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step to be taken toward cessation of nuclear 
testing; and from that step let us pray that 
it will be continued into other parts of the 
galaxy of nuclear arms.

With respect to surprise attack the story 
is less comforting, indeed. Last summer Can­
ada contributed to the panel from the west 
at a meeting in Geneva for the study by 
experts, as in the other case for the cessation 
of nuclear tests, of methods whereby sur­
prise attacks might be identified or anticipated. 
This concerned a larger group: Canada, 
France, Italy, the United Kingdom and the 
United States on the western side; from the 
Soviet bloc the U.S.S.R. Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Roumania and Albania. They began 
their deliberations on November 10 of last 
year, and just before Christmas they ad­
journed, it might appear sine die but this was 
not so stated.

There was a conflict. The proposal really 
came out of an exchange of notes last winter 
with respect to the holding of a summit con­
ference. In one of those notes Mr. Eisen­
hower, the President of the United States, 
proposed there should be such a conference 
with respect to surprise attacks; and to us it 
seemed abundantly clear that what the Pres­
ident of the United States of America was 
suggesting was the holding of a conference 
of experts. But when those representatives 
from the five countries of the west met with 
the Soviet side, they realized that what 
had appeared to us to be consent on the part 
of the U.S.S.R. to a discussion at the expert 
level turned out to be an intention to discuss 
political matters, such as bases and so on, 
and the minds of the two sides did not meet. 
We are now in consultation with other rep­
resentatives of the west who participated in the 
conference of last November and December 
to the end that we might review the scope 
of the agenda and the possibility of a re­
sumption of the conference.

There is another matter relating to negotia­
tions and dealings with the U.S.S.R., and that 
has to do with outer space. The year 1958 
was a most significant year in the exploration 
of outer space, in connection with the inter­
national geophysical year. I must pay tribute 
to the participation of Soviet scientists in 
the successes of that year. That was not on 
the government level but was an association 
of scientists throughout the world. Just let 
us reflect for a moment. In the recent period, 
or in 1958 to centre on that year, there have 
been launched objects which have overcome, 
most astonishingly, gravitational forces; ob­
jects or vehicles which can circumnavigate 
the moon and which can circle the globe in 
a few minutes or so. And now a vehicle has 
been placed in orbit about the sun.

commission or in its sub-committee. So there 
came about direct negotiations between the 
United States, the United Kingdom, and the 
U.S.S.R. with respect to the cessation of 
nuclear tests.

Last July and August Canada participated 
in a meeting of experts held in Geneva to 
study this whole question of the identifica­
tion and detection of nuclear tests. Canada 
had a strong team at that meeting. Indeed, it 
may be a sad commentary that the scientists 
could agree where the diplomats and the 
politicians could not agree. But the fact is 
that out of that conference of experts there 
came a unanimously adopted report on ef­
fective methods for the detection of nuclear 
testing.

Then on October 31, 1958 there was assem­
bled in Geneva a group of men, at the non­
technical level, to draft a treaty which would 
provide for the cessation of nuclear tests, 
and would also provide for the machinery 
whereby that treaty could be fully imple­
mented. We were rather encouraged about a 
month ago that progress in that conference 
had been made to the extent that four articles 
of that treaty had been agreed upon and 
settled. However, we realized that many com­
plex questions were still to be settled. The 
question with respect to the composition— 
that is, the nationality—of personnel in con­
trol stations, and the composition of per­
sonnel in mobile units had to be decided, 
and above all the methods of procedure which 
would be provided in the treaty for the or­
ganization—the control commission, or what­
ever it might be called—whereby they would 
conduct their business.

Sir, without going into any of the details 
I am bound to report that the old question 
of veto arose again in those discussions. The 
U.S.S.R. wanted, and want at the moment, 
to have a veto with respect to certain inspec­
tions that might be proposed in that country. 
Mr. Khrushchev in his recent statement of 
February 24 said they were not going to 
have spies and intelligence officers from the 
west discovering what is their military 
strength and potential. Well, Mr. Speaker, I 
am bound to observe this, that any machinery 
set up under a treaty for the cessation of 
nuclear tests which does not provide for in­
spection and control would be misleading and 
deceptive, and dangerous to the west.

Then I must observe, despite some fore­
shadowing of an adjournment of those talks 
which is to be found in the press only this 
morning, that we do hope and pray that that 
question of machinery for detection, and so 
forth, may be satisfactorily settled. As I said 
a moment ago, and I repeat, mankind every­
where, I am sure, must pray for at least one


