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WINNIPEG, JANUARY 6, 1806,

THE MONROE DOCTRINE.
Tho mistake mado by the United States in
holding to the Monree doctring, isinapplying
a fixed rule or principle to differont circum-
stances, The Monroo doctrino was evolvod
to moot a perticlar case. Its application at
that time was cummendable When presi
dont Monros in 1823 sent his cclobrated mes-
sago to Congress. ha wassupperted by Great
Britain, In fact it said that tho ** doctrine ™
was formulated in London, and that president
Monroe really gave offect to words suggosted
to him by tho British premier. At that time
thore was a prospect that an effort would be
made by a combination of Euaropean powors
to subjugate certain South American states
to their rule. Great Britain was opposed to
this probably quite as strongly as was the
United States. Prasident Mouroe's mossage
was gpplicable to the situation then existing,

and was such as would mee. with
the approval of the DBritish people
both then and now, That message,

howsver, was moderate—even meek in tone,
compared with tho bellicess blast sent to Con-
gress by president Cleveland. In that messags
president Monroe said*

“ We owe it, therefore,
to tho amicable rolations existing te-
tween the United States and allied
powers to declare that wo should considerany
attempt on their part to extend their system
to any portion of this hemisphere as danger-
ous to our peaco and safety. With the oxist-
ing colonies or dependencics of any European
power wo have nut .interfered and shall not
interfore, but with thegovernmonts who have
declared their independence, and maintained
it, and whuse iadependence wo have un great
cousideration and just principles acknowledg-
cd, we could not view an interposition for the
purpose of oppressing them or controlling in
apy other manper their destiny (by an
Eoropean power) in any other lighu thanas a
menifestetion of an unfriendly disposition to-
ward the United States.”

The Monroe doctrine, as announced in
1828, is rezlly obsolete at the present day.
Circumstances are altogether changed. No
European nation has now any notion of fore-
ing its systom of government upon any por-
tion of America. Tlo talk of United States
parers that South America would be divided
like Africe has beon among European coun-
tries, if they wer not hore to prevent it, is
all buncombe. Thero is no just compurison
batween South America and Africa. Every
part of America, north and south, is now un-
der an organized form of government, while
much of Africa was in the position of Amer-
ica whon 1t was fitst discovered—simply held
by the savage tribes, The division of Africa
among the civilized states of Burcpe, is the
best thing that could happen that continent.
Indeed, it would perhaps be better for some
of the countries of South America, if thoy
were under tho control of some stable Euro-
pean government. Still, no European coun-
tr, has any disposition to interfers with
them, and the South American people will
no doubt work out their own civilization to
a higher plano in due course of timno. The
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Mnuroe dactrine. gs originally proninigated,
has thereforo no practical oxistence at the
presont day. It served a good purposeat the
fime aud should have been allowed to die
with tho doparture of the features which call-
ed it into existence. The day has gono by
when nations can oxtend their territories by
the conquost of other organised and civilized,
or even semi-civilized states. Franco 1s about
tho only country which has sought to extend
her domains of late years by conquest. Eur-
ope, no moro than the Unitud States, would
permit the ~myaest of indepondont American
states,

The presout pusition of tho United States
is not to stand by the principles announced
by President Monroe, to provent the con-
quest of 1ndependont Ameorican states. ‘That
position we say is obsoletc and dissolved by
the passing away of any necessity for action
in such direction. The present position of
the United States is simply that of dictator
of the Now World. It has nolfound a coun-
terpart sinco the days of Napoleon the great.
Napoleon made himself  dictator of
Europe. President Cleveland has declared
that the United States shall be dictator of the
Americas. Ten years hence, and perhaps in
a much shorter time, we beliove the position
taken by the present president will be written
down by his own people as preposterous. At
any rate, it remains to be seen whether dic-
tator Cloveland will be any more successiul
than was dictator Napoleon. It is absurd to
say thata boundry dispute over a very limit-
ed areaof territory in South America with
which the United States has no ronnection, in
any way menaces the puace and safety of the
repullic, affects ita honor or challenges its
interference. Tho United States can have no
more real interest in the matter than it has
in tho subjugstion of Madagascar by the
French—Indeed nob as much, fur in the
latter case United States citizens were im-
prisoned or interfered with, and trade re-
stricted.

At tho same time there appears to be a
yreat deal of genuine enthusiasm in the
United States in favor of the so called Monroe
* doctrine,”® though it is said by an authority
high upin their own country, thatover90
per cant. of the people have no conception of
tho real meaning of the doctrine. Analyzel
down, the position seems to be one of national
vauity, There is probably mo other people
in the wide, wide world who are so afflicted
with national vanity asareoursouthern neigh-
bors. True, they have much to beproud of, but
they should not lose their heads on this
account. National vanity, we say lies at the
bottom of the popular support of the Monroe
“ doctrine,”” and to thoe average United
States citizen that doctrine simply means
that ** wo are the people’—the only people
on this continent, ‘' Nopent up Utopia con-
tracts our powers, The wholo boundless con-
tinont is ours.”” The Monroo doctrine of to-
doy is not the principle propounded by Mon-
roo, that the conquest of independent Ameri-
can states ** would be viewed as a manifesta-
tion of an uofrioudly disposition towsrd the
United States.’”” It now conveys the idea to
tho United States citizen that the United
States is the supreme dictator of the Awmeri-
ces, and when the cry of Monroe doctriue

is raised, nativual pride blinds the oyes tv
reason. Hercin lics tho dangor of the situ-
ation.

As regards the Vonezuolan question, it
soems strange that the United States should
be takicg sides with tho Latins to hamper its
own race and languagoin South America
From the United States boundary southward
to Cape Horn. the couutry with the excoption
of Guiana is all under the control of the
Tatins. The Usited States hasreally very
little in common with these people, who are
yute different 1o race, langusgo and rehigion,
This great stretching of alleged principles in
the present instanco, in the interest of these
pouple, ceems absurd. In particular in-
stances it may please the Latin Americans to
have the United States interfere in these
matters, but we may depend upon it that
eventually the Latin Americans will re-
pudiate and Mcnroe doctrine, as now held by
tho former country. As civilization aud
population increaso in the Latin republics,
they will become formidable rivals to the
Cuited States. Theamalgamationof many of
thesorepublics into onestrong nation, seems to
bea probability of the future. Iiexicohasal-
readya population of 14,000,000, and of late
yearshas madegreat progressin commerco and
civilization. A movement is even now on
foot to form & confederation of all the Latin-
American states. Such a confederation is
quite probable in tho future, and that such a
movement has lately been started. would
indicate that the Latins fesl competent to
look after themselves, without the dictator-
ship of the United States. That the United
States should seek to hamper people of its
own race, lsnguage and religion under these
circumstances, seoms peculiar.

A great Latin empire will surely arise in
the south. and a few square miles either
added to or taken fiom the little British colony
of Guiana, will not alter or affect the
destinies of the future cne iota. South
Anmerica is bound to remain in the control
of the Latins. This cannot now ba changed.
If it could, one would suppose the United
States would bo interested in seeing a strong
community of its own race and language in
the south, rather thap that the country
should bo entirely 1n the control of a race so
different in almost every respect from the
Saxon. If the United States has anything to
fear from the south, it is the building up
there of a great Latin mnation. It is the
height of absurdity to talk about thissmalil
English-speaking country of Guiana being a
menace to the United States even if it does
got a fow square miles of Veonezuelan
territory.

EDITORIAL WOTES. °

WINNIPEG hassuffered rather severely from
contagious discases, particularly among
children, during the past fow months, Scarlet
fover and diphtheria have been much more
prevalent than usual. There cortainly must
be great carclessness somewhere that theso
diseases have been so prevalent for such a
longth of time. We beliove thatif the same
care were taken in proventing the spread of
theso troubles a3 is taken in the case of small
pox, these diseases would be just about as rare
as tho latter. Horein lies much of the trouble,



