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Regionat Developrnent Incentives Act

mcnts of $8 15 million. Altogether. more than 150,000 jobs
have been created and $4.3 billion has been invested by private
industry. These arc jobs and industrial development in those
parts of Canada where il really matters, ils regions. Strength-
ened regions mean a stronger Canada.

Too often we forget that regional development programs
musi be seen in broad terms. The whole country benefits whcn
Canada is made sîronger through jts regions. It is to this
strengthcning of Canada's economic base in those areas where
il is needed that DREE's industrial incentives programi is
dedicated. Together. they form DREE's regional developmcnt
incentives program, a programi which has. in my opinion, a
remarkable success record. Some 90 per cent of the projeets
undertaken through the program arc successfully completed.
To me this shows a good use of taxpayers' dollars.

In tLe past ten years some 6,000 projecîs have been assisted
under the regional developmnent incentives program. These are
projecîs in a wide variety of indusîrial sectors. ranging fromi
thc food industry t0 textiles and clothing, fromi fish processing
to metal fabricating, and fromn the chemical industry to the
furniture industry. More than 80 per cent of these projects
have been with small businesses. businesses that needed finan-
cial assistancc in the formi most oftcn provided by the pro-
gram. These granîs provided funding whcn il was iost needed
and helped miany worth-whilc projects gel off thc ground.

In many cases these projects did more than mierely gel off
the ground; îhey achievcd resulîs that werc cvcn better than
firsi projcîed. 1 have already indicatcd that more than 80 pcr
cent of the projects have involved invesîmient cosîs of less than
$2 million or 100 jobs. Thcsc arc projecîs wxhich are approved
locally and which are often initiated by local entrepreneurs. In
western Canada one will find that this programi has Lad the
sanie effect. 1 think that aIl hion. meibers will clearly agrc
that this is a program which is atîuned t0 regional nceds and
dcsignated 10 atîract successful and viable industries, that il is
adminisîered by people who are good judges of the kinds of
projects which will be successful.

Howcvcr, 1 am sure that these people will bc tLe first ones to
agrc the DREL cannot rest on its present performance Io
date, albeit a departnment which is cclcbrating ils tenîh anni-
vcrsary as a deparîment îliis year. In order for the regional
dcvelopment incentives program Io bc as effective as possible,
il will be necessary for DREE to work even more closely with
îndusîry and tailor ils programs 10 tîtose industries wxhich have
not been altracted by the program bo Canada's slow growth
regions. lncreased flexibility and a more active approaeh will,
no doubt, bc essential considerations for the minister as he
puis together the broader departiment-wide legislative package
he proposes 10 place before the House ai a later date.

As hon. members know, the minister recently îabled region-
aI objective working papers in the standing commitîce and,
îndeed, has commenccd in a very serious xxay the preparation
of the broader legislalive package to introduce 10 this House
whîch 1 referred t0 carlier. However, today we must consider
the amendment 10 the Regional Development Incentives Net
which is before us. As il Las been said, we cannol waiî f'or the

introduction of the proposed legisiation. In order for the
regional devclopmenî incentîves program 10 continue ils con-
tribution 10 reducing regional disparities, we must act now.

1 would like to point ouiIo1 the House a numnber of factors
which should permit DREE's indusîrial incenlive program 10
be especially effective aI ihis time. These are: one, the
incrcased climiate of stability in Canada; lwo, the edge in
foreign markets provided by the value of the Canadian dollar;
three, the availability of Canada's energy and natural
resources; four, the improvement of Canada's labour force in
ternis of ils skills and expertise; and five, the spili-over expeet-
cd from major undertakings in the I1980s in various parts of
Canada in energy and resource development, aireraft and
elecîronies, and so on.
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Furîhermore. given the construction periods required, some
of tLe projects funded under RDIA wiIl be eoming mbt
commercial production just in limie 10 take advanîage of' the
economic recovery and growîh in demand forecast for the
world market. As a consequence. Mr. Speaker, Canada has
some very attractive opporlunilies 10 put before entrepreneurs
fromn boîh inside our borders and beyond. Mr. Speaker, 1
would therelore ask this Flouse 10 give ils xxholehearted sup-
port 10 Bill C-35i. The speedy passage of this amiendment will
permît the govcrnmienl to continue a programi wxhich is making
a very real and xxorlh xxhile contribution Io tLe reduction of
econoii and social disparities in Canada today.

WitL the hclp of eacli and every memiber of this assemrbly-
each working as a minister of regional economic expansion in
Lis or Ler own consîiîuency-wc will be able 10 make this
country of ours a better place 10 live and a better place 10
work, no malter what part of Canada we call home.

1 should like 10 conclude by expressing our appreciation for
tLe co-operalion of memibers in commilîc as well as their
consideration of and support for passage of this amendmenî,
tLe mnuch needed lime increase sel out in Bill C-35.

Hon. Elmer MI. MacKay (Central Nova): Mr. Speaker, I
Lave tLe distinct pleasure, aibeit unexpecled, of responding 10
tLe Parliamcentarv Secretarv to tLe Minister of Regional [co-
normc Expansion (Mr. Ilarquail) in regard 10 tLe passage of
this bill. 1 should like bo say 10 tLe parliamentary secretary ai
tLe oulset that, as far as xxc are concerned, we Lave no
objection 10 co-operaîing so that tLe legislation miay bc han-
dled expeditiously.

1 îhink we should take thîs opportunîty, Lowcvcr, 10 refleet
briefly on somne of tLe îhings that must bc donc fairly soon in
more comprehensive legislation in order 10 revise tLe concept
of regional cconomic devclopmenî in ibis country.

As tLe parliamnnary sccrctary said, tLe deparîment was
created about ten years ago. Sad 10 say. in tLe intervcning
decade. although tLe deparîment Las accomiplished much,
there is a great deal il Las nol been able 10 do. Ih xould appear
that il Las gone fromi what was a very higL priority and
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