It should also continue to strive to ensure that the nuclear-weapon States
honour their commitments to a strengthened review process for the NPT,
which will lead to an updated statement of Principles and Objectives for
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament at the 2000 Review Conference.

Response

The Government is firmly committed to the fullest possible implementation of the

NPT and is promoting this objective vigorously as the 2000 NPT Review Conference
approaches Canada considers that at the heart of the NPT Review Process is the principle
of permanence with accountability; all states are obliged to demonstrate that they are
implementing the commitments set out in the NPT.

In this regard, Canada is striving to ensure that the entire Review Process (i.e. the five-
yearly Review Conference and their inter-sessional periods) is used to address substantive
issues as well as procedural ones. While preserving the decision-making steps for the
Review Conference themselves, such an approach would reinforce the political account-
ability that is critical to the vitality and viability of the NPT Process. The Government of
Canada regards the 2000 Review Conference as being of major importance in terms of
achieving success. A new Statement of Principles and Objectives to complement those
adopted in 1995 would set new benchmarks against which future progress will be
measured.

In order to promote these objectives further, Canada will continue to work to implement
the Strengthened Review Process.
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Canada should complete the process of ratifying the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test-Ban Treaty as quickly as possible and urge all other States to do likewise.

Response

Canada ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) on December 18, 1998.
Bilaterally and in appropriate multilateral settings such as the CD in Geneva and the
UNGA in New York, the Government urges all states who have not yet done so to sign
and ratify the CTBT as soon as possible.
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