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while miaking it possible ta protect jobs and meet job security

commitmnifts to aur employees.

At the same time as talcing these necessary reduction mca-
sures, the estimates provide for $700 million for the impie-
mentation of the national infrastructure prograni. This is a lcey
element in fulfilling our red book commitment to create jobs.
We know there are two sides ta the ledger. There is the

expenditure side and there is thc revenue side. With so many
Canadians out of work thc revenue side of aur ledger book is not

in goad shape either. Wc are paying attention to bath sides of the
ledger book.

It was the Prime Minister who launched thc infrastructure
pragrarn in his December 1993 meeting with thc premiers.
Within eight weeks agreements had been signcd with evcry one

of thc provinces in Canada. Ini spite of those who said it could

flot bc donc, a three-levcl pragram was put together in a xnattcr
of weeks. The municipalities have found Uic money to partici-
pate and ail three levels cf government are workmng co-opera-
tively.

Furthermore thc federal govermcent came up with its $2 bil-

lion share of thc program, without increasing Uic deficit. As wc
promiscd, funds wcrc rcallocated froru other lesa productive,
less high priority federal prograrras.

tives to improve efficiency, including a number which
advantage of Uic exciting potential of new information techi
gy. These initiatives promate responsive and affardable go,
ment services.

In anc of many examples 18 governiment departmeiit
together establishing 10 Canada business service centres, 1
of them with Uic participation of Uic provinces and
authorities. These centres reduce complexity and overla
business clients and provide anc stop shopping with no inc
in costs.

A wide variety of initiatives ta, improve service and ri
costs is described in part I of Uic estimates. It makcs
reading for those want a current picture of what Uic goverr
is really doing to imprave cfficiency.

[Translation]

1 certainly recagnize Uiat, in a parliamcntary system, th,
of Uic opposition is to oppose govcrnmcflt's measures.
over, it may be that Uic twa sides truly disagrec as ta
policies would best serve aur country. Howcver, wc a'
doing Canadians a service by implying Uiat Uic deficit col
reduced avernight if only someane had Uic courage to ta]
bull by Uic bonis.

Last February, Uic hon. member for La Prairie said 11151
was sne fat and some waste in Uic governiment opcratiOfl
that billions of dollars could b1e saved if only Uic gaven
eliniinated wastc and poor management practices. The 1
that if these simple measures wcre enough to solve Uic pr<c
wc would already have taken theni.
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The other levels of govemrment reccive traMi
almost $29 billion, niait of it going ta healt]
services, to post-secondary education and
payments which ensure that froni coat ta cons
couutry iei leus wealthy provinces have av1
provide comparable services to their citizens.


