
4^8 PORTUGUESE AMERICA.
on two of thefe, till their mafter's bufinefs or compliment i

over. Scarce any man of fafiiun, or any lady, will pafs the

ftreet . without being carried in this manner.

Trade and chief towns.] The trade of Portugal is

carried on upon the fame exclufive plan on which the fcveral

nations of Europe trade with their colonies of America ; and
it more particularly refcmblcs the Spanilh method, in not

fending out fingle fhips, as the convenience of the fcveral

places, and the judgment of the European merchants, may
direft ; but by annual fleets, which fail at ftated times from
Portugal, and compofe three flotas, bound to as many ports

in Brazil ; namely, to Fernambuco, in the northern part ; to

Rio Janeiro, at the fouthern extremity j and to the Bay of

All-Saints, in the middle.

In this laft is the capital, which is called St. Salvador, and
fometimes the city of Bahia, and where all the fleets rendezvous

on their return to Portugal. This city commands a noble,

fpacious, and commodious harbour ; it is built upon an high

and fl:eep rock, having the fca upon one fide, and a lake,

forming a crefcent, inverting it almofl wholly fo as nearly to

join the fea, on the other. The fituation makes it in a man-
ner impregnable by nature j and they have befides added to

it very ftrong fortifications. It is populous, magnificent,

and, beyond comparifon, the moft gay and opulent city in all

Brazil.

The trade of Brazil is very great, and increafes every year;

which is the lefs furprifing, as the Portu^uefe have opportuni-

ties of fupplying themfelves with flaves for their feveral works
at a much cheaper rate than any other European power that has

fettlements in America ; they being the only European nation

that has eftablifhed colonies in Africa, and from hence they

import between 40 and 50,000 negroes annually, all of which
go into the amount of the cargo of the Brazil fleets for Europe.

Of the diamonds there is fuppofed to be returned to Europe to

the amount of 130,000 1. This, with the fugar, the tobacco,

the hides, the valuable drugs for medicine and manufactures,

may give fome idea of the importance of this trade, not only

to Portugal, but to all the trading powers of Europe.

The chief commodities the European fhips carry thither in

return, are not the fiftieth part of the produce of Portugal :

*hey confift of the woollen goods, of all kinds, from England,

France, and Holland ; the linens and laces of Holland,

France, and Germany ; the fillcs of France and Italy j filk

and thread ftockings, hats, lead, tin, pewter, iron, copper,

iind all forts of utcnfils wrought in thefe metals, from England ;

as well as falt-fifli, beef, flour, and chc^fc. Oil they have
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