Although our direct links with El Salvador have
historically not been great, this does not mean that Canada
is not concerned at developments in El Salvador, in
particular at the high level of violence and the continuing
disregard for human rights which characterize the political
scene. In dealing with these issues, our policy has been
clear and consistent.

Canada's opposition to the supply of arms to
competing forces in El Salvador was spelled out in my speech
in the House of March 9. Canada's abhorrence of human rights
violations has been and continues to be emphasized both in
bilateral contacts and in multilateral forums. We also
continue to believe that a political solution should be
sought for El Salvador. » .

President Duarte of El Salvador has called elections
for a constituent assembly for 1982. He has invited all
political parties to register for the elections, including
extremist groups willing to lay down their arms. He has
indicated a willingness to open a dialogue with the left on
the election process and the monitoring of it. He has also
made clear that he would not negotiate the formation of a
non-elected coalition government and has said that he would
not accept mediation offers by third parties, whether from
regional states such as Venezuela and Mexico or from the
Socialist International, which is committed to aiding the
Democratic Revolutionary Front, the FDR.

The leader of the NDP has said that he shares the
feeling of the FDR that the elections proposed by the junta
would be a travesty of democracy in current circumstances,
not a viable political solution to the conflict. This view
is not shared by many of Canada's friends in the area, such
as Venezuela and Costa Rica.

We agree that the obstacles to holding elections
are formidable. After all, El Salvador has no tradition
of democratic rule and is beset by violent armed opposition
from extremists of both left and right, none of whom has any
real interest in seeing the implantation of liberal democracy.

It should also be recognized that there are many
within the power structure of El Salvador, particularly in
the security forces, who are not happy with the prospect of
elections. President Duarte has made great progress in
obtaining their agreement to abide by the will of the popu-
lation as expressed in the elections called for 1982 and 1983.
There is no doubt, however, that if the President were forced
into negotiating the formation of a non-elected coalition
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