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PLAN "EXERCISE EAGLE, ". AUGUST 4-7 	. , , 
• . 

ÔNOifiC.CONDITIde:  The index bk.- Production. 
for the month of April, .last, reached 1872, 
which Was  at a.--péace.  time high  The  corres-
ponding  figure foi: Ma rCh of  • thi a yea r -  Wad. ' 

185.S .  and  for  the  ame montha year .  ago..  1..§4; 
The 'p. reviolià , -PeaCe time hie was rea ched  in  
DA ember; 1948 , - when  the  .- ikide-X stood at 185.8 . • 
Inc-réaSed prodUctiôn of  durabre:gonds was 
primarily respons7ible'' for  '7 the rise with  the 

 subindex for transp-or-tà equiPtii .erit •moYing -
froni 252. 5 in  M :ar:ch to26e 7 - for :April while 
tha t • 'fOr . .mo tor  vehicles Moved frônil'189. 3' to 
212 (9  In  bo'th: theie  cases  new'highS since . 
1945 'We're reach'erd'?, t is •re-iYorteçl  in the  
Statïsiical Revie, ' kiss-tied - bY 'the 'bureau of 
Statistics.• . _ . _ 

;The cost-of-living. index ,show.ed. a slight 
increase be twe eriecAPril.4 aha-.Mây . 2  MOVin- 'froMr 
1 59-?. 3" to • 11- 9. 5: •Thia- ' Waê 'Caused by ' the  rise in s 
the food  •- index 	full  • point  -f from 198.3 to . ' 

belôW' 
the  Citciber; 1948  mark of  LiPwiar-d . nio4e-;'- 

 ment in the food index  ' v;aa ie part at least 
 offse''r the cle'cl ê-, in r-' the fuel • •index  whiCh, 

owing, 't...iy-lOiver'. -. Fir.fàeà' r.in -bn'tariO' àncf, Quëbéc , 
dr'opPe'd tg ticina - iri - 
the indelc-a-'à th-è 	-4drsodPi' . rnaking:'Up the- 
cCia 	 ride-X Wère 

, 	:a 	 • 	•;,.. 	-.• 

• - 

• WHOLE-SALe)P.,RICEi.•INPEX 	 7:‘  • 
. 	• • 	• 	 • 

- 	• e'• ar.mon - thly. -average of the Weekly 
whOlesale prïéé'findeic-:ef indus trial ma ter ia ls 

-droPPed.ire .ther - she rplY: frorii th a Apr-a; 
la arm thé  figures  'being:149 t'9'snil 153. 9. reap éé-7  • 

Th'is7,'clïdp'ziri 'a -whOlesite: price . indeg' 
may' .well..refleCt- theViridiàa.tibn 	•in-creased' 
production ;refer...red "tiS above'...-..V ■hôlese le?.Pr 
foi Canadian farm prodtictà.-Med sliht1y  -hie-

er .from 147;3 .in April -to- 147-,6  in May as Corn-
pared. with ' 	 T  194EL 	 • 

..-CommOri-Stock!.priCés•L'a'a'reffected 
.weeklirives!torse indeXof-conirnon' atOck 'prieeS 
( 1935'49 39=100) Show ed côrit intied Weakness' •4;ith:'-: 
the -index ,c1r6epiriefiblit -105',,A, foi 4pii 28 ,. to 

103.1 for May XI.... 'The 	average- 	 il of ia 
indexhasnow declined .ateadilY 7since'NoveMber, 
1948; 7when it stoodat 117: .8... -  The 'high >since 
this series; viaa - ciriaugurated; -viaa . 'reaChed in  

Jun•e";. 1948, ;,hen a.4iük.  of  :1203 waS 'readhed.' - 
Mining 'stock ;p'riees —weie also aubatantiallY' 

• lower in May -with the --CorniS s ite-: index' -for' 30 .  
representative stocks drOpping 	 ôri- 

28 .--tà 8 0 4 " . 'Éo Mày :-411-1e. .drop'.was - 
particularly.  .aherp'...in: th'd..baae mùl StoCks• . 

 whiOh; ref lecting • tecent . .seVerè -  tuts - metal-
priceà', *moved'hetween April  28.and.Ma-y  26 from--

110.-2  to ,--10-3•. - 3'. igh é -iiiônthly,- aVe.ra of •-this• 
weekly index -numbe-r,liaa noW rdeélined :from' a - 
h.i.gh .9 f 128 .6 - .reached-..itif..januarY :„' 1949.; • to • 
:107.5 -.for May,•.•- The .  -s.tôck 'fôr '25; 
repiesentati-Ve.- eld is tdékei:inCived within.•. much 
narrower with -fth.e*.:M4Y-. -.Sveragerô Uthe" 
week ly figure standing at 69. 4. down 2.9. po in ta. -  

, from. ..the' April Mark of 73 but aboe the 
 figures  fer:  the  first three .m .onths of this • 

	

; year% 	 • , 
Cana ,a ,s. civilian  labour  force „as .  of March 

	

i 5, 1949,,,was• estimated to total 4,899 thousand' 	; 
. persons. This compares_ with,-,4, 825 thousanclork., 

February 21„1 .248-,., and  4;706 : thousand , on March ,. 
1,-1947  The civilian-, labour force is definecf; 
as the total number of persons over 14 years' 
of  age _wo•rking or ayailble cfor work,  for 

 ' salaries,,k.Wages • or profits.  .Since it  is _pos.«.. 
sible_ for persons, attending ,schools, k.eeping 	I 
house, or ;voluntarily not in  the. labour  .force..; 
to  move  in  ôr; out, of 	at,will the figure.; . 
constantly 'fluctuates, reaching :the:year's 

.p.oint‘ towardà.the end ,U.f..winter and its highr.  
point  atthe.d  of summer. Unempl_•oyeil riumbe red •; 
199,_tho'usand,T seasonal influences" being mainly 
responsible. This 'figure is approximately, 4,1: . 

; per cent of the total:labour force. 
Labour income • for the month-  of March, 1949, 

was .$605..•million, unchanged from . the •Febniaryr . c 
 estimate-.7, In 'September; 1948.,;, it  was ..$664 2  

million This,  howeyer„ incl.uâejd,-yetroa,çtiy, 
payments tOs  railWaY systems employees amounting 3 
to pi 	 . • ••• 	 , 	 - 	 r • 

• COMMERéi 	FPÀ-Ii'Ui2Érg" ' 	:` 
: 

a Commercial failures ,during January., -1949..; • 
totalled 9 7 . FailuresTddring February and 
Ma iCh , . la'st, were 93' and:86 respeclively, +thus, 
giving a...muarterly total o f • 270,thè. largest.k 
quarterly,  total.  ", in Ce., the.,..first.„) ,quarteriiO-f 
1941 when _failures  numbered  294  .Subsequent ;to 
the  year  1941  failures- : in  the  4.-ist,quarter Of 
each year déc̀ lined -steadilylun til ,.19.46,only 

•
_ 

54, were reporte 	Sinc,e that date -the i trend:, 
.ha à -been' in the oPposfte  direction  wi 	fair:. 
ureà .duiing  the  first quarter of 1947 : :totalling •  
12.6 while • in  the similar, quarter of 1948 they , • 

	

. 	. 
ntimbered.. 233 	F 	 - 	 • 	 • 

i lures, „were greater, than, in the 	re.t 
quarter of  : the„pre“ous y ea:r,  in  a 11-,-o 
four main econom -ié groups,, the e.trade..-group-
leading with.-93 failures._This 'vtas`. an increaàe 
lof. 26 dr-44.•9 per cent .ov'erLthe...1948.• totar,:of): • 

. 67 The  maritifacturing grouP ranked .next with.0 
57 failures:compared to 39 in the:'first 'quaiter -  ) 
of 1948..: Fa ilureà in the service  group ilk rea s••• 
ed. froni  42 Tin- the initial - three -monilia • of  -1948 5  

• tO 51 dù'ring  the  same period jof the' Current-

y ear. 	 •-• • '' 	" 
• Although an analysis ; of  the liabilities of 

the defaulting ,  films reveals that ,they wer.e 
greater  than  for the same'.:Peiiôdàlfôr any 
sinCe 1936 i t . .imist i :  be . remenibe red,: tha t-  the re . 
hasbeena ccirisiderable :riSe„. in  pricésnd`", 
valùés since that Year.: : Thùa, thou'gfrfthe  total • 

of $4,196. • thousand for the  : first quarter of • 
1945 compares  in  abso lute' s f,igui-eaTwith__$4, 484, 	• 
thousand in .  the sa•  Me - ,period . of 1936 On --,the 
bakis of 193::prices .and values, the  1949 :AI 
'figures `Would be reclUced very considerably. 

LARGEST 'EVER HEL-D:  Plana' -for one of the 
largest 'operational exeiéises: ever' held  by  

'• Canada 'a .defence  forces ' in peac-e time .  are nbw 
coniplete and final P'rè i,arjtions for "Exércise 
Eagle" are undèr way; it waa announced on July .  
12,  _by Defence Headquarters. The exercise. Will 
be held hétween Augùst 4 -; 7 in Canada's north-
weaie, along the ,Korthwest Highway System. 

-`Fighting parattoops, - dir .crews, ground 
crews, vehicles, equipment,Jighter and bomber 
planes -and operational -and administrative 
staff  will converge 'on-the  opera tiona' I base 
at  Grande  Prairie for. several days prior to 
the'start of the joint operation. It is expect-. 
ed that more than' 1,000 servicemen will be • 
based at ihe northern town while the -,exercise 
is taking place. • 

Grande Prairie, Alberta, and Fort St. Johni 
and Dawson Creék in British Columbia, and the 

 Peace:River, bridge, about 12 miles' sou thèast - 
of Fort St. John, . are - to be the focàf poir;ts 
when the Canadian Army and .Royal Canadian Air 
Force combine to carry out high speed ,air-
transported défen' taCtics„ • , 

. 	 PRINCESS PATRICIAS 	• 	 ' • 

Airborne men .  of ifie Princess Patricia's 
C.anadian  Lit  .1nfanfiy and fighters and  born-
bets'. of the Royal Ganadian Air," FOrce. com-,,,, . 	„. 	. 
biné:  to : carry  but an a`irbomer assault. The big-, 
training -,exerci'de has,been. designed to test 
the 'P . C. L. I. in the i ,new ro le as -an_ a i 
borne, air,transported fighting battalion and 
to exercise R.C.A.F: fighter, 'bomber and trans-
port' squadrons in  supporti.7 g. the high—spéed . 
a éteck.. . 

-Wkercise:Edgle" has been planned and. will • 
be Carried:out underithe joint direction. of" 
Maj S. -Renhale, General•OffiCer 
ComManding Neaten''' .  CoMinand;; a rid Air -Vice - 
Marshal' Hùgh.-CaMpbe 11, ',Air- Officer Commanding , 
North  West  : 'Command. 

'
'- 

Tacticab  commander of th e  Army  forces  '- 
taking Part in-'"Eàgle" will be 'Brigadier M.P. 
Bogert , 'present Area' Of fi 'der Commariding Bri tish r  • 
Goluinbia Area, andAir Commodore Martin Costel-
lo, 'commander of the RCAF Group, Winnipeg, 
will command RCAF. forcea. The ,tvio cornirianders 
willbe based at , Grande  Prairie  and  , subsèquen t- 

	

_ 	, 
ly at'Fort' St: John as  the .operations-p rogress.. •  • 
. The big -  job.  of .airii. fting ._fighting troops,- 
frôln . their. opera tiona 1. base at Grande  .Prairie  
to the assault'area will_be carried out ; by . 
RCAF:: - • : 

Following  the  air reconnaissance -and air 
superiority battle carried  out  by the RCAF 
durihg,the first phase..of "Exercise 
gliders heavily. laden _with troops .and equip- 
men tWill make. dawn' lantlings in. selected areas. ,  

I When:thià attack  has  been succeàsfully'deliver-, 

• .. 
ed the  main ttack. 	 paratroopes, 
will be launched pn another.obj eetive. 

About 150  Paratroopers will "hit -  the 
as,their, planes fly over the objective. 

de fending' force „consisting o f RCAF person-
nel and „Army.  Reserve Force officers and :men ; is 
being set.  up in actu_all idefensive ,positions. 
Squadron, Leader D. MatDonald,,Comimandei of 
Fort St.- John Station, in ,charge of. "enemy" 
defence arrangéments. ,Heriard aircraft from 
Edmonton 's 418 Auxiliary Sq•uadron and-Mustangs 
from 417 RCAF Fighter Squadron, Rivers, Man„ 
as well -as a  RCAF,  Mobile:Radal Unit will be 
used to .oppose the Grande Prairie- attacking 

. forced.... - 
First day . 'of actr ciperat ions • will take 

place August. 5 when photo reconnaissance 
planes of the wat•tacking" force will:probe 
defences in the battle area. :At  the  same time 
fighter planes from 402 ÀùxiliarY Squadron, 
Winnipeg; 406 Auxiliary Squadron, ,Saska toon; 
and 442 :Auxiliary Sciiiadi-ôn, ,VancoùVer, will 
fright.  for  aft- supreniady.' over the battl-ei area 

 Edmonton 's 418 Auxiliary Squadr- on and Sas-
katoon.'s ,406 Auxiliary, ,_Squadron will provide 

:the  .photo  reconnaissance and bomber force. . 	— 
— • 

AERI AL STRAP IN•G 

• ;_;Qi the day of th'e- ground assault, August 6, 
aerial:strafing and, 	 -boMbing attacks 
will suppo-rt the paratroopers ,  as. they jump 
into .battle. 	• 	 • 	.• • 

Airborne officers and men, off, the Princess 
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry taking part 
in the' Exerciséj•Will brèLundér th er cdriimand of 
Lt  -Coi D.C7-`Cainétron, • - 

A staff of ."battle (-moires" will JuClge the 
course and  e'ff'ec't .  Cf" . hoth ground.  an.d .  air , 
battles. 	 ' 	 , 	. • 

LiFtom - éhe' tim'é  the  exeicise sia rts -until the 
capture of. Dawson Creek:.  every, -effort ia -to be 
ma,de .  to.s.imul ate battle.. concli tions Planes 
will,' ."enemy".,territory o.bserving•; 
wire less. ailencandAusing; operational nav'jga-• 

iona I -.me thods. Troops, On., the ground wi 11- ,be 
entirely ;sell fr7 suppprtin g : bol personal-,  and 
fighting : equipment. Low•;level lombing and 
strafing as well .ss; fighter planes fly• 
over fighting areas. 

Shortly after completiori of,"Exercise 'Eagle?' 
a second phase of summer aCti rvities-i . in -the 
no-rth will  Commence:v:4'th- "EXerciàè  North  III". 
More than.- '155 . 'reserv'e:foree offiCer -d , from . 
Unit's' in  Alberta and British  Columbia  who had 
witnessed an,d. tak'en  part  in  "Eagle" willbe ' 
moved' ur; the 'Alaska-Highway -frOM:Fort  St . John 
to' Whitel-fôrse, 	ca'rry ing out  - tactiCal 

	

, . 	_ 
exerciseà enroute.,..",This_ year,  'North  III"  is 
to Study.' military prol,ems between Whitehorse 
and the Alaska -Cânadian  border.  - 


