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Senfible that authority improperly ufed, may be.
come the moft dreadful inilrument of opJ)reirion|

^e law has not only declared wilful malverfatiorf

ki office to be a crime, but to thofc who have dif-

fered by the proceedings of Magiftrates, whether
through inattention or igriorance (for ignorance is

aever blamelefs in a Magiftrate),' it has given aa
^ion of opprclfion and damages, for reparation of
the injury the private party has fuffered.

In this light did I confider the harfti fentence of
the Magiftrate s of Aberdeen againft me, p. 112,

If^d they afted, according to the eftabliflied foTms
of all courts of Jultice, tbeir proceedings would, at

]eaft, have had fbme colour of regularity ; though
their fentence would not have been Icfs iniquitous.

Why was not I complained of, by a party Raving
intereft in the caufe ? Why was not the complaint
feryed upon me, and I appointed to give in anr

fwers ? Why were not the legal wJucia:^ or days,

%. stllowed me to prepare for my defence ? All thefc

fprms were negle|£ted or defpifed. The Magiilrates
'

: ttiemfelves inftigated tlie complaint ; they proceeded

^,judge upon it without fervice ; without allowing^

ing wducia ; and without anfwers. It fs evident,

therefore, they adled not as Magiitrates, but as pri-

vate oppreflbrs.

BaniQied from the capitalof the county where-

in 1 was born, and ftript of my all, I now bethought

ihyfdf where or how to apply for rcdrefs In

this view I purfaed my journey to Edinburgh ; but,

ignorant of the law, and unacquainted with any of

its members, equally deftitute of money and friends,

apd labouring under the reflections which the ca-

llimnious advcrtifement publilhedby the Magiftratcs

threw on my chara61:er, I was utterly at a lofe to

whom, or in what mariner, I iliould ajpply to for di«

re£tion. From this dilemma, however, i waa^ppn

jrelieved by the alTiftance of kind proviflexicc^ whol
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