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Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The lion. member
has laid the foundation for his question, and 1
would ask him to put the question now.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: I bow to your ru]-
in-g. Mr. Speaker, but these men are having a
meeting to-niglit.

Mr. GRAYDON: The matter is urgent, Mr.
Speaker, and I suggest that the lion. member
ought to lie able to go on.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: I would like f0 ask
the parliamentary assistant this question-

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. gentleman has
laid the foundation for his question and he
must now ask it. The minister lias had notice
of if.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: 1 was proceeding to
do so. I would ask the parliamentary assistant
if bis dcparf ment will give further considera-
tion to the maffer with a view to scparating
the two groups.

Mr. PAUL MARTIN (Parliamentary
Assistant to the Minister of Labour): The
hon. member gave me notice of the question'
yesterday. The point under discuion in a
ruling of the national selective service advisory
board having f0 do wifh compulsory transfer
orders.

For flic information of hon. members 1
miglif say that under the compulsory transfer
order plan civilians wlio are in certain classes
of industry are asked f0 report to the employ-
ment office for interview te, ascertain if they
are suitable for transfer to work wh-ich is
more important in flic war effort. This plan
lias proven very successful; I am glad fo say
fliat if lias acfually been neccssary to use
compulsion in but very fcw cases. In facf,
ouf of flic. fliousands of cases wherc f ransfers
have been cffecfed fliere have been less than
fiffy who have rsdsed scrious objection. Usuelly
if was found that fthe man is fransferred to a
positiion which pays a higlier rate owing to
flie fact fliat men working in war industries
are as a rule on a higher wage level.

Coming f0 flic point of circulai, No. 227-58,
up to July 14, 1944, flic instructions issued on
aufliority of fthc national selective service
advisory board were that tlie compulsory
transfer orders were not f0 be applicable in
flic case of returncd men regardless of tlie
nature of their service in the armcd forces.

Witli flic increasingly acute shortage of
labour which lias dcvcloped during this sum-
mer flic advisory board came to thie conclusion
fliaf refurned men should be inferviewed and
transfcrred wliere feasible but that this rule
sliould nof apply f0 men wlio had seen service
overseas.

I am informed fliaf no objection lias been
faken by any individual returned men, but I
do point ouf fliaf all individuals ordered f0
fransfer under fliis compulsory transfer sysfem
have a riglif f0 appeal fo a board of referees,

The lion. member asks if flic deparf ment
will give furtlier considerafion to flic maff ci
and lie can be assured fliat flic matter ii
being discussed currently witi fthc officiaIs
concerned.
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On flic orders of flie day:
Hon. IE. A. BRUCE (Parkdale): I wisli fa

direct a question f0 flie Minister of Justice.
If is noîw nearly flirce weeks since lie sfated
in flic bouse that lie liadi directed flie Royal
Canadian Mounted -Police f0 make an in-
vestigation of the report publislied in Le
Canada of a speech made in Monfreal by
Jacques Sauriol on July 9. I wonder if flic
minister is able yet f0 staf e whetlier lic lias
received a report as f0 flic accuracy or other-
wisc of flic ncwspaper item.

Hon. L. S. ST. LAURENT (Minister of
Justice) : Thougli I received no notice fliaf
if was flic lion. gentleman's intention f0 bring
this matter up this morning, and flicrefore
have not brouglit here flic prcliminary reports
I have received from time f0 time fTom flic
Royal Canadian Mounfcd Police as f0 fthe
progress being made in their investigation, I
can £rom .memory sfafe fliat fliere lias been
found one reporter 'who dlaims f0 have been
present af flic meeting and f0 recolleef flic
statements fliat werc made. If was also
suggestcd fliat notes of wliaf was going f0
lie said liad been delivercd f0 flic reporter
of anoflier newspapcr and efforts were made
to ascertain whetlier or not fliat was se. If
s0 liappened fliat flic city editor of fliat psaper
and flic reporter wcre not available until last
Monday. Tliey werc inferviewcd and tlicy
'have not yet been able f0 find fliose notes.
Af flic present fime flic situation is fliat flicre
is one person who dlaims lic could voucli for
flic accuracy of flic statement made in flic
paper. The maffer is being investigafed
under flic supervision of flic lawyer wlio
usually acfs in Monfreal for flic Royal Cana-'
dian Mounted Police, and lie is receiving
daily verbal reports from fliose who arc
conducfing the investigation.

,Mr. BRUCE: As this is flic official paper
of flic governmenf in Quebcc, would flic
minisfer not admit flic accuracy of fliat
report?


