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wbofe conduct is approved by the people of the MaiTa- 1756.

chufets Bay, mud be diflinguiOied both for his abilities

and his virtue. They are too numerous and wife to be

deceived, too free and independent to be driven. An
undue influence can never be obtained by the governor

of a colony, who has neither power nor places to be-

flow. — Their aflemblies are annual— the. members

elected by ballot, in number near 200. — The council,

or middle cftate, chofen yearly by the aflembly :— and

as all the offices are eledive, not a man in the province is

dependent on the fmiles or the frowns of the King's re-

prefcntative : — and yet fo wife, free, and loyal a people

have approved his judgment; confided in his integrity
;

teftified in his favour ; and publickly lamented his de-

parture from the continent. I would by no means, my
Lord, be imderftood, by thefe favourable fentiments of

Shirley, to difparage his noble Succeflbr in the command.

He yet has not, at lead he deferves not to have, a (ingle

enemy amongft us : and I hope it will ferve the purpoies

of no man to be his enemy. I could only have wifhed,

that at this critical juncture, a gentleman fo thoroughly

verfed in American affairs, had been continued in Ame-
rica for his Lordfliip's afliftance. We have to contend

with a fubtle enterprifing foe— a foe, rapacious, martial,

and bloody, committing murders, rather than waging

war. Tho' the French colony contains perhaps not 30,000
men capable to bear arms ; yet thefe are all under the

defpotic command and fole direction of their governor-

..-y^y . general;


