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new problenis or new needs brought on by the evolu-
tdon of science end technology and their role in the
social and economic life of Canada, leads to pro-
posais for new associate committees. One, which
was authorized in 1968-69, on Instructional Tech-
nology, held its inaugural meeting during 1969.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
A proposai for an associate cammittee to collate end
publish an integrated set of scientific criteria for
environmental quality was formulated in 1969-70.
This commlttee will replace the Associate Com-
xittee on Water Pollution Research, formed in 1965,
whose ternis of reference and activities were no
long er adequate or appropriate in vlew of a rapid
evolution in the field of enviroamental quality.

The new commi willfnot be involved in the
setting of standards for pollutant emissians or for
the enforcement of such standards. These will con-
tinue to be the functions of thase departments of
federal, provincial or municipal goveraments having
the appropriate legisiative powers. What the coin-
mittee will do, is ta provide a scientific reference
base for those who must set and enforce standards.
This reference base will take the fanm of an in-
tegrated set af quantitative critenia, based on the
most up-to-date scientific evidence, whlch will malce
possible an evaluation and prescription of the quality
of the environnient with respect ta different pal-
lutants and for ail uses of the environment. It will
include sot anly those pollutants which have a direct
effect on man, but alsa those whlch have an indirect
effect through their influence on plant or animal 111e.

The organizatian and procedures ta be adopted
for this purpose are based an thase used for the
publication ai the National Building Code. It is felt
that the task of this cammittee is of great im-
partance, and will be a cantinuing one. As was the
case with the National Building Code, it will noa
doubt take several years for the associate cani-
mittee ta produce a reasonably camprehensive set ot
criteria, and these wilI have ta be revised and up-
dated regularly as new ksowledge becomes avail-
able,

scientîilc unions and arganizatians;, and (iii) scien-
tific organizations ai intergovemnmental arganiza-
tions.

Currently the Council administers formaI scien-
tific exchange agreements with a number ai other
cauntnies: the Soviet Union, France, Czechoslovakia
and Brazil. In general, these pravide for two cate-
gonies oi exchanges: (a) visits of up ta one manth by
eminent sclentists ta give lectures and conduct
seminars, and in turn, ta learn ai research being done
in the scientific institutians visited; and (b) visits
by research warkers for periods af up ta one year for
the purpase af canductinig research in a scientiflc
establishment ai the receiving country. Selection ai
candidates frani among înterested applicants for
these exchanges is made each year by a cammittee
ai amnent Canadien scientiats. The International
Relations Office makes the necessaiy arrangements
for accommodation and internal tra val for foreign
scientists coming ta Canada under these exchange
agreements.

Although science is sot supposed ta have na-
tional baundaries, cultural and political impediments
do exist. The systeni of scientific axchanges has
done much ta ovarcame these and ta foster better
understanding between countnias. Canadien science
has benefited in many ways thraugh axchange af in-
formation, personal contacts, and apportunities ta
engage in research at the warking levai.

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES
The Council also is responsibla for the administra-
tion ai a prograni ai research associateships iundad
by the Canadian International Davelopment Agency.
This is a prograni under which sciantists f rom de-
veloping cauntries who previously studied in Cen-
adian research centres, spand threa manths each
year for a perlod ai thrae years, doing research in
Canada in a field ai work which cas be ai particular
benafit ta their own country. An applicant must meat
several conditions, one ai which is the assurance
givan by the sanding country that between his stays
in Canada he will be emplayed in an institution
whera ha can put ta value the result ai his research
in Canada. Up ta 25 associateships.may be active at
the saine time. Initiatad in 1969, il CIDA-NRC re-
search associateships were awarded up ta january.
1970. Thay are designad ta help avercama the isola-
tion frît by researchers and ta help reduce the "brais
drain" froni developing countnies, as wall as as-
sisting themin l establishing relevant and viable
indigenous research activlty.

The National Research Couscil us thre national
body adherng ta international -scientiflc unions in
many scientific disciplines. For that purpose, it bas
created a number ai national committees for interna-
tional scientific unions which are responsible for
advisisg Council ai the desirable degree ai Canadian
participation in the activities ai their respective
international union. The committees also recommend
the officiai Canadien representation ta international
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