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The CHAIRMAN: Order; surely we cannot
have a discussion of that matter before the
committee. If sa, we shall neyer finish.

At six o'clock the committee toak recess.

After Recess
The committee resumed at eight o'clock.

Mr. BRUCE: I have a certain amount of
sympathy for the minister who has been under
questioning for so long, and I would nlot inter-
vene at this moment except ta clear up if
possible, the confusion which seems to exist in
the mincIs of many people, even among mem-
bers of tbis bouse, as to the real situation ini
regard ta aur armed forces, their dispositions,
and the available reinforcements which will be
very much needied as soon as we open a west-
ern front.

There bas been a certain amount of dis-
crepancy between the figures given out by the
minister and by tbe wartime information
board. The minister stated in September last
that the intake of the draft boards between
Janýuary 1 and September 30, 1943, totalled-
30,796. But accarding to the wartime informa-
tion board's release, the total number of men
ohtained during that period by conscription
was only 17,264, or 13,332 short of the min-
ister's dlaim.

Mr. RALSTON: Wbat were the dates?

Mr. BRUCE: I bave the statement made
by tbe minister in September, 1943, and those
were his figures. In other words, only about
fifty-seven per cent af the number claimed by
the minister were taken in. by draft. I bave
a good many otber figures here which show a
similar discrepancy, but I dio not intend ta
take up the time of the committee in referring
to themn because tbey will be found in the
records of Hansard and the press.

I was under the impression tbat, to maintain
au army overseas, eight divisions will be neces-
sary. I think tbree divisions bave already
been broken up.ý Have the men so released
beea used as reinforcements overseas?

The minister statedè a little time ago that
there was a shortage of tradesmen in tbe army.
If this is se, diaes it not stem back ta the short-
âge of man-power? If there were sufficient
man-power it would not be difflcult to train
tradesmen.

The idea of Canada being able ta create and
maintain an army overseas without conscrip-
tion will prove ta be a fantasy. It is difficuit
te understand bow a government which would

net. counitenance conscription would make com-
mitments whîch it should bave known it eGulci
nlot fulfil without conscription.

The situation briefiy would seem ta be tbat
many of these young fit men called up under
the N.R.M.A.-and I understood the minister
te say last night that there were 73,000 af themn
in Canada-are holding non-active jobs which
could equally well be filled by returned men
now being boarded out. I wonder wby the
minister does not use these returned men ta
replace the fit ones now holding non-active
jobs, and send the latter overseas where tbey
will soon he needed. urgently for reinforce-
ments&

Again I would ask, what about the men who
are being freed from industry? I understand
that these mnen are under cail, and therefore
that is another source for reinforcements for
overseas.

The minister stated the ather evening that
if the time arrives when it will be necessary
ta bring into force the conscription act by
removing its restricting clauses, bie would do
so. I would ask bim if hie thinks hie is justified
in waiting until reinforcements are urgently
needed before taking the preliminary steps
ta make it possible ta secure them. It does
not requ ire expert army staff officèrs ta tell
us that an assault against a highly fortified
position such as au-r troops will have ta face
on the western front, a position prepared over
a period of three years hy a resourceful enemy
and fortified, I understand, for many miles in
depth, will be very costly in casualties. Have
we flot had sufficient information of the cost
in casualties that aur troops bave already
experienced at Dieppe, at Salerno and at the
present moment are cxperiencing at the Anzio
hridgebead. Surely, therefore, we sbould
realize what will happen when the second
front is opened in western Europe. An officer
of experience tolcI me recently that in bis
opinion the casualties within tbe first two
weeks of the apening of the second front wil
amount ta fil ty per cent of those engaged,
and that within another two weeks the rest
of our traops might bave te be re>p&ced.
This would necessitate a very large rub!
of reinforcemnents being available in a posi-
tion from which they could easily get ta the
front.

I asked the hon. minister the other evening
if he tbought bie bad sufficient reinforcementa
in the pool in England ta take care af the
situation. I ask him again if, after further
consideration, be thinks that reinforcement
pool will be amply sufficient. If not, will1 it
not be imperatively necessary ta take steps
at the earliest possible -moment ta have the


