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,Mi. CALDER: I understand one cf the
reasans why the cemmittee thougbt it de-
sirable te put in this provision was on ac-
count 'of the disparity betweeu the pensions
that we pay te widowed mothers and the
pensions whlch are pald in the Jie
States and Great Britain.

Mr. McKENZIE: De we pay more?

Mr. CALDER: We pay cansiderably
meore.

Mr. MRcmiZIE: ,Well, t-hat is an ad-
vertisement fer us.

Mr. CALDEtR: The resuit is that if we
widen the breach, so te speak, between Our
pensions and the pensions paid by these
countries vs are rnaking very censiderable
difficulty for thein. That is particuiarly
se in Great iBritain because 1 understand
that our pension scale for this elasa cf per-
sens is. very much highiie t han it is there,
an d 1 thinir the conimittee bas in mind
the eobject of trying te avoid 'comparisons
cf that nature.: 1 arn told -that there are
4bout 4,000 widowed methers altogeU>er liv-
ing situer in the' United fitates, or Great
Britain; 1 weuld think that the lairger nuin-
ber, ever 3,000, live in the latter country.
I. aerely mention this because 1 understand
it, vas eue cf the main -ressens whiy the
commnittee aced as if did.

-Mr. MeKENZLîE: l do net vant to have
a widewed mether restricted to living i tbis'
ceuntry, and te bave her glaomily. laoking
out cf the window over the seý, and aexiaus
te go back te the Old Land and liye and
die with lier relatives there. At present
aie cannot go theré because there is a re
striction on her pensioni; if she «ces she
loses the money. That woman bas bad
.enengb troubles in tbe dealli cf ber son, and
other difficulties, vithout adding te ber
suif ering. When yen adQpt sncb a restric-
tien as tusé and say that sbe ca.nnet go e.nd
spend the balance cf ber days wierever she
pleases'I tbink it is a pretty amail affair.
I think sncb a vainan ought. te be at per-
fect liberty to; go where ahe likes and enjoy
ber pension.

Mr. McMiASTER: Dees she lose lier pen-
.~sien in Ibat.easeP Well, viat real-ly ser-

ions «round is tbers fer sucb conduct on
tbe part of the Government? Snrely the
minister is net serious wben he tells ns
that sncb. a course ls te be fofloved after
we have, in our visdm, .4ecided'that thbe
vidowed' mother shonld receive a certain
pension, for the sake, cf saving the feelings
cf ather nations 'whose financial obligations

or 'wh6se sentiments are not sucéh as dhle
are and 'who, have nlot granted such a god
pension to these widowed rnethers, 1 cânnot
imagine that that la a serious argument.
We have made up our minds tJhat ýa *!cl-
owed mother ehould receive -a certain, pin-
sion by reason of the los of ber son. Let
,us take this case, because I arn sure it la
oine that will occur,,very often.: A mother
has corne over to t'his country with, sa>'>
a couple of 'boys witb whom she was, resid-,
ing before the war. One cf these boys weixt
to the front .and was killed. She bas mar-
ried daugliters in 8cotland with 'whoin sie
vanta te go 'back te, live. ls it seriously
tol4 me th at Ibecause of the transference
of ber domicile from. Canada te Bootland
that this vernan's pension le to be eut
down, if there is a stiriking diiferehue be-
tween what the Canadiaù Govenment pays
te this unfortunate wousan and uwhat the
Britishi Government,,is able to psy te ber
uinfortunate sister? That -woman je receiv-
ing lier compensation for tearing up tbe
rects cf ber life in, the Old Land and cern-
,ing ocut to a country wbre2,e econemie con-
ditions art. better, and 'where the people
are, or thinlc tÉey are, able te afeord liarger
pensions: 1 c8nnot conceive the argoenent.
to be a serions one. 1 trust I would b.
the lsst man in this, House to urge g«ter
expenditure, but I cannot think that the
differexice involved would amount to, any-
thing serions and I do net like the prin-
ciple cf thie thing.

Mr. NE¶BITi!1: A great many cf the wid-
oiv" wbo were in the Old Country did net
corne eut, as my hon. friend aaya, te tbis
country and then go back te the Old Land.
jA great many cf thé sons cf sncb people
had corne to, tis ceuntry and liad assigned
psy te theïr methers in the -Old Country.
¶That was the case with respect te a great
mneny cf these vidows ever there. The main
,reason fer net glving the sarne arnount is
that living in FEngland and Scotland is 50

mucli cheaper than it is in Canada. The
pension paid te 'widowed methers is there-
fore equalized. by this clause as nearly as
it eau be equalized. It is ail riglit te tslk
about iheing generous but 1 think we have
been very geneieus in the matters of pen-
sions in t .hie country frein1 firât te last, and
we are very generous as f ar as the recorn-
mendations cf -the committee are concerned.
This question was argued at great lenigth
befere the committee andc the decision vas
almeat unanimaus tihat the recomînenda-
tien sheuld take its present forin.


