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warns man of his approach by sounding his 
rattle.

The moccasin does not, like the rattlesnake, 
wait to be attacked, but assumes the offensive 
whenever opportunity offers, striking with its 
fangs at every animated object in its vicinity. 
All other species of snakes flee from its presence. 
It is found as far north as the Peedee River of 
South Carolina, and is abundant in all low dis
tricts of the southern states. As the Suwanee 
had overflowed its banks below Old Town Ham
mock, the snakes had taken to the low limbs 
of the trees and to the tops of bushes, where 
they seemed to be sleeping in the warmth of the 
bright sunlight; but as I glided along the shore 
a few feet from their aerial beds, they discovered 
my presence, and dropped sluggishly into the 
water. It would not be an exaggeration to say 
that we passed thousands of these dangerous 
reptiles while descending the Suwanee. Rafts
men told me that when traversing lagoons in 
their log canoes, if a moccasin is met some dis
tance from land he will frequently enter the canoe 
for refuge or for rest, and instances have been 
known where the occupant has been so alarmed 
as to jump overboard and swim ashore in order 
to escape from this malignant reptile.

The only place worthy of notice between Old 
Town Hammock and the gulf marshes is Clay 
Landing, on the left bank of the river, where


