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ment which makes such an assignment an act
of insolvency, and wou]d deprive the creditors
of the advantages which the statute gives
thein for the winding up of the estate of an
insolvent debtor. lis Lordship also thought
that it would be objectionable to let the
assignment stand, as it put the debtor's pro-
petty under a différent course of distribution
amongst his creditors from that which is con-
teinplated and providcd by the act-as, for
example, in not giving any priority to the
claims of clerks and other servants of the
irisolvent.

The scope of section 8, with. reference to
impeding and delaying the creditors of the
insolvent, was also referred to as in itself suffi-
cient to warrant the decision of the Vice-
Chancellor, that such an assignment as that
referred to was of no avail against subsequent
proceedings under the act, and on this point
he cited cases in England under analagous
statutes there.

The lawv on this point having now been
judicially determincd, it will be necessary for
ail assignees of voluntary assigninents since
the act, but not under it, to govern themselves
accordingly; and should any such refuse to
comply with a proper request to deliver up the
books and properfy of the estate, they would
become personally responsible for the costs
of any suit that might be brought against them

dto conapel themi to do so.

-NEW EDITION 0F LIARRISON'S COMMON
LAW PROCEDURE ACT.

Our readers will be -lad to learn that Mr.
' Harrison is now engaged in preparing for the

press a new edition of bis "COîMMON LAW PRO-
CEDUIIE ACT," and otber Acts connected with
the civil administration of justice, as appearing
in the Consolidated Statutes of Upper Canada,
Ïncluding notes of decided cases, English and
Canadian, Up to the trne of the work going
.to press. The value df this work is s0 well
known to the profession, as to need no com-
mendation front us. The first edition drew
froin the London Juri8t and other leading
periodicals in the Old World, most favorable
criticisms, and bas (though a large editiôn)
been completcly exhausted. It is, we under-
stand], Mr. Hlarrison's intention to place tîte
work in the hands of the printer during the
present mnonth, and to have it Published with
the least possible delay.

SE LECTION S.

THE ORIGIN 0F MAGNA CIJARTA.
.lt is one of the curious phenomena of his-

tory, that in an age of feudal barbarisrn and de-
basement, one of the niost unprincipled, false.
and cowardly of ail the English kings, sbould
have promulgatcd, in a systemnatie form, a
declaration of personal rights to bis suhjects,
whicbi is regarded with so muchi reverence ini
the light and liberty of the nineteenth century.
And it is equally a matter of surprise that a
body of rough, unlettered barons, surroundcd
by bodies of slaves, to whose minds personal
freedont was as strange as the luxuries of
modern civilization, engaged in incessant broils
and petty wars with each other, and with the
crown, ivho knew littie law beyond the migbt
of the strongest, and the only restraint upon
whose morals was a slavish fear of the cburch,
should have corne together and have deliber-
ately dictated.or acceptcd a declaration wbich
affected not nierely their own privileges and
immunities, but those of the future citizens
of a constitutional monarchy, hiaving its es-
sential foundation in tbe then powerless and
uflheeded commonalty of England.

Tbe Chronicles of Enu-1and furnish us the
facet that an instrument ¶earing date on Trini-
ty Monday, June 11Sth, 1215, was executed by
King John, and that tbat instrument was
called the Charter; but it requires us to go
back anterior to that date, if we woUld learn
the causes which. led to such a step, or tbe
sources from wbicb its provisions were deriv-
cd, as well as to study thc condition of the
people of England at tbe time it was granted.

Tbe English common law, wbicbi forinS,
also, a principal element of our own, is a piece
of* Mosaic, in whicb the Saxon laws and insti-
tutions form an essential constituent. It is
very remnarkable that after four bundred years'
occupancy of the island, tbe Romans left sO
few traces of their laws and costumes. And
though tbe Danes, during the twentyfoiV
years while tbey occupied tbe kingdom, intro-
duced mnany of tir laws, sonne of which found
tbeir way into the Englisb, law, its substratun'l
was, after al], deeply and permnanenUy laid ill
the laws, sentiments, habits and opinions Of
tbe Saxon race, who beld the kingdorn for i
hundred years prior to the Norman Conquest-

In a period and among a people when coffl'
merce, beyond tbat of the freebooters of the
sea, was Unknown, and almost the only prOP-
erty recognized was lands and implements Of
husbandry, with tbe beasts of the field, aiid
the slaves attacbed to the soil, and whose Only'
business of life, moreover, was war or agriCul-
ture, wc should look in vain for the 'varied
mules and systems of law to which nmodern
commerce and civilization have given irisc.*
And it is a inatter of surprise nowv, that "0
one can tell, at this day, bow far the foudil
system had obtained a foothold among tue
Saxons before the Norman Conquest. But in1
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