
HOUSE 0F COMMONS

Wednesday, November 14, 19S1

The house met at 2.30 p.m.

THE ROYAL TOUR
MESSAGE 0F THANKS FROM HER ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCESS ELIZABETH

Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent <Prime
Minister>: With your permission, Mr. Speaker,
I should like to read to the house a letter I
have received from Her Royal Highness The
Princess Elizabeth. It is dated from St.
John's, Newfoundland, the eleventh of
November, 1951, and is as follows:
My dear Prime Minister:

Before Ieavlng I want to tell you how grateful my
husband and I are ta you and to your coileagues for
having given us so great an experlence on th.ls
journey across Canada. The welcome we received
on ail aides has far exceeded anything we could
have belleved possible, and we have been given a
picture of the rich variety of Canadian life which
w-e ahaîl neyer forget, and whlch has interested us
profoundly.

It has given us infinite pleasure to have had the
chance of meeting and talklng to sa many Canadians
in every walk of Uife. and we have been happy ta
have had with us at varlous times on our journey
your colleagues in the cabinet. Their advlce has
been invaluable, and we have much enjoyed getting
to know them, partlcularly as they have given us
an insight into Canadian affaira.

1 hope that you will convey our thanks and
appreciation to all members of the three services
who have done so much to make aur tour a aucceas.
We are very glad that you made it possible for us
to travel in two ships 0f the Royal Canadian Navy,
and in an aircraft of the Royal Canadian Air Force.
We know also how much the army has done at al
times for us. Our visita to navy, army and air force
estabishments lmpressed us greatly and we are
proud to have been saluted by s0 many guards of
honour of ail three services throughout the length
of our journey.

I arn sure I need not tell you that this, our firat
viait to Canada. haa made us wish to corne back
before toa long to see more of the country and its
people. I hope very much also that I will soon have
the chance of meeting you again.

Yours sincerely,

Elizabeth

COMMITTEES 0F THE HOUSE
RAILWAYS, CANALS AND,.TELEGRAPH LINES

Second report of standing committee on
railways, canais and telegraph lines.-Mr.
McCulloch.

94699--64

RADIO BROADCASTING-CHANGE IN PERSONNEL

Mr. W. G. Weir <Portage-Neepawa) moved:
That the name of Mr. Coldwell be substltuted for
that of Mr. Stewart (Winnipeg North) on the special
committee on radio broadcasting.

Motion agreed to.

BI-LLS 0F EXCHANGE ACT
AMENDMENT WITH RESPECT TO CLOSING OF'

BANKS ON SATURDAYS

Hon. Alphonse Fournier <for the Minister of
Finance> nioved for leave to introduce Bill
No. 19, to amend the Bills of Exchange Act.

Some hon. Members: Explain.

Mr. James Sinclair <Parliamentary Assist-
ant Io the Minister of Finance): The purpose
of the bill is to amend those provisions in
the Bills of Exchange Act which prevent the
chartered banks from closing on Saturdays.
I should like to make it clear that this bull
does not authorize the five-day week for
banks. It merely removes those provisions
which have up to now prevented the banks
from operating on a five-day week.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
tirne.

QUESTIONS
ST. LAWRENCE WATERWAY

Mr. Balcom:
1. Has an investigation taken place in respect to

the coat of the St. Lawrence power and aeaway?
2. If sa, what ia the estimated cost of the whole

project?
3. Has the estimated cost been broken down by

object, that is, as between the power development
and the seaway?

4. What la the estimated cost to the goveruiment
of Canada?

5. Wlll the power phase of the project be financed
by the government of Canada?

6. In respect of the seaway. what are the esti-
mated revenues and from what source, In relation
ta estimated operating and capital costs?

7. What ia the expected effect of the project (a)
on industrial development, ldentifying the areas
affected; <b) in the creation of new traffic; (c) on
established routes for Canadian domeatlc trafflc;
(d) on Canadian import and export trade through
Canadian Atlantic ports?

He said: Mr. Speaker, as 1 should like to
make several revisions to this question I
would ask permission to withdraw it.

Mr. Speaker: Dropped.
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