
the "Dcbhsand California. 149

as to

ought,

aflage

:h may
afford

afford as ftifi fairer, and more ratiofial Hopes. Thcfe Things

I prcmife, that it may not be thought any EfFeft of Prepof-

feffion, or of Gorifidence, that I prefume to take Notice of
two Places, in each of which, I thmk,a Paflage may be fought

upon very rational Grounds, and with very good Effects.

In the firft Place, I muft obferve, that froni the Report

made of a confiderable Inlet in the Latitude of 64**. whidh X

called Chefterfieldh Inlet, I have ben induced to have vcrj^

great Expqftations. Thofe who fearched it affirmed, that the

Ebb run very ftrong from the Weftward for eight Hours

;

whereas i; ran up but two ; and with a Motion incomparafafty

flower. They likewife affirmed, that at the Diftance of nine-
ty Miles from the Entrance, the Water, tho' Itefher than

ttie Ocean, had yet a very flrong Degree of Saltnefs ; now
if there was no PafTage, and the Water ran down eight Hours,

at the Rate of fix Miles an Hour ; and ran up only two Hours,

at the Rate of two Miles an Hour, the Water ought t'^ have

been perfeftly fre/h ; fince as no Salt Water v^nt i ,j f r

more than two Hours, none ought to have come dovirn af *

two Hours Ebb, even if the Ebb had been as flow as the .lood

;

but as it was much more rapid, it ought to have been frefh

fooner. It is certain, that if a Tide of Flood had bee . met
coming from the Wefhvard, it would have afforded an incon-

teftable Proof of a Paffage
;
yet the Tide from the afVward,

does not prove the contrary ; flnce in the Magellan Straits, as

the accurate Sir John Narborough tell us, the Tide flows half

way up from the Eaftward, and is there met by a Flood from
the Wefl or pacific Ocean. I might add many other Rea-
fons , to fhew the Probability of a Paffage here ; but I wave
them to avoid laying a Foundation for new Difputtes>

•which, afer all that can be faid about it, mufl be left to

the Determination of another Tryal, under the Directi-

on of Men, fkilful in Navigation, careful in their Obfervati-

ons, and attentive to the Lights, that may be derived to them
from Remarks made upon the Spot, which mufl enable them
cither to find what they feek, or to account for thefe Appear^
ances without a Paffage ; which in itfelfwould be a very Angu-
lar Difcovery, and one from whence many Advantages might
be derived by correfting thofe Notions that have been long,

and are flill generally, entertained of thefe Matters.

The other Place I would mention, is Repit/je-Bay; and

the Reafons that may excite the Hopes of a Paffage here, are

thofe that have been fo often mentioned; that is, the Depth,

Saltnefs and Tranlparency of the Water, together with the

Height of the Tide, propagated from thence ; all which arc •

.
-- Circumflanccs


