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Having condu<flcd rhc Vicc-Roy to Sardinia y where all things
were quicr, he returned to the Coaft of Ita/jiy and was at Livorne
the 6th of May, where he order'd Corn to be bought up for the
Troops, and receiving; an Account ihatMonficur deUAigle, with his
cruifing Ships, very much annoyed our Trade, a Squadron was an-
poinrcd to go in quell of him, but they had no greater Sudcels than
the taking a Ship called the '^Prince of Frieze.

Advice being received from Mr. Cro'X', Conful of Barcelonay that

eight French Ships of War, and their Convoys, were about the lat-

ter end o'iApril at Scio, laden, and ready to tail \\ ith Corn to Thou-
lofiy a Council of War was held in Fado Bay the Z4th of May, and
upon confidcring the laid Letter, and other hitelligcnce, it was reiblv-

ed that fix Emlijh and four *Dutch Ships Ihould be fent to cruife

off of Cape 'Thotilon, for intercepting the Enemy, and to continue

until Sir John Norris arrived at Barcelona, and then to join him,
which they were to do, if they had certain Advice the French Ships

were gone into the Harbour of Thoulon.

Another Council of War was held three Days after, upon Intelli-

gence that the French Ships were lailed from Torto LongonCj with
two thoufand Men, for the Iflaud of Sardinia ; and the King of
Spain having defired, that when the Troops Ihould be embarked,
they might be condudled thither, it was at this Council of War, and
another held the next Day, determined, that as loon as three thou-

fand Soldiers were embarked, four Englijh Ships and fix Dutch Ihould

proceed with them to the aforelaid Ifland, and there adjuft with the

Vice Roy whether the whole, or part of them Ihould be landed, if

the Enemy made a Defcent on Sardinia^ otherwile to repair to Bar-
celona. It was alfo agreed that two Ships of War Ihould con-

voy four hundred Horie to Catalonia, and then cruiie along the

Coaft from Carthagena to Gibraltar, to protcdt the Tr.ide ; that

three of ours and tour of the Dutch Ihould be ftationed ofFot Thou-

lon, to intercept the Enemy's Convoys with Corn, and that the Se-

nior Captain mould take the three Frigates with Captain Stuan un-

der his Command, if he met with them in thcfe Parts; but if they

found the French were harboured at Thoulon, they were to join Sir

John Norris at Cagltari, or, if not there, at Barcelona It was far-

ther relblved to lend Orders to Vice Admiral Baker, by the Ships

which convoyed the Horfe to Barcelona^ to appoint two of the

Ships to join thofe cruifing ofT of Thoulon, or to proceed him-

felf thither with three, if he judged it more proper, leaving the reft

at Barcelona , until Sir John Norris himlelf Ihould arrive there

;

and two Days after he appointed a Ship of the Third Rate, and a-

uother ot the Fourth, to cruilc to and fro near the Strcights Mouth,
for protecting our Trade.

Puiiiiant to thcfe Relblutions Sir John Norris lailed the ift of

June, and his Crullers which were a-hcad of him chafing a French

Ship, forced her on lliore at Baflia, the principal City of Corjica^

where he had Advice that the Duke of Turfis was lailed with his

Gillies from that Ifland, in order to make a Dclccnt on Sardinic.

In his way thither he crofTcd the Bocca di Bonifacio, and lb on to the

Gulph


