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THE ABLTO 0 AIALPNSMENT. -- C. H. Eaton, D.D., in the
kie. '»Criminid Late Magatine, examines the groundls on which capital punishment

2should bc retainied or aboliqhed. The natural conservatisci of humanity retards
changes in laws which have %vorked more or less successfufly for centuries; but
experience and wvidcning intelligence at last reveal their defeets, make their
enfor-cemen- -more- -diffictrlt, and suggest the remedy. Snch a tirne, Dr. Faton

-thinks, has corne in the history of capital punishment. The classes of offences
for %vhich the death penalty ks inflicted have beccime fewer, and in some parts of

-the world the penalty of death has been abolished. The article in question first
* reviews the arguments in favour of capital punishment. Thcse are, he thinks.

rnainly three.
The first of these recwinizes, with BlaclItne "the revealed or divine law,

wvhich is part of the law of nature directly cxpounded by God," The behest of
that lawv k, IlWhoso sheddeth man's blaod, by mari shall bis blot-d bc shied." 111

*the Nio-aic law the penalty of death ks applied to rnany ofTences, and the leax
talioais pervade-s the Jewish code. It ks argued that this code wvas of but local
and temporary application, and is not binding o)n us. That rnay bc granted;
but if divine wisdorn prcscribed lawvs which inflicted the dcath penalty, then thcre
inugt have been states andi conditions of society in %vhich it wa4 wise and humnane
to inflict capital punishinent, and that, too, for, a consîderable variety of offences.
If so, then it surely re8ts on the advocittes for the abolition of capital punish.
ment to show that we have 4o Far departed from the states and conditions in
w~hich divine wiisdom required the death of the transgressor for the gond of the
communtity, that we cati af'rord to ignore these precepts of the Mosaic law. Dr.

ýe Eaton hIl gone but a srnall way towardls meeting the force of the argument based
oni the jewvish civil law, when lic bas shown that it is no lo)nger binding on us.
It ivas the best possible law for the colninunity for which it was designcd. lt
remains fur hîm to show wherein ur circurntancles andi character ditïcer su radi-
cally from those of the lsraeliteq that its penalties are no longer applicable to
any crimes, inu inatter hluv heino>us that iiiiy bc committeil arnong us'- That

ý-5ýtask lie bas not attempiti.,
The second argument reviewed is that capital punishmettt k, esvential to the

protection of socicty, lt km adinittctl that as the law of~ self-defetice permits man
* to kill his assailant when his ownt liue i-4 in danger, so, on the saille grounis,

succty--a asocitio uinu- ray rotct tsef.But the influenice ufsymttpathy
f for the culprit ks so strong, say thosec who .are oppised" to capital puffisllnt

that nothing but the levident hanti of iiccgssity cati justify the tlctructioni of one
hurni being by annrther, Is not this tsyrnpathy often ini&paCtl ? rhe innocent
victim of the criminal, antI socicty at large, are the true objects îo.f sympathy. If

-' there qa leS4 notoriety given to the sayings% andi doîngs of th~e cotudemtneti
crirninal, andi leàsa publicity to the pity, rather than synîjmthy, wbich niay bc
pruperly felt for hîrn, hîis punishment wrîld be more effective am a preventive
ineasure than it now is. %Ve conifeâs taz we l'ail to sce that the writer of the
article referi to ab<ove lias establishecl his contention that the adequate protec-
tion of soclety can be attained %vithout the deatb penalt.


