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ORDER OF REFERENCE

Extract from the Minutes of Proceedings of the Senate, Thursday, 
February 26, 1953:

“That the Standing Committee on Canadian Trade Relations be empowered 
to enquire into and report on—

1. What, in their opinion, might be the most practical steps to further 
implement Article 2 of the North Atlantic Treaty whereby the signatories to 
that document agreed that—“They will seek to eliminate conflict in their 
international economic policies and will encourage economic collaboration 
between any or all of them”.

2. That notwithstanding the generality of the foregoing, the Committee 
be instructed and empowered to consider and report upon how, in their 
opinion,

(a) any project for developing economic collaboration, specifically between 
the countries who are signatories to the North Atlantic Treaty, can be 
co-ordinated with the trade policies of other countries of the free 
world;

(b) any project for developing economic collaboration between the 
countries which are signatories of the North Atlantic Treaty, might 
have the same degree of permanence that is contemplated in the 
twenty year Military obligation under Article 5 of the Treaty whereby 
“The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them 
in Europe or North America shall be considered an attack against 
them all”.

3. That the Committee be empowered to extend an invitation to those 
wishing to be heard, including representatives of agriculture, industry, labour, 
trade, finance and consumers, to present their views, and that the Committee 
also be empowered to hear representations from business interests or individuals 
from any of the NATO countries who might wish to be heard.

4. That the Committee be empowered to send for persons, papers, and 
records, and to secure such services as may be necessary for the purpose of thé 
enquiry.
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Clerk of the Senate”.


