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A drivo out in the country about this
time of yen-rt would convince anyine that
very stringont measures are urgently i 'qluir-
ed te compel farmners tu destroy the weeds.
In this district, rit least, thoir appears tu, bo
littie regard paid to the weeds, and from re-
porte received from some other sections of the
province, we inter that much tho sanie cort
ditions oxist in maisy othor distriots. The
municipalities havo the pewer to compel
residents te destroy wceds, and they can ais
take action te destroy wecds on vacant farme,
but it appears the law is practica'iy a dead
lotter in geveral municipalities. Year alter
ycar the writer has- ebserved this disegard
of the weed question in the districts arouiid
çVinnipcg. A drive out in the country a
few de.ys ago revead the fact tt iat many
ficlds of waving weeds coula ho observeci on
lands not in crop, % hilo many fields sown to
grain were a mass of weeds. Thome should
be ne difficulty at. oan-t in destroying the
îvceds upon the land not in crop. The
draed French or stink weed ms new ripe,
and hundreds of acres are cevered with a
luxuriant crop of this weved. Some fields ef
this weed 'were obâerved which had beau cut,
and loft lyiiig on the ground, and in one case
the weedS %vel z beig blown acros the road
un te another tarin. An investigation show-
that tho seuid was fuily matured. This mn- a
custema which the writer has- observed bas
been prevalent in this district for years,
nameiy : cutting fields et weeds atter they are
ripe and allowing theca te lie on the grc.und
and blow ail over the ceuntry. Jn one
instance in a proviens year the writer saw a
lîlan cutting a field ef thin-ties which were se
ripe that the downy seeds weo fiyin-C in
clouds as tho machine moved threngh the
field, and ne attempt was made te, humr the
%edas, as they were observed Iying on the
gruund suo time Inter in the season.

In some municipalities the duty ef loeking
alter the weeds is loft te, the local inspecter,
who aise has- charge of the atatute labor work,
and it sometinicO recuits that both the statuts
laber and 'wcd inspection is little botter than
a farce. The office is "otimes talion with
thio objeot cf mahing un- much money as
possible out of the job, without regard te, the
work performed. la fact, the recuit ef this
is sometimes simply a fraua upon the rosi-
dpnuts. but perhaps more particularly a traud
upen the holders ef vacant lands. Tho wceds
are crt upon vacant tarins, and the officer
draws his pay fer the ivork, whea in reaiity
the weeds miglit as wel hava not been cut ait
ail, as the work mn- doue aftsr they are ripe
or se ucar ripe thàt thera is sufficieit, nourish-
ment in the plants te matu. -% the sedn. An-
other charge we have hoard mn- that residents
are somectimes given exemption lrem cutting

tho sveods, vthie non reaidey-ta aru ý.hargod1
heaviiy lui %vork performod in a usolusa
inaniier.

Ab, fer the statute laber, it ii a primitive
and absurd systemn of doing local municipal
work. If tho statuts labor were cnputod at
the rate of 50 cents per day and tho îvork
done by centract, botter resuite wouid bcu b-
tainod. Tho main objeot fuz the statute
labor regulatiuns appears tu bu k. place itu
extra tai upon the holdors uf veaau lenns.
The gain tu the munipaltie frurn the
actuat work done in the performance of
statute labur la next tu tbing, a hile n-on-
rosidenta are chargea ait the rate of $1.30 [par
day fur the etatute labor against thoir lands.
In some cases, tho municipal officiai in charge
of the work, known as the pathinaster, is
-ipposed te make a geed thing eut ef bis job.
We are infuriiied that in une titunicipality in
the WVinnipeg district laet ycar, the path-
master receivcd pay for about tbirty days ef
statuts laber alieged te ha,'e beon perfonmed
by him for absentees, whule ho actuaiiy put
ini oniy twe or throe days work, '%Ve aise
hoard the statement made about another
pathinaster, that ho systematically collected
pay fui statuts labor froij abentees %vithuut
performing the work.

Thes are oniy rumors, but they eall atten-
tion te the absnrdity of the systema of per-
forming statuts labor. Un tr rcmarks wili
aie show how the regulations regarding
noxions wceds are carried eut in sorne
municipalities. This w~hole systeni of
statute labor should bo abolished ; and some-
thing should certainly bc dune te ake the
iaw compuisery upen municipalities te take
proper mensures te dectroy weedn-. The
local goveramont has recentiy appeinted an
expert a dairy instructor fer the province.
This is a wi-o thing te, do. We do net know,
however, of an-y officiai more reoded
by the province than au expert in charge ef
this weed businve, backed Up by vory stria-
gent Ilegsative autbority.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
TuaF COMME1RUJAL acknowledgos the receipt

of a copy of ce&.ain resolutions adoptcd by
the Molita Fammers' Instituts, frein the pub-
!in-ber of tho Melita Enterprise. In the said
reselutiens certain proposais are made regad-
ing desired changes in the law for the
collection of debts, ete. Tho resolutione wiIi
ho discussed et tha3 next meeting of the
Central Institute, and we may find space for
comment upon thoma in Tho Commercial in
a future number.

FAUMiEns who have bomnesteaded in Mani-
teba are exempt troni municipal taxes until
their lands are patsnted. It is alleged that
seme ot thema hava neglccted te tahke eut
their patents atter they were eatitled te them
simply te aveid payiug taxes. It mn- proposed
te an-k the Dominion governinent for an net
te, enable municipalitios te levy taxes on
homesteaders isho have been long enougb on
their lands te entitie tbem te a patent.

Tuan niibor ut msercantilo wreeks 18 de-
Greainf. Tht>ro wcro U31 failureS ln Canada
fer the firet six menthe cf the proent ycar,
tbis numbor being twenty bec than for tho
saine portLOn1 Of ast, yeat. Thre liabiitiSo
aggrogated 8b,629,246 fur the finaL six menthe
uf the presoat year, as conipared withe SU,-
500,02 fur tho correspondu%î perîod ot 189)4.
This large reduction in liabitities shews that
întary of thu faîlunes have been onîni affaira.
Manitoba haed only 27 failunes for the six
mjnths, or tweive fowor than for thbe Litre
period et Ian-t yen-r. In the territeries there
woc eigbt failurus, against five Ian-t ycar.
There weui ai-o an increase in Blritish Colin-
bia, ahere the number of tailunca wa fil, as
compared with 89 lest year.

A VERY peeculiar charge wns made againet
tise Patrons iii. Pariaîziezt at Ortawa Itoty.
The Patrons in Ontario bave establi-hed a
binder twine factery ait Brnatford. It wus
alleged that the Patrons ivho control this
factery had approached the Consumer 1s coin-
pany and aise the managers cf the gnvern-
ment factery, with a view t b secure an
advanco in tho pnice of binden twine. Tho
Patrons i1robably find t.hat the profits in
manufacturing binden twine are censiderably
boss than tbey figured on-tee n-mail pnobably
te leave them, any margin of profit. Tho
saine thing holds truc lit many other branches
et manufacture, though the Patrons genorally
eiîtertain idens et fabulous profits made in
trade.

CouN-ruv nrorchantashould get auaallowaace
for bad egga. This Lime of year a geod many
egss are spoilt or beginning te speil before
they reacb the stores ef the ceuntry dealers.
Caro ehould bo taken te sift these eut by
carnt:.ng ail egg- talion in, and thus save a
considerable lmn. Eggs spoil very quickly
this warn weatlier and tbey sbould ho ship-
ped promptly by the refrigerator cn-rs. Ex-
perte say that an egg which shows the ean-t
disceloration whea candled, bas begun te
speil and that thnee days will comploe tho
work and niake iL unfit fer use.

THE sheep ranchers et the territenies want
restrictions increased against sheep coining
iroma the United States, ana Lbey have geL up
n petition te ferward te Ottawa witb this
object in viciv. The ranchers had quits a
serieus Lime on account et scab, whicb n-as
introduced froin the United States in 1893
and spread te rnany et the ranges, taking Lwo
years te eradicate the trouble. It is claimod
that the peat is now eradicatedeon the western
ranges. IL n-es prevalent in the neigbbor-
bood of Winnipeg Lwo years age, on acceurit
of sboep breught bore tron the n-est. It is
fear of another visitation et scab that is non-
leading the western sbeep mon te an-k fer
grenter restrictions on sbeop imported from
south et the boundary.

A >ttJNiCIt,%L convention bas hoau propesod
te ho hald in Winnipeg during the Industrial
Exhibition weok. By ail matins an offert
sheuld bc made te cariY this proposai into
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