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persons who can relate them much better than

others. The best naivators are almost in-

variably ancient dames, and the time chosen for

story telling is always the evening. This is

perhaps not so much on account of tHe evening

being the most convenient time, as because such

tsles as these have most effect when told to an

assemblage gathered round a fire circle, when

night has spread her mantle over the earth,

and when the belief in the supernatural is

stronger than it is by day. Hence it may

easily happen that persons may mix much with

Kaffirs without even suspecting that they have

in their possession a rich fund of legendary lore.

Ther > is a peculiarity in many of these

stories which makes them capable of almost

indefinite expansion. They are so constructed

that parts of one can be made to fit into parts

of another, so as to form a new tale. In this

respect they are like the blocks of wood in the

form of cubes with which European children

amuse themselves. Combined in one way they

present the picture of a lion, another combina-


