
is net te stand by the prinu;iples announced
by PrLsidont M.Nonroe, we provent the con-
quest et independent Amenican states. That
piosition %ve sny is obsoietc and dissoivcd hy
the passing away o! any necessity for action
in suoh direction. The pre.5ent position et
the United States is siînply that et diotater
of the Noir World. It has no. found a catun-
terpart since the days of Napolcon the great.
Napoleon made inîsoît dictator o!
Europe. President Cleveland bas declared
that the United States shtill ho dictater of the
Americas. Ton yenrs henca, and perhaps in
a rnuch shorter ime, ire helieva the position
takon by the present prosident will ho initten
down by bis cira pople as preposterous. At
ny rate, it romains te ho seen whber dic-
taLer Cleveland ivili ha any more succesfli
than ivns dictater Napeleon. It is abaurd te
say that a botindry dispute oer a very limit-
cd areaof territory in South America with
îvhich the United States lias ne ronnection, in
aî,y way menaces the ponce and safcty ot the
repubUc, affects it3 honor or challenges its
interterence. The Ulnited States cau have ne
more real intperost in the matter than it bas
in tho subjugation et Madagascar hy the
FrcnchL-Indeed neJ as muuoh, for in the
latter case United States citizens wore im-
prisoznod or intearfered îvitlî, and trade re-
sti icted.

At the samte tise there appears te be a
great deal ot genuine enthasiasmn in the
United Statua in faver of the se calicd Monroe
-doctrine," though it is sala hy an autbority

bigla up in their own country, that over 90)
per cent, o! tha peoplo bave ne conception o!
the reai meaning et the doctrine. Analyzel1
down, tha position seems te be one et national
vaiiity. There is prohahly no cther peo ple
in the ivido, ide %vorld. wbo are se afilicted
%vitx îational vanity asareour southeranneigh-
hors. Tiue, they bave inuchteo proud of, but
they shDuld net Iwo thair bonds on titis
account. National vanity, we say lies at tha
hottom et tbe peptilar support o! the Monroe
"doctrine," ana te the average United

States citii'en that doctrine simply seans
that " we are the people "-the only people
on thks continent. '*No pont up Utpiacon-
tracts our powers. Tha îvholo boundîca con-
tinent is ours." The Monroe doctrine of te-
day i.s net the priaiciple propeunded by Mlon-
roe, that the conquest of independent Ameni-
can stateî «Iwould be vioeod as a manifesta-
tien of an uofriondiy disposition toivard the
Uni ted States." It now con-Joy8 the idea te
the United, States eltizen t.bat the United
States je the suprenle dictator of tic Ameni-
cas,, and wben the cry ei Monroe doctritte

is raised, i.ativital pride bhuds the eycs tu
reason. lieroin lies the danger of the situ-
ation.

As regards the Vonezuelant question, it
sacras strange that tlie United States should
bo taking sides- wîth the Latins te hamper its
own race and lanquage in Southî America
Frein the UJnited States boundnry soutbward
te Cape Horn. the country with the exception
et Gujana i.. ail under the control of the
Latins. The Uinited States bas roally very
littie in common with these people, %Yho are
,lutte t:ifferexit in race, language ansd religion.
This great stretching of alleged principies in
the lîresent instance, in the inittrest ut these
peuple, seems absurd. In particular iii-
stances it rnay please the Latin Amnericans to
have the United States interfore in these
matters, but we may depoud upon it tbat
eventually the Latin Americans ivili re-
pudiate and Mt.nroe doctrine, as now held by
the former country. As civilization aud
population inorcase in the Latin rapublies,
they wiil become formidable rivais te the
L'îîited Statcsg. The amalgama tion ef many et
theserepublics into onostrong nation, seems ta
beoa probability of the future. Mexico bas ai-
ready a population of 14,000,00J, and et late
yers bas niadegreatprog&ressin éonimcrce and
civilization. A mo'.ement is even now on
foot te form a confederation of ali the Latin-
American states. Snob a confederation is
quite probable in the future, and that such a
rminamnt bas lately been started. weuld
imédicate that the Latins fel coinFùtent te
look after themselves, without the dictator-
ship of the United States. That the United
States shorld seok ta hamper people of its
own race, lang-uage and religion usider these
circumstances, scms peculiar.

A great Latin empire will sureiy arise in
the south. and a few square miles cither
added to ortaken fiumi the littloBritish culony
of Guiana, wili not alter or affect the
destinies ef the future e iota. South
Amarica is bound te remain in the control
et the Latins. This cannot now be changed.
If it could, one would suppose the United
States wouid ho interested in seeing a strong
community et its own race and language in
the south, rather than that the country
shouid buoentirely in the control of a race se
different in almost every respect from the
Saxon. If the United States bas anytbing te
tear fromn the south, it is the building up
there of a -reat Latin nation. It is the
hoight ot absurdity ta talk about this stual
English-spcaking country of Guiana beîng a
menace te the United States even if it dolm
geL a feov square miles of Venezuelani
territory.____________

EDITOB.IAL NOTES.
\V~'abas suffered rather severely frora

contagions diseases, particularly among
children, during the past fow menthe. Scarlet
fever and diphtheria have heen much more
provalent thon usual. Thora cortainly must
be great carelessness somewbere that those
diseases have been se prevalent for such a
Jongth of timoc. We holieve thallil the sante
cure wo'e taken in proventing the spread et
these troubles as is taken in the case o! smal
pu%, these diseases would bc j ust about as rare
as the latter. lHerein lies nsuch et the trouble.


